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Gentlemen, 

THIS book is not addrefled to you, 
in order to afk your prote6lion for 
its faults; or in hopes, that fuch 
valuable names at the head of it, may pre- 
ferve it. Things in print muft ftand by 
their own worth. But it is offered to you, 
to let the world fee I had that confidence in 
the goodnefs of my defign in writihg it, as 
to fubmit it to fuch great and. impartial 
judges ; and that I believe you will report 
your opinion in fuch a manner, as to pro- 
cure me the efteem of the virtuous •, when 
you find that my principal intention in this 
piece, is to ferve the interefts of truth, li- 
berty, and religion, and to advance ufeful 
learning, to the belt of my abilities : 
that I have the happinels of mankind at 
Vol. I. A -• heart. 
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Heart, and attempt, in an hiftorical manner, 
to encreafe their knowledge in general •, and 
in particular, to lead them {o a pious con- 
templation and acknowledgment of God's 
unfpeakable wifdom and goodnefs mani- 
felled in the works of the creation ; fhew 
them the truth of the teftimony of JefusChriJi 
concerning a divine providence, immortality, 
. and a future ftate ; and that as virtue ad- 
vances and improves, human felicity aug- 
ments, and becomes ar tire prognoftic of 
that fulnefs of blifs, which men of good- 
nefs and integiity are to enjoy, without in- 
terruption, frailty, and infirmity, in an 
unchangeable and everlafting life. This 
was my fcheme. Thefe things I had prin- 
cipally in view, when, to vindicate my cha- 
rafter from mifreprefentations and idle {lo- 
ries, and to illuftrate my Memoirs of feveral 
Ladies of Great Britain^ I fat down to writ^ 
a true hiftory of my life and notions. You 
wall fee at once, gentlemen, that this is the 
laboured part of my work. Were I able 
• to write fo as to perfuade even a few to 
alter their way of living, and employ their 
time for the future, in forming and training 
up their moral powers to perfedion, I fhould 
think myfelf more fortunate and glorious 
than the greatefl genius in the temple of 
Fame. Indeed, gentlemen, fame or name, 
in this world, is not the thing I think of. 
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Non eft mortak qucd opto^ I can fay with 
LaSlantius : and were it within my power 
to choofe, fure I am, that I would be for 
ever unknown. But that was impolfible. In 
juftice to myfelf, as before obferved, and 
that tradition might not hand me down, 
when I am gone, in that variety of bad 
and foolilh charafters, which a malice that 
knows nothing of me, whifpers while I am 
living; it was necefiary I fhould tell my. 
own ftory. The relation was likewife re- 
quifite, to render the Memoirs before 
mentioned intelligible. The volumes of 
that work, which are to be publilhed, would 
be quite dark, and not fo grateful as in- 
tended, without a previous account of the 
author's life. 

This, gentlemen, is the truth of the cafe, 
and as I fay as little of myfelf, in my rela- 
tion, as I can ; and as much for true reli- 
gioa and ufeful learning, as T was able, I 
hope, from your rectitude and judgment, 
that you will get me a fair hearing ; and J 
call upon- you as my patrons, and the 
friends to learning and truth, for 5^our ap- 
probation of my good and pious intentions, 
though you Ihould not be able to i'ay one 
word of any excellencies in my writings. 
This is all I alk. As I wifh well to your 
caufe, the caufe of virtue and letters, and 
A 2 have 
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have chiefly endeavoured, according to my 
abilities, to make my readers acquainted 
with the majefty of the Deity^ and bis king- 
domj and the greatnefs of his excellency^ be- 
fore whom all the inhabitants of the earth, 
all powers and principalities, are as nothing \ 
I hope you will, in return, favour me with, 
your beft wiflies. 

As to fome ftrange things you will find 
in the following journal \ and a life, in va- 
rious particulars, quite contrary to the com- 
mon courfe of a(5lion, I can afiure you, gen^ 
tlemen, in refped of the ftirange things, chat 
however wonderful they mtay appear to yoo^ 
yet they arc, exclufive of a few decorations 
and figures, (neceflary in all works) ^viQisf 
true ; and as to the difixsrence of my life, 
from that of the generality of men, let it 
only be confidered, that I was born in 
London^ and carried an infant into Ireland^ 
where I learned thit Irifb language, andbe- 
came intimately acquainted with its original 
inhabitants ; — that I was not only a lover 
of books from the time I could fpcll them 
to this hour 5 but read with an extraordi- 
nary pleafure, befoie I was twenty, the 
works of feveral of the fathers, and all tlie 
old romances ; which tinged my ideas with 
a -certain piety and extravagance, that ren- 
dered my virtues as well as my imperfec- 
tions 
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tions particularly mine : that hy hard 
meafure, I was compellpd to be an adven- 
turer, when very young, and had not a friend 
in the univerfe but what I could make by 
good fortune, and my own addrefs : 
that my wandering life, wrong condud, and 
ihe iniquity of my kind, with a pafTion for. 
extraordinary things and places, brought me 
into feveral great diftrefles ; and that I had 
quicker and more wonderful deliverances 
from them than people in tribulation 'gene- 
rally receive : that the dull, the formal, 

and the vifionary, the hard-honeft man, and 
the poor-liver,, are the people I have had no 
connexion with ; but have always kept com- 
pany with the polite, the generous, the live- 
ly, the rational, and the brighteft freethink- 
ers of this age : that befide all this, I 

was in the days of my youth, one of the 
moft aftive men in the world, at every exer- 
cife ; and to a degree of rafhriefs, often ven* 
turous, when the* e was no neceffity for run- 
ning any hazards : in diebus illis, I have de- 
fcended head-foremoft from a high cliff, into 
the ocean, to fwim, when I could, and ought, 
to have gone off a rock not a yard from the 
furface of the deep. — '— I have fwam near a 
mile and a half out in the fea, to a fbip that 
lay off, went on board,, got clothes from 
(he mate of the veflel, and proceeded with 
them to the next porti while my companion 
A3, I left 
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I left on the beach concluded me drowned, 
and related my fad fate in the town. — I have 
taken a cool thrufl: over a bottle, without the 
leaft animofity on either fide ; but both of 
us depending on our fkill in the fmall fword, 
for prefervation from mifchief. ' — Such 
things as thefe I now call wrong, and men- 
tion them only as famples of a rafhnefs I was 
once fubjeft to, as an opportunity happened 
to come in the way. Let all thefe things be 
taken into the account, and I imagine, gen- 
tlemen, that what may at firft fight feem 
fkrange, and next to incredible, will, on 
confidering thefe particulars, not long re- 
main fo, in your opinion; though you 
may think the relator an odd man. As to 
that, I have nothing to fay. And if odd- 
iiefs confifts in fpirit, freedom of thought, 
and a zeal for the divine unity ; in a tafte 
for what is natural, antique, romantic, 
and wild ; in honouring women, who were 
admirable for goodnefs, letters, and arts 5 
and in thinking, after all the fcenes I have 
gone thro% that every thing here is vanity ; 
except that virtue and cbarityy which giv«i 
us a right to escpeff beyond the grmn ; and 
procures us, in this world, the direftion of 
infinite wifiiom, the proteftion of infinite 
fowcr, and the friendfliip of infinite good- 
nefs ;— ^hen, may it be written on my Itonfe, 
•-^Here lies an odd man. 

3 Thus 
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Thus much, gentlemen, I thought pro- 
per to fay to you, that by being acquainted 
with the particulars relative to the complex- 
ion and defign of the author, you might 
the eafier and the better comprehend the 
various things you will find in the work he, 
dedicates to you. 

I have only to add, that I wifh you all 
happineis ; that your heads may lack no 
ointment, and your garments be always 
white and odoriferous : but efpecially, may 
you prefe on, like true critics, towards per- 
feftion •, and may blifs, glory, and honour, 
be your reward and your portion* 



Barhicarij 



CONTENTS 

^ O F THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 

N. B, TFhat refers to the Notes is dijiinguijhed 
thus ( ). 

Page 

1 TNtroduftion ■■ ■ ■ t 

2 X -^ refledion on the authpr's fitualion and 

temper ■ ■ . ' 2 

3 A college life-— and courfe of reading 3 

4 The advantages derived from natural and 

moral philorophy — . ~ 6 

5 The iiiperior excellence of revelation 12 

6 A reflexion on true and falfe religion 15 

7 A mediod of reading hiftory- •*- 17 
& A refleiSHon on hiftorjr — !• -^ 19 
9 A refleftion on government and religion 23 

20 ( z. Nothing to he received as points of (aith^ 
but what is recorded in the facred re- 
cords) — — — — 29 
' II The hiftory of Mifs Noel -— 30 

12 A converfation in relation to the priraevity of 

the Hebrew tongue — -r- 38 

13 (2. Time of the Jewilh captivity) 40 

14 (3. Account of Shinaar) — — 41 

15 (4, Of the longevity of the Antediluvians) 43 

16 A defcription of Mifs Noel's grotto 46 

17 (5. Of Mrs. O'Hara's and Mrs. Grafton's 

grottos) — - — 49 

x8 An image of £pi<9:etus in this grotto, and 

the philofopher's account of the mafter 

fcience — — 57 



CONTENTS. 

Page 

19 Old Mr. Noel's charafter — 60 

20 A conVerfation relating to the miracle at 

Babd 64 

21 (6. Of the words, barbarous y balderdaJh^?inA, 

the Welch bald wridd) — 67. 

22 Mifs Noel's notion of Hutchinfon's cherubim 

— the Deity— -and the prefer vation of the 
Hebrew tongue - — 71 

23 (7. An account of Samuel Bochart, and his 

writings) — "^73 

24 A fong, in imitation of the 19'th ode of the 

firft book of Horace — 76 

25 (8. Mr. Francis's tranflation of this ode) 77 

26 A fong, called the Solitude — 79 

27 The death and charafter of Mifs Noel 83 

28 A refle^ftion on the death of Mifs Noel 84 

29 The author leaves the uhiverfity, and goes to 

fee his father in the country, but has a 
miferable reception by means of a ftep- 
mother, and on account of a religious 
difference — ' — 87 

30 The author leaves his father's houfe, and 

returns to Dublin, in order to go to Eng- 
land — — 91 

31 (9. A fummary of the author's notion of God 

andChrift) — — ibid: 

32 (10. An account of a little public houfe,. 

called the Conniving-houfe, on the fi;le 

of the bay of Dublin ; where the author 

relted three days before he failed for 

. England) — — 92 

33 The author departs from Ring's-End, and 

is in a tempeft at fea — 93 

34 Four remarkable thi gs, while the ftormlafted 

9+ 



CONTENTS. 

Page 

35 The paflengers land at Whitehaven, and di- 

vide — 'I'he ftory of Whitwell, the mate 
of the fhip — -—98 

36 An extraordinary fcene — 101 

37 Mifs Mel moth's charafler — - 103 

38 The author parts with Mifs Melmoth at the 

Bell, on Stanemore, and promifes to fee 
her agaifi as foon as poflible — 104 

39 A journey over that part of Stanemore moun- 

tains which belong to Weftmoreland 106 

40 The author arrives by chance at the houfe of 

his friend and f< hool-fellow. Jack Price 

108 

41 The ftorj' of Jack Price — no 

42 A converfation between Jack Price and the 

author : — — 119 

43 An account of Mrs. Price of Stanemore, and 

a converfation the author had with her, 
concerning the nature of the chriftian re- 
ligion — , -— . — 126 

44 (11, 12, 13'. A paflage in the prophet Jere- 

miah explained) — — 154 

45 The author leaves his friend Price, and pro- 

ceeds up Weftmoreland-Stanemore 174 

46 A refle£lion on the margin of. a fine lake 

among the fells of Weftmoreland 176 

47 An extraordinary cffufiou of water from the 

infide of a mountain — - — 178 

48 The caufe of this eruption of water, and its 

fudden increafe — — 180 ' 

49 The* origin of earthquakes — Of the abyfs, 

&c. — — — — ibid, 

50 A j^fle<9:ion on fecond caufes j — and the rea- 

fon of tides — — — 184 

51 An account of mufcular motion 192 

52 (14, Of fpontarieous motion) — 198 



CONTENTS, 

Page 

53 (15. Ofthe organization of dead matter) 200 

54. An extraordinary loch on the t(^ of a high 

mountain ~ — •^- 204. 

55 Remarks on the deluge -^ — 206 

56 (16. An account of Eldinc-hole in Derby- 

fhire) — ' — ^ . — - — 209 

57 Account of an aflemblage of columnar marble 

near a river among the fells of Weftmore- 
land — -^ — — 212 

58 Account of a burning fpring — 216 

59 Account of a fwallow, and another unfathom- 

able loch — — . — 219 

60 An amazing arch through a mountain 221 

61 A refle<£Hon on the completion of every wifli 

the moment it is formed . — 224 

62 (17- A pafiage relative to vsrifhing in the fe- 

cond volume of Familiar Letters) 226 

63 A defcription of a natural grotto in one ofthe 
'^ mountains of Weflinoreland-Stanemore 

229 

64 The hiftory of Azora Burcot— her notions, 

and account of chriflianity — 231 

65 (19. Sacrifice of the Maffilienfes) — 251 

66 The gardens of Burcot^Lodge — 262 

67 Account of a pike-pond -*- — * 264 

68 An account of the public worfhip atBurcot- 

Lodge ,^ — * .-,. 266 



T HE 



THE 

LIFE 

OF 

JOHN BUNGLE, Efq; 

T 

Nec Vixit Male J qui Natus Mbrienfjue fefelUt. 



THAT the tranfaftions of my Life, and 
the obfervations and refledtions I have 
made on men and things, by fea and land, 
in various parts of the world, might not be 
buried in oblivion, and by length of time, 
be blotted out of the memory of men, it 
has been my wont, from the days of my 
youth to this, time, to write down^ik&/»a- 
randums of every thing I thought worth no- 
tiring, as men and matters, books and cir- . 
cumftances, came in my way 5 and m hopes 
they may be of fome fervice to my fellow- . 
mortals 1 publifh them. * Some pleafmg, 
and fome furprizing things the Reader will 
find in them. He will meet with mifcella- 
neous thoughts upon feveral fubjefts; He 
will read, tf he pleafes, fome tender ftories. 
'VottL B But 
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B%it-jdl-the~rd[ations, the thoughts; tfarob- 
fervations, are defigpedr for the advance- 
inent of valuable Learning, and to promote 
ifvhatfoover things-are true, jvhatfoevcr things 
• are honeft, whatfoever things are jiMt^ what- 
foever things are pure, whatfoever things 
are lovely, whatfoever things are of good 
report. 

jiRegeaioiu '" About fifty years ago 
" ' the" Midwife wheeled rne in, 

aad.imich/ooner than half as Century henoef 
in all human probability, Death will wheel 
mc-out. When Heavcn-pieafes", I* am" fa- 
tisfiedr Life and dec^-h ace. equally- w«i^, 
come, becaufC' equally parjts of my way to 
eternity. My lot has been a fwartKy one* 
ih this firft 'State, and tarn in hopes I ihall: 
exchange worlds to advantage. As God^. 
-Urithout all pcradvcnture^ brought his rnorali 
creatures into* heing^ in order to increafe.- 
their Virtue,. and provide fuitableJiapp^neis., 
for the Worthy, the moftlunfortunate here, 
may expeft immutable, felicity at. l^fl:,. if. 
they have endeavoured,, in proportion to^ 
what power thdy had,^ to render .thenifelves'- 
ufeful and valuable^ by a fmcerifyiand-be^ . 
ncyolenceo£*tcaiper,:,a difinter£ftedxid&,Ka^ 
conamunicativjeaefe^, and' the' pradticje of;' 
thofe duties, , to rwhicfi /we. are : obligpcl. hj^,- 
t\it Frame of bur.Nature>.and by:thc.lielib^. 

•^;2 tions 
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tk)ns We beat" to Gdd^ and to the fubje£ti* 
of his Govcrnitient. 

Fdf my part,- 1 confefs that many- have* 
been the failings of my Life, and great the? 
defeats erf" my obedience. But in the midft 
of all my" failii^S and imperfe6tionj, my- 
Soul hath always fympathifed 'with the afBift- 
ed, and my hcait hath ever aked for the mi-, 
feries of others. My hand has often relicv- 
* ed, wlien I wanted the ftiilling to corhfort my- 
felf, arid whin it hath not been in my power 
to relieve, I have gricVed for the fcanty ac* 
cx)nnnodations of others. Many trouble* 
fome and expenfive offices I have underta- 
ken to do good to. Men, and ever focial' 
and free have I been in my denjeanoor,. esfyi 
2nd fmooth in my addrefs •, and therefore, I* 
tnift that, whenever I am removed from* 
this horizon, it will be from a dark and' 
cloudy ftate, to that of joy, light, and full 
Revehtion; This felicitates rile every day»- 
let what will ha'ppfcn from witliout. Thiy 
fupports me under, every Affliftion, and en- 
ables me to m'aintain a hal»t of fatisfoftion 
and joy in the general courfc erf my Life; 

2. The things of my Child* ^e^t n tbt 

hood a^e not worth fetting ^ni'uerfityin 

dowft^^ an4 thcrefb!*c I com- ^^^^ 

ixieta^m7> I^ife'^ froor thc' firft month of 

' Ba die 
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Ae iev^nteendi year of my Age, when I 
was fent to the Univerfity, and entered a pen- 
fioner, tho* I had a larger yearly allowance 
than any felloW-commoner of my College. 
I was refolved to read there, and determin- 
ed to improve my natural faculties to the 
utn^oll of my power. Natufe, I was fen- 
fible, had bellowed no genius on me. This- 
and underftanding are only the privilege of 
extraordinary p^rfons; who receive from 
Heaven the happy conjunftion of qualities, 
that they may execute great and noble de- 
figns, and acquire the higheft pitch, of excel- 
lence in t;he profeffion they turn to -, if they 
will take the pains to perfeft the united qua- 
lities by art, and carefully avoid running 
into iaprice and paradox 'y the Rocks on 
which many a Genius has fplit. But then 
I had a tolerable Ihare of natural under- 
ftanding, and from my infancy was teach- 
able, and always attentive to the diredtions 
of good fenfe. This 1 know might rife, 
with fome labour to a half merit, tho' it 
codld never gain immortality upon any ac- 
count: and this was enough for me. I 
wanted only to acquire fuch degrees of per- 
feftion as lay within the fmall Iphere nature 
had chalked out for me. 

AQolk^ li/e. 3* To this purpofe I devot- 
ed my coUege-liie t9Jt7ooks, 

and 
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and for five years that I reficfed in the Um- 
verfity, tonverfed fo much with the dead 
that I bad very little intercourfe with the 
living. So totally had letters engaged my 
mind, that I was but little afle6ted towards 
moft other things. Walking and Mufick 
were my favorite recreations, and almoft 
the only ones I delighted in. I had hardly 
a thought at that time of the fooliih choices 
and purfuits 6f men; thofe fatal choices 
and purfuits, which- are owing to falfe judg^ 
ments, and to a habit of aftuigprecipitant- 
ly, without examining the fancies and ap- 
petites ; and therefore, vtfry rarely went into 
the pleasures and diverfions which men of 
.fortune in a Univcrfity too commonly in- 
dulge in. My relaxation, after ftudy» was 
my german-flute, and the converfation of 
fome ingenious,, fober friend-, generally, 
my private tutor^ Mr.. JohH Bru^e^ who was^i 
bright and excellent man : (you will find e 
large account of him in the firft volume of 
my Memoirs of feveral Ladies, p. 7.) and 
if the weather permitted, I walked out inta 
the country feveral miles. At this. exercife„ 
I had often one or other with me v but for 
the moft part, was obliged to go alone. My 
dog and my gun however were diverfioa 
enough on the way, and they frequently led 
me into fccnes of entertainment, which laft- 
ed longer than the day. Some of them you 
B 3 will 
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will find in ^this Journal. l(hc hiftary of 
4he beautiful Harrkt Noel you ftiall ^have 
iby aDd'by. 

^iCom/e of 4. At prefent, jny fchemc 
i^^Afingin requii-es me to 4et down the 
'*' .^^' :method \ *puif«ed in iT»y read- 
vings, and let my 14ea4ei* 'know -the ifliie of 
.niy ftudies. — My 4:ime J devoted 40 iFhilo- 
ifophy, Cofmography, M^hemiatiok^, and 
•t|ie JL^g^ages, for ^fouf years, and the 
-fifth J gaMe to Hiftory. 

Of Mr. '^^ ^*^ >bodk \ -toak in^ 

■lqcke\sEfaj. «^ *hand, after peceiving -mv 
/ ' note' of admiflion^ was^^he ef- 
4ay of that fine genius Mr. i^t*^, aind'I wbs 
Hfo.pleafed with Siis clear and accurate vri- 
•ter, that I Jiooked into nothing e^ib, tHl by 
-reading it three times over, I liad made a 
:thofough acquaintance wth my own wider- ' 
fftandihg. He taught me to examine my 
abilitieis, ^nd enabled- me to fee what dbJetSts 
my mind ^as fitted to deal witli. *He led 
»me into the fanftuary of vanity and igno- 
rance, and fliewed me -how greatly true 
'knowledge depended on a right meaning of 
words, and a juft fignificancy of expreffiori. 
In film, from the Eflay my -Underftanding 
received very great -benefits, and to it I. owe 
what improvement I have made in die rea- 

fon 
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fen ^ventne. Ifl could, I iiwould pcrriade 
«11 -young Gentlemen 'to 'read it over ^d 
over with great attention, and I am Tun:- 
they wotlia ^find thenifelves very richly re- 
warded for their :pains in reading it. They 
*fvoUld acquire 'that juftnefs .and truth of 
•«ndcrftanding,^hich is the *great.perfe(5tio» 
cf rational Beings. 

5. Whenl had <fone for a miivrai 
time, with this admirable Ef- pbilojophy^ 
fay, I 'then 43egto to cftufly the 
•firfl.imnciiilcs oFthtngs, the'ftruiauTe of thA' 
lEJnivcrfe, ihc contexan^of human bodies^ 
the properties (rfbeaffe, the virtues of plants, 
.and the qualities of metals, and was iquitc 
fJharaied ^with fhe njntemplatiori . of the 
beautifui' order, and wife final caufes of n> 
.wpe %i '411 Ijer lafws and :produftions. t[%e 
ftuay^haS a' delightful influence on the tern- 
per-of^mymind, andirtfpired-mto it a'lovc 
toF'orderm rnyiieaft, and -in my outward 
manners, ftiikewife led me to the gre^it 
^firft 'Cairie, tod in t^peated views df har- 
tnoiry, wiiaom and goodntfs in all 'the 
%orfcs 6i -nature, riveted upon ;my mitid a 
fixed ^cronvitSion, that all is under the admi- 
niftration of a general Mind, as far renioter 
from all malice as from all weaknefs, whe- 
llhcr in rc^cft cf wnderftanding or <A pow-^ 
tr. 'IJhis gave, me a due aflfefction towards 
• . ^ B 4 the 
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jthe infinitely perfed Parent of Nature*; and 
a^ I contemplated his glorious Works, I 
.was obliged in tranfports to confefs, that 
he deferved our love and admiration. This 
did alfo fatisfy me, that whatever the ord^r 
of the world produces, is in the main both 
juft and good; and of confequence, that 
we ought in the beft manner to fuppor|: 
whatever hardflxips are to be endured for 
virtue's fake : that acquiefcence and com- 
placency, with refpeft to ill accidents, ill 
jrien and Injuries, ought to be our part un- 
der a perfed adminiftration ; and with be- 
nignity and conftancy we muft ever aift, if 
there be a fettled penuafion, that all things 
are framed and governed by a uniyer^ 
Mind. — Such was the effedt the ftudy of 
' Natural Philoibphy had upon my SouL It 
iet beyond all doubt before me the nu)ral 
perfeftion of the Creator and Governor of 
the Univerfe. And if this Almighty God, 
I faid, is perfeft Wifdom and Virtue, does 
it not follow, that he muft approve and love 
thofe who are at due pains to improve in 
wifdom ; — and what he loves and delights 
in, muft he not make happy ? This' is an 
evident truth. It renders the caufe of vir- 
tue quite triumphant. 

Moral Pbilo^ ^- But ypon Ethics or Mo- 

/opby. ral Philofophy I dwelt the 

. " longeft. 
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lohgeft. This is the proper food for the 
Soul, and what perfe£fcs her m alL the virtues 
and qualifications c^ a gentleman. This 
Science I colleded in the firft place from 
the ancient iages and philofophers,. and ftu- 
died all the moral writers o£ Gredce and 
Rome. With great pleafure I faW^. that 
thefe immortal authors had delineated, as^ 
far a$ human teafon can go^ that courfe of 
life which is moft according tathe intention) 
of nature, and mod happy ; had fhewn that 
this univerle, and human nature iapardcuK 
lar, was formed by the wifdom and eouit-- 
fel of a Deity, and that from the conftito-^ 
tion of our nature various duties arofe :— > 
that fince God is the original independent 
Being, compleat in ^1 poffibte perfeffion, 
of boundlels power, wifdom an^ goodnefs ^ 
the Creator, Contriver, and Governor of this- 
world,, to whom mankind are indebted for 
innumerably benefks moft gratuitoufly be- 
ftowed; we (night to manifeft the moft ar- 
dent love and veneration toward the Deity,, 
and worfhip him with aflFedtions of Soul 
- fuited to- the pre-eminence and infinite gran- 
. deur of the original Caufe of all 5 ought to 
obey him as far as human weaknefs can go, 
and humbly fuhrait and. religaourfelves and 
all our interefts to his will; continually 
confide in his goodnels, and conftantly imi-i 
tate him as far as our weak jiatuiie is capa- 
■ ■ ■ B5 ^ ble. 
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dble. Tins is/jdue to that jor'^inal rndSiffoir 
dousFAwer who fornied lu, and with a 
^eral hand fupplies us with aildwgs cotir 
iducive «to £uch pleaibne and happix>d5 aJs 
our native ran receiye.-TT-That in refpeft of 
jnankind, x>ujr natural &n(k of ri^ and 
Avrong points out to us tb^ dutks to Jbc per- 
formed towards others, and the kind afiec- 
idons .impian^eid J3y nature, Gxckss Ais to 
.thediliharge of .them : that fcy the law .of 
4>ur xonftidition i^nd imture, jjuitice jajuk her 
nevdlefice are preicriibed ; and aids and an 
4meixour& of mutual olEces xequired, not 
^nly to fecwe .our pkaiuise ^d happine^, 
-but to prefcr^re ourlHves in fafety and in 
•life : t^ac the law of nature, or natural 
right, forbids every. inftance of injuftice, ^ . 
violation of life, liberty, health, property ; 
Jind the exercife of our faDnoyridble, ki6d 
powers, are not only a ^ring of vigoroiis 
^orts to do gpod m od3ers,^nd jdnsmbjr 
•fecure the conwaaQn liappincfs/,.- but they 
r really procure us a jay and peace, an in- 
ward applaufe and extiernaiadyantages; while 
injuftice arid malice, anger,, hatred,, envy,, 
and revenge, are often matter of fliamc and^ 
, . reiBorfe, and contain nothing joy&l, no- 
rthing gbnous: In the greate^ affluence, 
-the favage noen^ ^e xaiiferablej-rr-That as to 
ourfelves^ the Voice of reafon declares, that 
iwre ought to employ our abilities and op- 
portunities. 
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portimities m impmvlng our minds to an 

enoesi md by diligent meditation and oi> 
fervation, acquire that prudence, jufticc, 
temperance, and fortitude, which fhould 

coiiftamly govern our lives : That folid< 

jmideace, M^hidi afbhors raflme^, inconfi^ 
deratenefs, a fooiiih fclf-confidence,^ andi 
craft, and under a high fenfe of moral «x« 
ceUence, confiders and does what is feaUy 
advantageous in life :— That juftice, "wiiichi 
conftantly regards the common intereft, and^ 
in fubferviency to it, gives to eacfa^ mvt 
whatever is due to lum upon any naturaL 
claim :— -That temperance, which reftraira. 
and regulates the lower appetites, and dil^- 
plays the grace and beauty of manners :-— 
Axid that TOrtituile, which repreiles all vaia* 
and eiEcefiive fears^ gives us a fuperiority ta> 
iiil dieesttarnaltaccidents of our mortal ftate^. 
«uid (hrengtheiis the foul agakift all toils of^ 
dangers we may be tKpofed to in difth^ge 
of oiir duty ; as an' early and painful death; 
with virtue and honour, is hi^ly prefera- 
ble to the longeft ignominious Ufe, and np^> 
tidkv^ntag^ can be compared in> point, of 
m^jpindfs with tke approbationiof God^^andi 
^_ji£4Ur. oW'n.'h^arts.. 

Th^t if in this manner we live prepared' 
ior any hondura(bk.f^yices to God>.our fel«- 
Rdi k)ws^ 



_ . __ 7,7' This beautiful, moral 
21^r''^ PhUofophylfoundfcatteraii^ 
the writings jor the old meiu: 
'p]iUofop.hqrs, arid with great pains reduced 
ithe various leffqns to a fyftem pf^^iye and 
virtiious offices : but this I kne\«| was what 
the majority of mankind were incapably of s 
doing i 9^d if they could do it,. I few it 
was far inferior to revelatioq,' jEy.ery:Site* 
jday I appropriated to the ftujiy .pf revea>1^4 
Religion, and perceived. ajs I rea4. th^^&r 

, cred records, that the Works of Plato, and 
Cicero, and Epiit^tus, and all the unin- 
Jpired fages of antiquity^ ivcre..but w^aJt 

-u .. rules 
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lows, and ourfelves, and pradice /iVi^ to* aief^ 
ward God, ^ood-will toward men, and imt- xrcv \ 
mediately aim at our own perfedtion, then -^ot ^ 
we^mayexpeft, notwithftanding our being x'm 
involved in manifold weakneffes and difor- * -^p f^, 
ders of foul, that. the divine goodnefs and • , \ 
clemency will have mercy on fuch as fin- > ^ 
cerely love him, and defire to ferv^ him with ^^ 

duty and gratitude ; will be propitious and 
placable to the penitents, and all who exert 
their ytmoft endeavours in the purfuits of 
virtvje : And fince the perfedion of virtue 
muft conftityte the^flJpreme felicity of man> 
pur efforts to attain, it, muft be etfedtual in 
obtaining compleat felicity, or at leaft fome 
lower degree of it. . 



in 
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rules in refpefl: of the divine oracles. It is 
the mercy and power of God in the tri-i 
lunphs of grace, that reftores mankind from 
the bondage and ignorance of idolatry. To 
this the finner owes the converfion of his 
fbuk It is the ftatutes of the. Lord that re^ 
joice the heart, and enlighten the eyes* 
What are all the reafonings of the philofo« 
phers to the melody of that heavenly voice 
which cried continually. Come unto me aU 
ye that tran)el and art heavy laden^ and I 
will refrejh you.— —And. what could their 
leflbns avail without thofe expreis promifes 
c£ grace and fpiritual afliftance, which the 
blood of the new covenant confirms to 
mankind ? The philofophy of Greece and 
Rome was admirable for the times and 
men : but it admits of no comparifon with 
the. divine leflbns of our holy religion, and 
tKe ^:harter of God's pardon granted to us 
by hi? bleflfed Son.. Befide, the philofophers 
were in fomc degree dank and doubtful in 
-refpefit of death and futurity ; and in rela- 
tion to this world, there is not a power in 
their difcourfe to preferve us from being 
:undone by. allurements in the midft of plea- 
j:y> and.to fecure Qurpe^ce againft the ca- 
iUaltiel of fortuoe, and thei torments of dif- 
appointments ; to fave usi ftdm the cares 
and follicitudes which attend upon large 
poffefllons^ and g^ve us a nynd capable of 

rclilhing 
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Mlitiing die ^good itbii:^. faefore w^ 40 
iTtoke us cafy ai3i] ibthfied qis id die pitfenii; 
find aibiider ifis feccmc and raid of fear as ^ 
<ihe frocute. Thdfe things lise ieam from 
aerdatioo, and are infonntd by the ikcrcd 
•isecoixls jooly, that if xue ^iie placed jn €he 
iaoidil of imany icars aod ionows, and are 
4iftai petplend iimh carils iin (hk iirorld^, 
yet they ^ane ib msUky wicDings itatco fet i^ 
i»ar rcft iiere, biit id duqa a ^ftedfaft eye 
upon tl;ie things wJbicb Gvd bas.pr^ared fpr . 
tbofe wbD bve bm. It -is the ^fpdi infoims 
aifi, these is opother Iheae pnoparsd &>r the 
nipral urorld, and t^at juftice ooiy wai^s 4d 
dee the &il proxif of the iri^teoufndf$, ior 
!UCffigbttoufne& df. nssn : 4£at that feene 
*wiU ^en with the jiKlg^nent feat of Chrift, 
imd weihail cbhec laeceive ^lory and hn^ 
floortalfiiy^ if we have; ofeeyira the calls idf 
^acr to tvinuc .and[ holinefs ^-4^«^«*<3r^ be 
idooqied to (he 9Wtft dvead&d mifetiies^ ^^^ 
jrcjedithe cotin&l 0f:>6od, knd liv^ quite 
-chougfatlefe of t;he«g»eat:concemd «ff :«cemi^ 
(ty. Thjde cx>nfiderations made me pnefer 
revealed rdligion in thebeginnii^ of my ra^ 
•tion^l life^ The morahty iof «the amjimc I 

^ilofi^phers I aahnirdd. * With ddi^t I 
4h)(fial thcsr :wrkiifig&,iand ^eoeuxed, l^iUiei- 
jBiUy xanjfeis, ituich amftteireaoettt fmm. 
them. 3ut the religion of our blellbd Lordi 
I dipdaned &% and^ lootL on che p^miied. 

Meffiahi 
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adftfSah as the n»ft coofiacfimate i)l^ffiag 
iSod could beftoAS cr mun irrao^c, God 
'haxing Tmf«d i^ his fion Jefus, ienciiiiii.to 
J3le& ^od, in JxiiaaifigfiKeryxHie.of {{^oufram 
«yo»r iniquities. And would men but hear 
ondjsbey this lifbngivbg Redeemer, his Goi^ 
^i ymvid isftofe reaiba and Dsiigion tfi> their 
4!ightful autboritf over mankind ; aiul.mqke 
ali virtue, and >ti!ue goodn^ flownfti ia 
-thcjeaidi. 

€. But I muft.ob&nffe that, 
•}>y the FfiUgion of the N«w %{y'''^'^ 
Teftament, 1 do not mean any ' . '. 

xzf thoie modeip ichemes of Deli^km, .which 
4iicoYor the evident marks and'^gnamoes^ 
jbperiiition and entliufiaim, ^or of koaveiy 
axui iinpofture % thofe fjrftems vrfuch ev£p 
isiirade jcannot f>fDve co iie true, bccau& 
the pietiss are aofuid, inconrtftam, and Qon^ 
-tradddoFy. The notioiis that ave not cha* 
.radterized by thd laaib^ cf ch^gs,. and^he 
moral Stne^ of a^ionst, - 1 cofifid^^d ^ le- 
pugnant to the veracity, wifdom, and goodr 
^eis of the Almighty, and <:oncluded^ that 
that only could be chriiliaa religiofi^ whi^ii 
beared oie vifihle marks andfignatur^.^ \^ 
|»enevoleficei, fboiai happineft land moral fit- 
neis, a^d was brot^ht'doim ifiiom 4)ear«ft 
to ini^Fuft mankind in the wgrihip of One 
^ef nal mind, and brmg tdwm to p^eni^ 

ance^ 
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-MCtj and amendment of life. This w^ 
the religion I found in my Bible. I favr 
with pleafute, as I thoughtftilly went thro* 
the divine pages, that natural religion is the 
•foundation and fupport of revelation ; 
fupplies the defefts of nature, but never 
attempts to overthrow the. cftabliflied prin^ 
tciples of it ; calls new light upon the dici- 
lates of reafpn, but never .overthrows them. 
Pure theiftn^ and Chrift the appointed Medi- 
ator^ Advocate^ and Judge^ by a commiffioit 
from God the Father, to me appeared to be 
the Golpel ; — ^and the diredions of the holy 
Spirit, to believe in one fupi^eme indepen- 
dent firft caufe, and worihip in fpirit and 
in truth this one God and Father of All^ 
in the name of Chrift Jefus ; as the difcL- 
pies of the Meffiah ; to copy after the life 
of ourblefled Saviour^ and to the utmofl: 
^f our abilities, obey all his commands.— » 
•This was the religion I found in the writ- 
ings of the apoftles, and I then determined 
•to regard only this Golpel-dodrine* 

a. The manner of my ftuk 
■STS? d™ Cofinography and Ma. 
y attest ' thematics is not worth fetting 
down, as .there was nothing 
vncomn^n in it : In the. one I only learn- 
ed to diftinguiih cUmates^ latitudes, and 
the four diyifions of the world j the pro- 

vinces^ 



JOHN BUNCLE, Esq^ ly 

vixices, nations, kingdoms and republics 
comprized therein, and to be able to dif* 
coune upon them :•— And in the other, I 
went no further than to make myielf a 
mailer of vulgar and decimal arithmetic^ 
the dodrine of infinite feries, and the apr 
plication of Algebra, to the higher geome^ 
try of curves.' Algebra I was charmed 
with, and found fo much pleafure in relblv<» 
ing its queftions, that I have often fat tiU 
morning at the engagmg work, withotit a 
notion of its bemg day till I opened the 
fliutters of my clpfet. I recomnaend this 
ihidy in, particular to young gentlemcrf, 
,^d am fatisfied, if they would but take 
^me pains at firil to tinderftand it, they 
would have fo great a relifh for itsi opera* 
tions, as to prefer them many an evening to 
the clamorous pleafures; or^^ at leaCt, noc 
be uneaf^ for being alone njbw and th^ih, 
jGnce their algebra was with them, 

10. In reading hiftorv, (my 
laft year's principal employ- ^^^^^'jjf 
ment during my refidencjB in ^nr/^^ . 
college) . I began with the beft 
writers of ancient hiftory, and ended with 
modern times, epochs, centuries, ages ^ the 
extent of empires, kingdoms, common- 
wealths ^ their progrels, revolutions, changes, 
and declenTions^ the number^ order, ^n{l 

qualities 



n THE LPF^ OF ^ 

iqiidikfes of 'Sie ^^Fiftfies, tli«t4iave rcigfttfl 
wenthdfe it^tes end -kingdoms, -their ac- 
tions milkjary and <svil'; '^charaffters and 
-«6liens>ef4»e^reat men that'flctiiiflied iin- 
-der^them ; and the laws, the arts, learning, 
and -manners, I -earefuUy marked -down, 
and^bfer¥cd ^not-only 4i:owihe fifftgovenv- 
4nente^epe formed, -hm-what the pregrefe 
^ascf^induftpy^nd property, ^hieh -nrray 
4)e Gidled 4ht generattve principle of em* 
^ire. 

When 'I %ad-ddne-^fli 'ancient HBftorji 
J iat dewi-to.the^beft^odern ftorieis^I conld 
get^ and Fead^difl?ant nations before I fee*- 
gan" to ^ft«dy my -cottotry^'s ^conffitotiQn, ^hi- ' 
•ftofji, and fews. 'Whenl .had'finSfhed flie 
4iftDriesrf#rtf»^,*2nd^ifWf, anfl-^ihi^,'an4 
aSmttwijy, "fHid ttUny -mere, 4Jien '5 "^tlrrtetji 
4^0 ^reat ^Brifnin^ and in <h^ firft fflaeeto<3 ^ 
a view of ^the j&^}^-t:ohRrt«fe)n -ted -go*- 
vernment, in the ancient books of the com- 
jnon lajv, and -fome more modern *writer^ 
ivho.out of them have gwren an account or 
this governnaent. Witfm ihenee'f proceed^ 
f d to our H^ry, and witSi 4t; j<5i«d 4n 
^evcry^4ng*sfeign tihe'kvw iSictt m^d^. This 
gave me an -inBght into ^hts Tcafon •oj^our 
•ftatutes, and'fliewed me ^ true ground 
<upon which they came :to lbc"^ma8c, and 
'v^t weight 'they -ought- 1® -have, "fiy *this 
• S' means. 
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-meiahs, I 4«ad the ^i((o^ of 4hy countiy 

> with inteUigonce, -and was *eblp^to examine 

into the excellence or defefts of its govern- 

.menty and to judge of the fitnefs or unf\t- 

nefs of its orders and laws. By rhis method 

I did likewife koow enoygh of the law for 

jin jEngliJb gt^xlcm?^j .tho' ^uite .igporaat- 

^qf ^ifi ,c^icai>e, :or-iwr^!]gling^ ,Q^ptiQi|s 

p^t q£ ibe law, aad w^ iwdl ^cqiiaimed 

with the true meafwe^f eight and ^rong. 

The arts^how tOtavoid ^oing right, and to 

'fecure one's fclf in doing wrong, 1 never 

IpQk^djniip. 

II. Thus did I read Hifto- 

learned -from it ; ym notKMts • '^ 

of true worth, true greatnefe, and folid hap^ 
-pkieis. It taught 4BC to place merit ^ere 
4t only lies, AOt in 4Mrth, oot in j^eavny, n^t 
-in riches^ notdn^cxtenKd fliew and magni- 
^liceflce, not in '▼dlup(^K»u6ie& ; but, va « 
4irm adherence 4o truth and i^©£bkude -, in 
an unt^nted ^heart, that woitld not pollute 
or proflitute its integrity in any-degitee, -to 
gain the higheft Worldly honours, or ID 
^ard off'Ae'greafteft^orldly'miferies; This 
^is true magnaniwiky : And »he alone -can be 
truly happy, as W6H as truly great, mho 
can look dc^im wkh generous- contempt upoft 
every thing that would tempt him to recede 

in 
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in the (mallefl: degrcjc from the. paths of* 
rigid honefty, candour and veracity^. 

£s Modicus Voti, prefib lare^ dulcis Amicis $ 
Jam nunc aftringas ; jam nunc granaria laxes j 
Inque luto fixum poflis tranfcendertNummum^ 
Nee glutto forbere Salivam Mercurialem ? 
Haec mca funt, teneo, cum vere dixerls : Efto 
Liberque ac Sapiens, Prfletoribus ac Jove dextro* 
Sin tu, cum fueris Noftr^ paulo ante farinae, 

. Pelliculam yeterem hetines, et fronte politus • 
Aftutam Vapido fervas fub pe<9:ore Vulpem 5 

. Quae dederam fupra, Repeto^ funemque Re^ 

duco» 
Nil tibi concefiit Ratio : digitum exere peccas^ 
£t quid tarn parvum eft ? $ed nullo thure lita^f 

. bis,- ' -' 

flaereat in Stultis br^is & utfemuncia Re£Ui^- 
H sec mifcere Nefes :> « ■ ' ■ — : — 

r Are you moderate in. your defirejs, frii-^ 

: g^, and obliging to your friends ? Do yoa 

Jcnowwhen to fpare, and wheji to be*B« 

beral^ as occafion requires ? And can you 

-give a check to your avarice, in fpite of all 

: temptations which are laid in your way?= 

. Can you refrain from being too greedy ia 

,your purfuits after riches ? When you caa 

fincerely affirm that you are mafter of your* 

felf, and of all thefe good qualities^ thea 

you are free indeed, arid wife by the pror-^ 

pitious power of Jove and the Praetor. 

ButJ 
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But if you retain the old habits of a flave, 
and harbour ill qualities, Under the hypo-' 
critical appearance of virtue, you are as- 
much a flave as ever, while thus enflaved' 
to your vices. Philofophy gives no indul- 
gence to vice — makes no allowance for any 
crime. • If in wagging your finger, you 
afted againft reafon, you tranfgrefs, tho' the 
thing be of fo trifling a nature. AH the fa- 
crifices you can offer will never pafs for a 
dram of reftitude^, while your conduct is 
faulty. Wifdom is incompatible with folly. 

When to be bountiful, and when to fpare. 
And never craving, or opprefe'd with care ; 
The baits of gifts, and money to defpife. 
And look on wealth with- undefiring eyes ; 
When thou canft truly call thefe virtues thine. 
Be wife- and free by Heav'n's confent and mine. 
But thou, who lately of the common ftriin, ' 
Wert one of us, if ftill thou doft retain 
Th% fame ill habits, the fame follies too, 
Glofs'd over only with a faintrlike ihow. 
Then I refume the freedom which I gave. 
Still thou art boimd to vice, and ftill a flave. 
Thou canft not wag thy finger^ or begin 
The leaft flight motion, but it tends to fin. 
How's this ? Not wag my finger, he replies ? 
No, friend; not fuming gums, nor facrifice. 
Can ever make a madman firee^ or wife. 
Virtue and vice are never in one foul t 
A man is wholly wife> or wholly is a fool. 

This" 
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^ This i^th^^/edol^deii) that virtue aiene is 
trviebono^r^ true fr^edoo),* and folid,- du* 
r^lple happifiefs« It is^ indbed- its own re-. 
WsLtd* Therb are no fatisfadtions equal to,* 
Qir comparable' with' virtuotis, rational ex*^ 
erciief; nor can virtuous- difpofidons, and 
wplt improved -moral -powers be rewarded, . 
orreGeivehappinefsfuked to their nature,, 
hut from their exercifes and employments - 
about proper otje<Sirs. And as virtue gives 
pleafurfe fere^in proportion to the improve-, 
ments^it makes, far beyond all that mere 
fenfe can yield, in the moft advantageous 
circumftaJices -of outward enjoyment 5 fo iiK 
a ftate to com^ it fhall be fo placed as it^ 
improvetnents^ reqtH£%, that is, be placed* 
in circumftances that ^fh all afford it bufincJs^ 
or employment proportioned to its capacity, 
a'nd by means thereof the higjieft fatisfac- 
tion. — Sfuch a bafis for building moral in- i 

ftruftio^is upon we find in biftory, .Wer 
are warned in ibimc pagds to avoid'thle' mS-* 
feries and ^rdtchedftefe \*hifeh many have 
fallen into by departing frotai reafott'and- 
virtue ;---And in others, we meet with fuch 
virtjiious charafters and adliohs,- as fet forth 
the charms of integrity in their' full luftre,- 
and prove tbat-^virtue is the fupren^ beauty^* 
the fuprenfie charm ; tbac in keepingt thef 
precepcj^^ of' tmttA^ re^tti*, v^'^ feewi^er a- 
prefent felicity and reward ^ and have a pre- 

iagc 
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fdg^G£dio& higher^tewafds w^kh acvwi* a* 
fk^udy^ aoiirf& ol- lig^tr. aMi4tt^ ini anetheff^ 
yrorld^-^-^Glorimfi- m^untl virJui ! Wobld > 
niankiad<.but heaifkentaits voice, and obey ^ 
its- dicStates^^ ther&^^oukl^ be.no fuoh Bekgs r 
2i^Jmjadgt^yIiilinqiwUSy2xy^^rniters^ in this> 
lower woxi4> . Tha focial . inclinations aini^ 
d^i^fitioos^ wowld'for .ever prevail over< jhe. 
felfijQji^ agpetkes and paflions^ The law* of^ 
heo^yoknc© wauld^be the rule of life. Th&' 
a.dvancenient of the^ common igpod^woul^^ 
he. the- work of everyi man- 
ia* The* cafe however id \\ 
thac the^generaliiy-of mankind ♦ •AReJUaim 
aretooKx>priip£,,tf>A)e^vern. Ztnt7ndRi.^ 
ed ■ by th©> great, umveffai law UgUn', 
of focialnaaire^and'to grati- 
fy ambition, avaricei and the iikcy employr 
a^cuaning or. power; to fetze^ the natiiral. 
fighu anf I ;prop<»tiesrof others; { and there- 
fojpe, tarnatUTAlfViftUB 'grmnikd 0.1^ thire^fan ^ 
andfiinB^ of' tiwtgjf, in* themfelveSi tht firft'l 
and principal n^ean of Retiring the' peace * 
and^hagpiners.of fo^ietys it was nec^lXkryto^ 
add^two^ptiher ^and prineiples, civil gn^- 
vemmmt and Religjimf .ancj > fa^ hav6 - three ^ 
cond\ici|:>leineand40 fo^ial hdppineis. Thefe ' 
thre^ ar^^necefiaryfto^'ithe being;of a pMblio,:. 
aiid-of^them; rebgipn^ a$* Intake- ity>i»o£« 
th^&ft. coniiM|\A(:Qc%t; forrtbio* chokov^fdw^ 

only 
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only mind a natural wiue^ or benevolence 
flowing from the reafon, nature; iand fitnels 
<rf things ; and civil government cannot al- 
ways fecure the happinefs of mankind in 
particular cafes ; but Religion^ rightly un-- 
derftood, and fixed upon its true and pro* • 
per foundation, might dp the work, in con- 
junftion with the other two principles, and 
fecure the happinefs of Society. If man- 
kind were brought to the belief knd worjhip 
cf one only true God^ and to a Jtncere obedi- 
ence to his WilU' as we have it difcovered in 
Revelationj I think ' appetite and pafllon 
would ceafe to inyade by violence or fraud, ' 
or fet.up for private intereft in oppofidon 
to the public ftock or common good. But, 
alas ! Religion is fo far from being rightly ' 
underftood, that it is rendered by fome ex- 
plainers the moft doubtful and difputable 
thing in the world. They have given it 
more phafes than the moon, and made it 
every thing, and nothing, while they are 
fcreaming or forcing the people into their 
feveral faftions. This deltroys the moment 
of Religion, and the multitude arc thereby 
wandered into endlefs mazes and 'perplexi- 
ties, and rendered a haring, ftaring, wrath- 
ful rabble -, inftead of being transformed * 
into fuch chriftians as filled the firft church 
at Jemfalem ; chriftians who acknowledged 
and worshipped God die Father Almighty, 

in 
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in the name of Chrift, that is, under a be- 
lief of that autbmty and power which the 
Father, of the Univerfe h^s, for the good of 
mankind, conferred upon him ; and in bu- 
mility and metkmfsy in mortification zndfelf- 
denialy in a renunciation ofthefpirit^ wifdom^ 
and honours of this worlds in a love of God^ 
and dejire of doing God's wilU and feeking 
only, bis honour^ were by the Gofpel made 
like unfo Cbrijt. Golden Religion ! Golden Agi! 
-The JboSrine of Chriftianity was then a 
•Reflpration oi true Religion : the Practice o£ 
Chriftianity, z Rejloration of bumm NatWi. 
But now, alas ! too many explainers are 
employed in darkening dnd making doubt- 
ful the revealed Will of God, and by para- 
phrafes, expofitions, commentaries, notes^ 
and glofles, have almoft rendered revela- 
tion ufelefs. What do we fee in the vaft 
territories of Popery, but a pcrfeft Diabol- 
ifm in the place of the religi9n of our Lord ; 
dodfaines the moft impious and abfurd, the 
-moft inconfiftcnt and contradidtory in them- 
felves, the moft hurtful and mifchievous in 
their confequences ^ the whole fupported 
by perfecution, by the fophiftry of learned 
knaves, and the tricks ofjuggling priefts ? 
And if we turn our eyes from thefe regions 
of impo^ure^^xA cruelty^ to the realms of 
p:ot^ants^ do we not iind fome learned 
chriftiikBL critics and expofltors reducing the 
"Vot. I. C infpirecl 
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-infpircd writings to a aarkrdcnce ? without 

r^ard to the nature and intrinfic character 

oithcirdodtrinfis^ dothcynotadvaiice.no- 

•tibns as tru^and drvine, which have nbtcwe 

-j^ppcarance of divine Aiiiiority^ but, oh 

the contrary, militate with the reaf )h of 

things, and the moral fitnefs of aclicns;; 

and are fo far from being plain- and clear, 

free from all doubtfiilnefe,. or ambigUity, 

*and fuited'totheunderflandiijgs arid capaci- 

'tyof Hien, that the .darkhefs of them ^ren- 

4CTs*fiich pretentied revelation of little ler- 

vice-, and impeaches the veracity, wilcioni, 

and goodnefs of God? Alas! too many 

-Explainers are claAiorous, under the infalli*- 

-ble ftrcngth of riieir own peifuafions^- a«tl 

«cxert every power to unman <us inta befiev- 

•€TS. tHoW' the apoftles argued for the .great 

excellency and dignity of Chrffiianity, ife 

•not with them the queftion, fo far as 1 am 

able to judge from their learned writings ; 

but the fathers^ and ta^r iftmxxxzl fuperior^ 

•have put upon die iacred writings the pro»- 

per explications; .ahd.we.mtrft reteiycthe 

inJrfi as they dilpcnfe it to us. ^This is? not 

iTight, .in my conGqjtian. I own it docs 

not feem to anfwer the end of thre Mcffiah's 

xomitrg, which was xoxxAottiReafimi^mdi 

^eUgion tto ihcir rightfiil autihaacity uover 

hian{dhd;:aiid tojndke ail vittue,.antt>tra^ 

goodnefe," iiourilh m'tHe .earth j the moft 

pcrfe<3: 
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perfeA bldllng to be fure that God could 
beftow on man, or man receive from God* 
This bleffing we muft mifs, if humun au- 
thority is to pin us down to what it pleales 
to call fenfe of fcripture, and will fet up 
the judgment of fallible men as tiie teft of 
Chriftianity. The Chriftian Laity are mi- 
fcrable indeed, if they be put under an 
obligation to find that to be truth which is 
taught by thefe Leaders, In truvh, we 
fhould be unhappy men, with a revelation 
in our churches and our clofets, if the lea- 
ders had a right to make their own faith 
pafs for the faith of the Apoftks ; or, if we 
refufe it, might lance the weapons of this 
world at their people. What muft we do 
then as true Chriftians ? I think for myfelf, 
that we ought to form our judgment, in 
matters of faith, upon a ftrift, ferious and 
impartial examination of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without any regard to the judgment 
of others, or human authority whatever : 
that we ought to open the facred records,^ 
without minding any fyftems, and from tlie 
revealed word of God learn, that Chri(lian* 
ity does not confift in a jingle of unintelli- 
gible founds, and new fundamentals, hewn 
out by craft, entbufiafm, or bigotry, and 
maintained with an outrage of uncharitable 
^eal, which delivers Chriftians to the flame* 
trf an eternal hell : but that the heavenly 
C % religi(^ 
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religion of our Lord confifts in looking on 
the promifed Mefftab^ as the moft confum- 
mate blefling God could bellow or man re- 
ceive-, and that Jefus is that Mtffiab\ in 
adting according to the rules of the Gofpel, 
^nd in ftudying to imitate God, who is the 
moft perfeft underftanding nature, in all 
his moral perfedtions ; in becoming the 
Children of God by being (according to our 
capacity) perfeSt as he is ferfelt^ and bofy as 
he is hofyy and merciful as he is merciful \ 
and in our whole moral behaviour as like to 
bim as poflible. 

In a word, to flee injuJHce^ oppreffion^ in^- 
temperance J impurity ^ pride^ unmercifulnefs^ 

revenge : to praftile ^/z^/V^, piety ^ tem^. 

perance^ cbajiity^ humility y heneficence^ placa^ 

hility to turn from our iniquities to the 

pradlice of all virtue : and through the alone 
mediation of the only begotten Son of God^ he^ 
lieve in and worfbip the eternal mindy the one 
fupreme Spirit^ in hope of a glorious immcr- 
Ulity^ through the fanftification of the 

Holy Ghoft : Thefe are the things the 

Lord came down to teach mankind. For 
the New Tejiament itfclf then we muft de- 
clare, and look upon it as the only guide^ or 
rule of faith. It is now the only deliverer 
of the declarations of our Lord: And the 
rule in our enquiry is, that every thing w- 
i .2 cejfary 
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€e£ary to hi believed by a Chriftiany is in 
thofe Books not left to be gathered by con- 
fequenceSy or ifnpHcaticns ; but the things ne- 
cejfatj to obtain the favour of God promif- 
cd to Cbrijiians are expresjh declared. If 
this was not the cafe — if things ahfolutely 
necejfary were not exprefsly^ proclaimed to be 
fo^ the gpfpel revelation would be no rule 
at all (i). 



<i } To the plain 2aA fadsfadory method of feeking 
lot the faith in the facred books, there were many 
adverfaries and many objedUon^ raifed* There are 
(lays a greatman) a ytrj juimeioas bodjr of Chriftians 
who know no other guides bat the living guides of 
the piefent Church ; and acknowledge no G6k<cr faith 
for the £uth once Min/ered to the faints ^ but that which 
is lunjo delivered to them by xh^fnftta mUrs, as fucli* 

To dlabHih this point, the greater part of thefe 
IsLV down the infallibility o£ the fre/int church, and 
tof every man of the paft ages, through whofe mouth, 
Qrbywhofe hands, the prefent traditions oi faitk, 
have defcended to them. And this, indeed, would 
be a very good method, if that iingle proof of infal* 
libility could be proved. But this is a point fo grois, 
and fo utterly void of all proof, that a great body 
of the Chriftian *world^ have broke loofe from thie 
power of this monfter, and declared for the J^mv 
Tefiament itfelf, as the only guide or rule of faith \ the 
only deli<verer of i^t faith to us of later ag s. 

When this comes however to be pat in pra^lice, 

too many of the fame perfons who let the icriptures 

up as the only guide^ turn round on a fiiddeii, and 

C3 let 
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■ (T-i A. ^ 13. Biitit is time totellmy 
It^l 7f «r the ftory of the^t^autv 
lul Harnot Noel^ which I prcv 
ihifed in my third memorandum.—*— 



s 
let us know that they mean by it;, not thefe facnal 
•ori^nal writings themfelves^ but the inttrpnemuons^ 
or/enfe^ put upon them by our fpiritud ytr/^^rVj, .tcr 
which we are bound to fubmit, and put under an 
pbliffation to find thai to be i\it truth which is^ caught 
by thcfe leaders. 

But to,thi# wereply wiAreafoa, tHa,t Aojagji \^ 
:Ough(t^ pay a regard' of feriDus atte^don ttf- tho{f 
l9j^:^3 bu3&cf0 it ifr. 10 find- out and difpenfe. thf 
«»uth^ and-'ih&wthe refped of a>da0.examiaatiDB of 
whftt they affirm ;. yet we mtift not yield tks fubtmif* 
£Dn die oniyt to^infdlbMi^)^* It if,our. gjbtyi iiot . ta> 
ikfaxnit to-.diA Y^ioe of atoyr maoft . We . n^.M§r «|fiu^ 
/>^^/ regard, for HoJ^ and for Chrift^ in matters of 
7^^ ^smztMitm-td to ^foiiUisr 

. Otiier9» again, of the reformed« tell u»„ that th« 
Arei^ way of knowing what WK9 dtUfvertd i»&9>x eigh^ 
Jteen hundred years ago, is to take the oripnal faith 
•frdm. the CoanciU and Fathersf grsLve and good men, . 
who met and writ for die fettling of the yjiz/i&w— And 
to. this we aniwer, that thefd wife and good men can- 
not give fo good an account of the fiiith contained 
•in Che cM^jml books aa the books thm^lves which coni- 
tain it. 

To give an example to the purpofe. If we would 
Juiow &e dodtcine of the Chufch of Engluid at the 
reforination» it is not the Wfitings. of any particular 
divines mftay yea«s afisr diU. ^edod, that we . mud 
: . *< confiilt 
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- Oft the gk)wqus firft'ofrAuguft', before 
die beafts were roufed from their lodges^ or 
the> birds had foared upwards, tp pour forth) 
tbeir xnornipg harmpay ;. while tjie moun- 
tains .and' the grpves were overfhadQwcd by 
adun^obfcuricy^ and the dawn ftiU dappled 
the- drowfy Eaft with fpots of grey, in, 
fhort^ before the fun was up> or, with hia 
auTpicious preieiicel, began to animate infe- 
rior namre,. I 1^ my chamber; and withi 
my gun and dog, went out t» wander oveff, 
a pleafant country. The different afpefts 

CCHifult ; or any aiTembl/ of tl^era : but the ^utheBtic. 
^^ and declarations, and f^rmpns, made 'ancl "re-^^ 
dOrded' at tjie time ; fer many of the doctrines thought 
ejfikt}al;z\iX^(tref9>imcdh*t^ have beeh fioc^ ch^ed' 
fc^* g^»*»J ^^aricwsl;— by CJq>teiiiwaL>if?ng tS^ir. 
o$v^ jftilc^ 9^^ m^lifief of ;e^effiaay and in^-o4u(;ing} 
tjieir' owij fcheme of pKiloipphy, and Judgment la. 
cojnmenting, into the fchemt or dodrine to be ex- 
plaified. '!miU.{»!odacefi great variation from what 
wa^:0|i<Je;^ttl|Kl. Wha|:'was on^e- eHeemed f/inda*, 
mental is thpreby ait^red, — Let this be applied to, 
the firft ^hrirfian wrijiers, a§:er th^ Apojfles were de- 
pirt^di and ks theit' tangudge and philofophy were* 
ijlmdctay dlid'th&y di^bred.'&ono. One anothei:, %xt%3L 
t^i%l^oiT(s ipqfljicre^p^inj^ the.dc|flri|je6 c)(jHyered by» 
^em. It fpllovYS then,, that npthjng but what is re-^ 
corded in the fir.fi original books themfeJves "can be 
firm ancf ftabfc to us «n*points offaith. ' In the er/g-/-- 
nal imkLmi^ yi caa. ihid the./jzc^ft; without Uiajti 
fonfufion and darknefsy which human expli|^|i(Hi$ and^ 
additions have brought in by way of light. 

, . . . C 4 and 
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and the various points of view were charm- 
ingy as the light in fleecy >^rings increaf^' 
ed ; and when the whole flood of day de- 
fcended, the imhelUJhed early fcene^^z^ a 
fine entertainment. Delighted with the* 
beauties- of this morning, I climbed upthej 
mountains, and travelled through many. a. 
valley. The game was plenty,^ and for full, 
five hours, I journeyed onward, without; 
knowing where I was going, or thinking of: 
a return to coBege. . . 

About nine o'clock however I began xo^ 
grow very hungry, and was looking round 
to iee if I could difcover any proper habi-* 
tation to my purpofe, when I obferved in a 
'valley, at fome diftance, fomething that 
looked like a manfion. That way therefore 
I moved, and ydth no little difficulty, as I 
had a precipice to defcend^ or muft go a 
mile round, to arrive at the place I wanted ; 
down therefore I marched, got a fall by the' 
way that had like to have deflxoyed me, 
and, after all, found it to be a flied for cat- 
tle. The bottom however was very beau- 
tiful, and the fides of the hills fweetly 
copfed with little woods. The valley is fo 
divided, that the rifing fun gilds it on the 
right hand, and when declining, warms it 
on the left. 

— Veniens 
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* V eniens ^dextrum latus afpiciat Sol, 
Laevum difcedens cunu fugiente vaporet, 

A pretty brook here likcwHc babbles alongi 
and even Hebms ftrays not around Tirace 
with a purer and cookr ftream* 

Fons etiam rivo dare nomen idoneus, u€ nee 
Frigidior Thracatn nee puiior ambiat Hebrus. 

In this Iweet and delicious fo- 
litude, I crept on for fame time^ ie2^^^^ 
by the fide of the murmur- 
ing ftream, and followed as it winded thro' 
the vale» till I came to a little harmonic 
buUdmg, that had every charm and pro^ 
portion archite&ure could give it. It was 
lituated on a rifing ground in a broad part 
of the fruitful valley, and furrounded with 
a garden, that invited a penfive wanderer to 
roam in its delightful retreats, and walks 
amazingly beautiful. Every lide of this 
fine fpot was planted thick with underwood^ 
and kept fb low, as not to prevent a prof- 
peft to every pleafing remote ob]c6k* 

Finding one of the garden doors left 

open, I entered immediately, and to fcreen 

myfelf from the fcorching beams of the fun, 

got into an imbowered way, that led me to 

C 5 a large 
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a large ftmntaih^ in a ring or circular c^n-i 
ing, and fpom tfience, by a gradual^, eafy, 
ihady afcent, to. a femicircular amphithea- 
tre of ever-grecns, that was quite charm- 
ing. In this were fcveral feats for eafe, re- 
paft, or retirement ^ and at either end of it 
'a rotimda or temple x>f the Ionic order. 
One of thfcih was converted into a grotto or 
fliell-houfe, in which a politenels of fancy had 
produced and blended the ^ateft beauties 
oft nature and decoration. The other was 
a library, 'filled with the fineft books^ and ^ 
a..vaj(t vafiety of matjiematical inftruiiientsil 
r^Vrfaw Mifs'7^(7(?/ fitting* and fa intent 
at writing, ^',tliat llae. diet no!: take^aA/ rjoritc 
pfme, as. i flood at the window, ih' dbo- 
|ii(hment ^looking at the things before "me, 
]^nd,efpec;^lly at the amazing beauties of her * 
|acey,.^(i,the fplendbif.Qf ,her eye^y ^ 'fhe 
i-aifed them now aixd ,-theh from' the ^; paper 
ihe writ on, to look into a Heit^ Bibie - 
that lay open upon a fmall defk before Her. 
The whole fcene was fo very uncommon, 
and fo vaflly amazing, that I thought my- 
felf for a while on fome Ipot of magic 
jground, i^nd almpft doubted the reality of 
what my 'eyes beheld; till Mifs iVi?^/, by 
accident, looked full at me, and tlien carAe 
forward to the open window, to know who 
X wanted. 

Before 
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.Bffojre I wwW aofwcr, I fQ.vHici a venera- 
ble ipW gentkipaa ftanding by my fide, and 
hje fcemed rn.uch more fvirprized at the fight 
of me than his daughter was,; for,^ as this 
yqimg li^dy tpld ii;ie afterward, fhe' ^uefle4 . 
ai QAce thf \yhole a^fFair ; feeing me with my 
gim and do^, i^ a flioojting drels; and 
H^ew it was a natural curiqfity brought me 
into the gardenj and ftopped me at the 
window, when I faw her in fuch an atti- 
tude, ^d in fuch a plape. — This I affiled 
tliep.1 was the truth of my cafe, with this 
Ir^iall adciitipn however, that I was ready to 
perifh for want pf fomething to eat ; having 
been froni four in the morning at hard ex- 
erc'^fe, and had not yet broke my fall. — 
If this be the cafe, fays the good old man, 
yo.u are welcome. Sir, to Eden-Park, and 
you (hall foon have the beft breakfaft Qur 
• boufc affords. 

Upon this Mr. Noel brought me into his 
honfe,'. and the lovely Harriot made tea for 
me, and had fuch plenty of fine cream, and 
extraordinary bread and butter fet before 
pie, that I breakfafted with uncommon 
pleafure. The honour and happinefs of her 
company rendered the repaft quite delight- 
ful. There was a civility fo very great in 
her manner, and a focial goodnefs fo charm- 
ing in her talk and temper, that it was un- 
., C 6 ipeakablg 
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fpeakable delight to fit at table with her. 
She afked me a number of queflions relat- 
ing to things, and books, and people, and 
there was 16 much good fenfe in every in* 
quiry, fo much good humour in he*|reflec- ' 
tions, and replications, that I was entirely' 
charmed with her mind ; and loft in admi- 
ration, when I contemplated the wonders 
of her face, and| the beauties of her perlbn* 

When breakfaft was. over, it was time 
for me to depart, and I made half a dozen 
attempts to rife from my chair 5 but without' 
her laying a rofy finger on me, thi^ illuftri-^ 
ous maid had fo totally fubdued my foul, 
and deprived me of all motive power, that - 
I fat like the renowned Prince of the Maffa- 
getes, who was ftiffened by enchantment 
m the apartment of the Princefs Phedima^ 
as we read in Amadis de Gaul This Mift 
jVi?^/ faw very plain, and in compaffion to 
my misfortune, generoully threw in a hint 
now and then, for a little farther converfa- 
tion to colour my unreafonable delay. But 
this could not have been of fervice much 
longer, as the clock had ftruck twelve, if the 
old gentleman, her father, had not returned 
to us, and told me, he infifted on my ftaying 
to dine with him ; for he loved to take a 
glafs after dinner with a facetious compa- 
nion, and WOUI4 be obliged to me for my com- 
pany. 
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pany. At prefenr(h4r. Noel contmued) yoti 
will excufe me. Sir, as bufinefs engages me 
till we dine : but my daughter will chat the 
hours away with you, and Ihevir you the cu- 
riofities of her library and grott, Harriet 
will fupply my place. 

This was a delighiful invitation indeed, 
and after returning my hearty thanks to the 
old gen^eman for the favour he did me, I 
addrefled myfelf to Mifs Noel^ when her fa- 
ther was gone, and we were walking back 
to the library' in the garden, and told hei* 
ingenuoufly^ that though I could not be 
pofitive as to the fituation of my foul, whe- 
ther I was in love with her or not, as I never 
had experienced the paflion before, nor knew 
what it was to admire a woman i having 
lived till thar morning in a ftate of indi^ 
ference to her fex \ yet, I found very ftrange 
emotions within me, and I was fure I could 
not leave her without the moft lively and af- 
flidting inquietude. YoCi will pardon, I 
hope. Madam, this efFufion of my heart, 
and fuffer me to demonftrate by a thou- 
fand and a thoufand adions, that I honour 
you in a manner unutterable, and from 
this time, can imagine no happinels but 
with you. 

SIri 
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• . Siri (tb.ifi ini;j?.i^9.bje.q:iaid re- 

AConverfd- pli^^) jfbu arc.^ e4W« ftranger; 

^WaSo^X in- ^^ ^^* ^^^ tP declare ^, pafljon ' 

«S/>«Tm*/ QI1 ^ few hwrs acquaintance^ 
langm^ of . ipiift b.^. either to .try my ^yeak-; 

Adam,"^W nefe, or becaufe. vou tWfjH^^' 

^^5 •^'I'f/^" younoj woman ii incapable o/ 

njtty of the ' i-n ^ i_- i^ r i 

H^w ^ -.reljiftHnc.j^^ey tjiing feut fych 
f(^i^^^, ftviff, \ni?'n ^lone; in cpnve^fa-- 

tion wi^h 9 gentleman, I beg 
tben T may tiear bo more pf tiis, ^and as f 
am lure yw CW talk ppon majiy rnore ra- 
tional fubj^iSts, rec^y^ft y9Hf favpur^ to^ive 
pie you^ '6p,i|ii9n ,on jfQnie;^rti^^ in .this 
Mdrre^. Bike ypR fee ^ ly iag op^n on the ta- 
ble in this roQijit ' ly^J father/ Sir, ariion^ 
pth^ic tbipgs. he hj|s taken great pains to in-; 
ftrud: me iri^^ for feyeral year§ that I have 
Jivjed with biraa jn ji.Hin^ /pi'.fplitafy ftate, 
jTlAce the .death, pf iiiy mother,, whojii Iloft 
kheq I was very young,^ has t^i^gW me to 
read and underftand . this inlpired Hebrew 
book •, and fays we miift afcribe primavity 
and Jacred prerogaiiv.es' tp this' language. 
Vqt P^y part, i .fove fome dt>ubts. as to this 
jmatter, r>Yhich I 'dare jpot mefitipa to . rny . 
f^xher,' ' Tell me/ if you pleafe^* what yo4 

tfcipk of tb^ thipg." ' , ' '^. ' ■ ;.. . 

Mifs NoeU (I anfwered) fince it Is your 
cosmnand, that J Ihould be filent as to that 

ftam^ 
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%ime your glonous eyes aiyl und^itanding: 
iavc %h£ed up in my ibwl, like fome fupe- 
rior nature, before whom I am nothing, fi- 
Icnt I will be, and tell you what I fancy on 
a fubjed: I am certain you underftand much 
better than I do. My knowledge of the. 
Hebrew b but finally though I have learned 
to read and. underftand the Old T^(tam^n( 
in the yfiutz-jGLz^^ lajiguagc« : > 

My opinion on your queftion is, that the 
Biblifd Hebrew was the language of Para- 
dife, and continued to be ipoken by all men^ 
down to, . and at the time of Mofis writing, 
the Petxtateucfa^ and long aftttr. ^^im% 
though bred in ChaMca, could converfe. 
freely with the E^yptians^ the Sod^mfe^ wf^ 
the King of Gerar% nor ^k) we find, tM% 
any variety of fpeech interrupted th^ coftn'-t 
jncrccofhirfQB.JJ&^jc with the fevpral na^v 
tion§ around, or that it wer ftppt. 74^^^ i^ 
his travels. Nay, the Ifraelit^Sy in their 
journey.jthrough the dcfarta of 4^aH^, (ajP* 
ter they had been fome hundred years in 
Egyp) though joined by a mixt multitude, 
and meeting with divers kihdsi of people, 
had not corrupted their language, and were 
eafily underftood, becaufe it was then the 
univerfal one. The fimphcity and diftind*' 
nefs of the Hebrew tongue prcferved its pui 
rity fo long and fo univerfally. It could 

HOC 
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not well be degenerate till the knowledge of 
nature was loft, as its words confift but of 
two or three letters, and are perfectly well 
fluted to convey fenfible and ftrong ideas^ 
It was at the captivity (2), in the fpace of 
feventy years, that the Jews^ by temporifing 
with the ignorant vidors, fo far n^lcfted 
the ufage of their own tongue, that none but 
the fcribes or learned men could underftand 
Mo/es*s bo9ks. 

• This I confefs (Mifs Noelisdd) is a.plau- 
fible account of the primavity and pre-em- 
nence of the facred Hebrtw^ but I think it is 
HOt neceflary the account fhould be allowed 
as fa6l. As to its being the language in Pa- 4 
radife, this is not very probable, as a com* 
pafs of 1 800 years muft have changed the 
firft language very greatly by an increafe of 
words, and new inflexions, applications^ 
and conftruftions of them. The few firft 
inhabitants of the earth were occupied in 
few things, and wanted not a variety of 



(2) The captivity began at Nehuxaradanh taking 
and burning the city and temple of Jet-u/aU^^ and 
fending Zedekiab^ the lad kii\g» in chains, t6 Nehu^ 
thadnexxar^ who ordered his children tabe butcheredr 
before his face, his eyes to be pat oat, and then 
thrown into a dangeon, where he died. This hap- 
pened before our Lord 588 years ;. aftec the flooKla 
1766 1 of the world 3410. 

words > 
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words I but when theif defcendants mvehted 
arts and improved fciences, they were oblig- 
ed to coin new words and technical terms, 
and by extending and transferring their 
words to new fiibjefts, and ufing them fi^ 
guratively, were forced to multiply the 
fenfes of thofe already in ufe. The lan-« 
guage to be fure was thus gradually culd« 
vated, and every age improved it. All liv- 
ing languages are liable to fii'ch change* I 
therefore conclude, that the language which 
ferved ^firftpair would not do for fuc- 
ceeding generadons. It became vaftly more, 
copious and extenfive, when the numbers of 
mankind were great, and their langua^ 
jpuft ferve converfation and the ends of life, 
and anfwer all the purpofes of intelligence 
and correfeondence. New words and hew. 
terms of Ip^ch, fix)m time to time were 
neceflary, to give true ideas of the things, 
actions, offices, places, and times peculiar. 
to the Hebrews. Even Hutchinfon allows 
there was fomc coinage, fome new words^^ 
framed. We find in the latter prophets,* 
words^ not to.be met with in the Pentateuch : 
and from thence we may fuppofe, that Mo^ 
fes ufed words unknown to Nimrod and He- 
bef': and that the men at Sbinaar (3) had 



(3) SlnHaar ccmiprehends the plains of CbalJea or 
Bafylonia in Afia ; and the mn of Shinaar were tho 
■ -. firft 
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were ftrangers to. , ^\m in tjie- feMcnteenth, 
qcntuiyv there. mufthaMe-b^tei^a gri3at,alter-t 
ation in.theJa^uage.Qf y^f»»i. ^nd wheni; 
the metierabk. Patri^ch .afld. feis family/ 
came into a new. w<^ld, tliiat was^in a dj;flSe*> 
Fcnt ftate frqm. the earth/tefojre the|deluge>; 
andfaw a vaft. variety, of things withoui; pj-j^-, 
cedent in the old world* %h^. alief^tio;^^ ixi^ 
nature anddiet, muft intipduce a nwliitudcf 
of new ' terms in, thi©g$. 9f • qqnnn9iifi.Hp«rM 
Mco -amiv ufage;; i-3fi,/.^f^^c^ tN*- 4ipig«ipU 
wralutiiA. in. the? iijajtir^ WQrI4,./n<^ <>nlj5 
the clouds, add meteei^. v^er^ 4i^i^9t^ .an4 
the.&iils; thau w^jre: f^yed h^ ^ 4ew/ftndi 
^flioniftiing viwof t^ ruin, an^ Jcepaif <^ 
riiff.fjjflem^ B»*fe2yi5^j4^4;tMn,bpgi^,^^ 
ait:hu(bandmM ^ Wl^'^m^^Jk^mm^ >ii^ 
iiBwnted. win^ ;c?aiwi ftorhinjf . tfest fii^ gr^ifM 
i»OT gLvea of ;cjaiaj9g.fi!§fe-i i»Allcthq%!jthi0g* 
uequfliiJed as it wer^.a.|]fce«r l^qgii^ge^ ^^. tM 
tenons to be fui^. ^wi^ Q:iaAl^]^-encr:e4fe4{ 
The Noachic^ lMg%}agfi mwft: be qu^te ^rqh 
their thing ikfter th<^:gri?wie3fQnfe of tbfc/es^ 



j^iios oi Jlrmenta^ where the -^ri relied aiter ^zjlood^^ 
to ftttk ki the grand plains t)f Saif^lania, 1200 milcs^ 
from Ararat. This was in the days of /*^/?g>, 240 
years after the flood, when the eight had encreafed ta 

.; Haa 
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H^ Mslhufilabi who coaver&d many year$ 
with jidamy who. received from his mouth 
the hiftory of the creation ^ndfaUj and who 
lived 600 years with Noaby to communicate 
to him all the knowledge. he got from ^J^;» ; 
had this Antediluvian wife man been railed 
from the dead to converfe with the poftdiltc^ 
vian fathers^ or even with,iVi?ai&,, the year- he 
died, that is, 350 yeaus zfxcr the flopd -y i5 it 
not credible, from what I have faid, that he 
would have. heard a language very different 
from that tongue he ufcd ia the converikr 
tions with Jdamyevcn m the ^3bth year of 
the frfi man (4) ? . 1 imagine Meibufelab 
would. iK^t have been able to have tdked 



(4) Thce^ctraordinaiy ^»^^/(3^ oFtlie . -^ 

Jlntedilmiians 15 accounted utterly incre- f^^l^mt 
dible b^r many- M0i/irr»r; but k <fid not ^^,^ 
appear fo unnatural to the eaoly ages qf 
' Pagamjm.^^4j^l no one (fay« J^o/efhtu) upoji compar- 
ing the lives of the ancients with our livesy and wit£i 
the few years which we now live, think that what we 
have faid of them is falie. I have for witaefs to wha£ 
I have faid, all thofe who have written antiquitksi 
both among the Greeks and Barbarians'. For even 
Ma»etht>y who. wMte the Egyptian Hiftnry ;. and. &r 
rofusy who coliefted the Chaldean Monuments ; and 
Mochus and Hojii^eus ; and befides theie,^ Hieronymus 
the Egyptian^aad thofe who compofed the PhosniciaA 
Hiftory, agree to what I here fay. Hefiod alfo, an4 
Hecutausj and Hallaniusy and Acufilaus ; and beiide^ 
thele, ppborus^ and Nmlam oiDgfffa/ciu^ r^ate ti^at 
the ancients lived 1000 years. 

Tho 
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with Noab^ at the time I have mentioned^ 
of the circumftances that then made the 
cafe of mankind, and of the things of 
common experience and ufagc. He muft 
have been unable to conyerfe at his firft ap* 
pearance* 

What you fay, Madam, (I replied) is 
not only very probable, but affords a fatif- 
fadtion unexpcftcd in a fubjeft on which 
we are obliged, for want of data^ to ufc 
conjeftures. I offer up to your fuperior 
fenfe the notion, that the Scriptures were 
wrote /in the language of Paradife^ Moft 
cfertain it is, that even in rcfpeft ta our 
own language, ,,fer example^ the fubjefts of 
Henry the ift would find it as much out 
of their power to underftand the Englijho^ 
'George the ift*s reign, were they brought 
up again, as the ordinary people of our 
time are at a lofs to make any thing of 
the Englijh written in the ift Henryh rei n^ 
But when I have granted this, you will 
be pleafed to inform me, how Jiraham 



The ancient Latin authors likewife confirm the fa* 
cred hiHoiy in this branch : and Varro, in particular, 
jnade an enquiry. What the reaibn was that the an* 
tients lived a thoufand years. 

See a continuatioB of this 4th note in the appendix. 

and 
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and his fons convcrfed and commerced with 
the nations, if the Hebrew was not the 
univerfal language in their time? If the 
miracle at Babel was a confuHon of tongues^ 
as is generally fupppfed, how did the holy 
family talk and ad with fuch diftant Kings 
and people? Illuminate 'me, thou glorious 
girl, in this dark article^ and be my teacher 
in Hebrew learning, as I flatter myfelf you 
will be the guide and diri^nt of all my no- 
tions and my days. Yes, charming Har- 
riot^ my fate is in your hands. Dilpofe 
of it as you Will, and make me what you 
pleafe. 

You force me to fmile, (the illuftrious 
Mifs Noel replied) and oblige me to call 
you an odd compound of a man. Pray, 
Sir, let me liave no more of thofe romantic 
flights, and I will anfwer your queftions as 
well as I can ; but it mull be at fomc other 
time. There is more to be faid on the mi- 
racle of Babelj and its efFedts, that! I could 
difpatch between this and our hour of din- 
ing, and therefore, the remainder of our 
kilure till dinner, we will pafs in a vifit to 
my grotto, and in walking round the gar- 
den to the parlour we came from. To the 
grotto then we went, and, to the beft of my 
power, I will give my reader a defcription <rf 
this fplendid room. 

In 
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oceans and rivers from aU parts of the world, 
^nd pebbles, ftones, and ores of the great- 
eft curiofity and wonthi Thcfe were all dit 
|X)fed in fuch a manner, as not only fhed a 
glorious luftre in the rooni, but Ihewcd the 
43nderftanding of thi$ young lady in natural 
knowledge. 
« 

In one part of th« grot yftre coUefted and 
arranged the ftony coverings (rfall the fliell- 
fifli in the fea^ from the ftriated patella and 
its feveral fpecies, tothejpj&^^^^jin all their 
fpecies : and of thofe that live in the frefli 
ftreams, from thefuboval limpet or umbonat^ 
edpatdla^ and its fpecies, to the triangular^ 
and deeply ftriated cardia. Even all the 
land-lheils were in this collection, from the 
pomatia to the round-moutbed turbo. The 
xnoft beautiful genera of the fea-fliells, inter- 
mixed with foflil corals of all the kinds, 
with animal fubftances become fofTil ; and 
with copper-ores, agates, pebbles, pieces of 
the fineft marmora and alabaftritae, and the 
moft elegant and beautiful marcaiites, and 
chryftals, and fpars. Thefe filled the great- 
eft part of the walls, and in clafles, here 
and there, Wers fcattered, ai foils to raife 
fhe luftre erf" the others, the inferior 4helk. 
.-•..:.•' ' ^ ; , : * :" ' 

. Among the fimpie fea-lhells, that is, thoft 
of one (helU without a hinge, I faw &veral 
:> ' . rare 



y^ 
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Tare ones, that were neither in Mrs. 
0'Hara\ nor in Mrs, Crafion*s grottos 
in Fingal^ as I obferved to thofe ladies (5). 
The fhells I. mean are the following ones. 



(5) I bad once a fweet little country houfe in tlie 
neighbourhood of thofe ladies, and ufed to be often at 
their gardens and grottos. Mrs. Crafion had the fineft 
ihellfi, but her grott was^uU and regular, and had no 
appearance of nature' in the formauon.. She wa^ a 
pious, plain, refined lady, but had not a fancy equal 
to the operation required in a fhell-houfe. 

The excellent, the polite, the well-bred, the good^ 
and unfortunate Mrs. (XHaraj had a glorious fancy. 
She was a genius, and had an imagination that formed 
a grotto wild and charming as Calyp/o^s. Her fancy 
did likewife form the garden (in which the grotto 
iftood, near the margin of a flood) into a paradiie of 
delights. Many a pleaiing, folitary hour, have I 
jpaiTed in this charming place ; and all at lail I faw 
. in ruins ; the garden in diforder — and every fine fheU 
torn from the grotto. 

Such are the changes and chances of this firft ftate ; 
changes wifely defigoed by providence as warnings not 
to fet up our reft here : that we may turn our hearts 
from this world, and with all our might labour for 
\hat life which fliall never perifh. -^ 

What ruined Mrs. 0'Hara*s grotto deprived me of 
my Kttle green and fhady retreat. Charles O'Hara, 
this lady's hufband, a ftrange man, from whom I 
rented my pretty farm, and tow hom I had paid a fine 
to lower the rent, had mortgage's it, unknown to me, • 
to the famous Dttmer^ and that powefful.man. fwai- 
lowed all. All I had there was feized for arrears of 
intereft due of Mr. O'Hara ; and as I was ever liable 
to diftraining, 1 took my leave of FingalL 

Vot. L D I. The 
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r- a;/ ^' Ths fichtruwpet^ which 

yi7 W '' is in its perfea ftatc nine inches 
Trumpet. long, an inch and , half dia^ 
meter at ii^s mouth or irregu- 
lar lip, and the opening at the fmall end 
about half an inch. The furface is a beau- 
tiflil brown, prettily fpottcd with white, 
and the pipe has fourteen annular ridges 
that are a little elevated, and of a fine purt 
pie colour. 

rhe Admiral ^ ^' ^^ ^^^>"^^ ^^ 7^^! 

beautiiul, 2iVGluta two. inches 
and a half long, and an inch in dianntcter^ 
at the head, from whence it decreafes to a 
cone with an obtufe point. The ground 
colour is die brighteft, elegant yellow, finer 
than that of Sienna matble, and this groimd 
fb variegated with the brighteft colours, 
that a little more than a third part of the 
ground is feen. Broad fafcia:?, the moft 
charminglV varied, furround it, and the 
clavicle isxhe moft elegant of objeds in cor 
lours, brightncfs and irregularities. There 
is a pupAiiated line of variations that runs 
in the centre of the yellow fafcia, ajid is 
wonderfully pretty. This beautiful Eaft 
Jndiam iells at a great pricci. 



5r The 
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3. The crown impsrial is like- 
wife extremely beautiful This f^^'-^'* 
volutar IS four inches \sm%y two 
in diameter at the top^ and its head adorn- 
ed with a charming fcries. erf" fine tubercles^ 
pointed at the extremities. 7-he ground 
is a clear pale, and near the head and ex- 
tremhy oF the (hell, two very beautiful 
^Kones run round. They are of the bright- 
eft yellow, and in a manner the moft' ele- 
gant, are variegated with black and white 
purple. It is an Eaft Indian. 

4* The Hebrew letter^ ano- ^^ 
ther voluta, is a fine curiofity. Y/u!! "^ 
-It is two inches in length, and 
an inch and •a quarter in diameter at the 
top. It is a regular conic figure, and its 
exerted clavicle has feveral volutions. The 
ground is like the white of a fine pearly and 
the body all over variegated with irregular 
marks of bkck, which have a near refenv- 
blance^f the Hebrew characters. This ele- 
gant IheH is an E(^ Indian. 

5. The white voluta^ with 
bmwn and blue and purple J^ff^^^^ 
Ipots. This very elegant fliell, 
whafe ground is a charming white, is found 
cm the coaft of Guinea, ucxA five to fix 
D z inches 
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inches in length, and its diameter at the 
head often three inches. It tapers gr^u- 
ally, and at the extremity is a large obtufe. 
Its variegation^ in its fpots are very beau- 
tiful, and its fpots are principally difpofed 
in many circles round the fhell. 

6. The Butterfly is'a voluta 
The Butter^ ^^^ ^^^ elegant of this beau- 

tiful genus. Its length is five 
inches in its perfeftion, and two and a half 
broad at the head. The body is an obtufe 
cone : the clavicle is pointed, and in feve- 
ral. volutions. The ground is the fineft 
yellow, and beautified all over with fmall 
brown fpots, in regular and round feries. 
Thefe variegations are exceeding pretty, 
and as this rare Eaft Indian Ihell has befides 
thefe beauties three charming bands round 
the body, which are formed of large fpots 
of a deep brown, a pale brown, and white, 
and refembles the fpots on the wings of 
butterflies, it is a bcautifi»l fpecies indeed. 
-The animal that inhabits this fhell is a 
Umax. 

7* The tulip cylinder is a ve- 

C Iwfr? -^ ftarce and beautiful native 

"^ ' / of the Eaft Indies, and in its 

ftate of perfeftion and brightnefe of colour, 

of 
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of great value. Its form is cylindric, its 
length four inches^ and its diameter two and 
a half at its greateft increafe. Its clavicle 
has many volutions, and terminates in an 
obtufe point. The ground colour is white> 
and its variegations blue and brown. They 
are thrown into irregular clouds in the moft 
beautiful manner, and into fome larger and 
fmaller foots. The limax inhabits Siis fine 

fcell. 

« 

I likewife faw in this grotto the fineft 
fpecies of the furpura^ xkt doliay and the 
perceUana. There was of the firll genius 
the thorny woodcock c-^-of the fecond, the 
iforp JbeU ^^''^aid of the thirds the argus 
JbeU. 

8. The tkofTTf woodcock is ^ 

-ventricofe, and approaches to j^^//^^i^ 
an oval figure. Its length, full . : 
CTown, is five^ inches 5 the clavicle fhort, 
but in volutions diftiiift ;; and its roftrum 
from the mouth twice the length of the reft 
of the flielL This fnout and the body have 
four ferics of fpines, generally an inch and 
half long, pointed at the ends, and fome- 
what crooked. The fpines lie in regular, 
longitudinal feries. The mouth is almpft 
round, but the opening is continued in 
D3 the 
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ihc form of a flfe up die rofthim. TkiR 
colour df this Ai«ericaB, and «xtBcmely 
elegant fliell, is a tawny yellow, yvith ^ 
fine mixtwe of a lively broiwi, «id by 
bleachmg €m the ooafts, it gets mwy fpol^ 
(rf Y^te. 

9. The iea$aifid harp is .4 
-irx^ A?;j. CittHefe^threc incfces andia half 
long, and two and a ha,tf . J9 
diaiBeter. The fhell is tumid and inflated^ 
-andat <t)ie4)eadja«geit ' iit:1ias(:moitiftli&ng 
H^lavick ill feMeml y^i^uuioii^ faaintod At iHlP 
^extremity, and il^ other ^esuin^me. is ^Vl»&3tt 
-redrum. Tbe'wliok'fiaffaQe.isome^ia^rtt^ 
^^91^ ekvated'iifos,.t{th^'a2iejsEfee<$t;ti^iQi?.jt» 
thick as a ilraw, and as diftant from ^^ 
other as the thicknefs of four ftraws, The 
colour 13^ fkledec^rJiss>iifn,T4riegtted^^ 
wj^jf^ a^akriiirawm in E ipmMT JliNN 
prizingly beaiurtt&L 

ID. The CKtfsindy degarit 
^be ^Argils. !m^m^'&o«k thc ooaft of Afri- 
ca, > avid is £>metinics finind in 
ithe'Efift Indies. ^t$ kngth, in a ftatc jdf 
j)«fe^iofi, is four inches and a iialf ; its 
aiameter three. It is oblong and gihtoous, 
has a wide mouth, and lips fo continued 
beycmd the verge, as to form lax e^h ex- 
tremity a broad and ihort beak. The co- 
low 
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lauf n afiQie pale ycUowv and ever the body 
fuie three brown fafcias : but the whole fur- ' 
face, and thefe fafcia^ are ornamented with 
jpr>ultitudes c/f the mpft beautiful round 
fpots, which rei^mbk eyes in the wings of 
the fineft butterflks. The H^mox inhabits 
this charming ihell. This creature is the 
&a-fnail. 

II. Tht concha cf Vtnus -vzs 
the next (hell in this young ^'^ ^^ 
Itfi^s collejf^ion that engaged * 

my attention^ One of them was three inr 
£he$ long, and two and a half in diameter^ 
The valves -were convex, and in longitudinal 
dire^ipa 4w^y ftriated. The hinge at 
j^e j¥^r9Ui^o£fnfi m^ la^ and beaiitifulr 
ly wiK>Mgjbt, ^tHieqpeoiiig'theibell'was 
^f>ver^ with /the moft elqgant wrinkle^ 
iips» j^ the xnoft beautifvil red colour, fine»- 
ly intermixed with white ; thefe lips do not 
unite in the middle, but have (lender* inA 
beautiful iptnes round about the trun ;ated 
f nds of the (belli This Jhell cf Vttms is a^< 
'American, and vahied% the coUedbors ^ 
^ high rate. 

1.2. Bpt of all the curious' . 

flielis in this wonderfiU coUec- o 4^ 
tiion, the hammer oyft^ was 
.what! wondered at, moft 4 it i$. the moft 
D 4. extraor- 
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extraordinary fliell in the world. It itfem- 
bles a pickax, with a very Ihort handle 
and a long head^ The body of the ftiell is 
in the place of the handle of the inftrument^ 
and is four inches and a half in diameter^ 
What anfwered to the head of the pickax 
was feven inches long, and three quarters 
of an inch in diameter. This head ter- 
minates at each end in a narrow obtufe 
point, is uneven at the edges, irregular in 
its make, and lies crofswife to the body : yet 
the valves fhut in the clofeft and moft ele- 
gant manner. The edges are deeply fur- 
rowed and plated, and the lines run in irre- 
gular direftions. The colour without is a 
^ fine mixture of brown and purple-, and with- 
in, a pearly white, with a tinge of purple. 
This rare (hell is an Eaft IndisLn, and when- 
tjver it appears at an auftion is rated very 
high. I have known ten guineas given for 
a perfeft one. 

With a large quantity of thefe moft beau- ^ 
tiful (hells, which are rarely feen in any 
colleftion, and with all the faniily of the 
pEtens^ the cardi^^ the folenSj the cyUndri^ 
the murexeSy the turbines^ xhtbuccina^ and 
every fpecies of the fineft genera of fliells, - 
Mifs Noel formed a groito that exceeded 
every thing of the kind I believe in the 
world J all I am fure that I have feen, ex- 
cept 
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cept the late Mrs, Harcauri*s in Ricbmbnd* 
Jhire -, which I fliall give my Reader a de- 
fcription of, when I travel him up thofe 
Englifli Alpes. It was not only, that Mifs 
Noel*s happy fancy had blended all thcfe 
things in the wildeft and moft beautiful 
difpofition over the walls of the rotunda ;. 
but her fine genius had produced a variety 
of grotts within her grotto, and falling wa- 
ters and points of view. In one place^ was 
the famous Atalanta^ and her delightful 
cave : and in another part, the Goiddefs 
and Ulyfles's fon appeared at the entrance 
of that grott, which under the appearance 
of a rural plainnefe had every thing could 
charm the eye : the roof was ornamented 
with Ihell-work ; the tapeftry was a tender 
vine ; and limpid fountains fweetly purled 
round. 

But what above all the finely^ 
fancied works in Mifs Noel^s ^iinairetf 
^tto pleafcd me was a fi. f^^^^^ 
gure of the philolopher EptHe- Legend;, 
tusj in the centre of the grott.. 
He fat at the door of a cave,, by the fide 
of a falling water, and held a book* of his 
philofophy in his. hand, that was written itt 
the manner of the ancients, that is, on 
parchment rolled up clofe together. He 
appeared in deep meditation, aijd as part 

' . . D 5 of 
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ef the book had been unwrapped. and gira 
dually extended, from his :knfie on the 
ground, oite coiUd read ver^ plain, in large 
Greek chara6feers, about fifty lines. The 
£ngliih of the kflbn was this* 

Sr^^ Master Science, 

AH irhings Imve riiQr nalurSj their m^ke 
tnd form, by which they aff^ and by which 
they ftifer. The 'v^etahk proceeds with 
perfe6t infenjibility. The brtt^ poflefles a 
lenfe (rf vdiat is pleafurj^ble and painful, but 
ftops at mere fenfation^ The ratiand^ like 
the brute, has all the powers *of mere fenfa-- 
UoHy but enjoys a ferthei* tranfcendent /i-^ 
iuky. To him is imparted the mafier-fcienct 
of vskat he is, where he is, and -the end, 
to which he is deftined. He is dircdled by 
the canon of reafon to reverence the dignity 
of his own fuperior dharafter, and neyer 
wretchedly degrade himfelf into natures t* 
Jhim fuhordinate. The mafter fciciice (h^^ 
is told) confrils in having juft ideas of plea- 
fores and pains, true notions of the moment^. 
and confequences of different actions and 
puriiiits^^ whereby he may be able to mear 
feine^ dircft or coniroul his dtfires oc avcr^ 
6on^, and neyer merge into miferics. Re- 
jBQember this,, Amanus* Then only you* 
ate. q|ualJi£bdJcu* Ji£e, whoo you are able x^ 

opgofe 
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Such was Mils NoeTs grotto,' 
Zif^'^^ and with her, if it had been in 

Mod / cJtfa- ' , r* T 1 J 

ra^er. ^^Y power to choofd, I had ra- 

, ^ ther have pafled in it the day 

in talking of the various fine fubjedls it con- 
tained, than go in to dinner ; which a fer- 
vent informed us was ferving up, juft as I 
had done reading the above recited philofo- 
phical leflbn. Back then we returned to 
the parlour, and there found the old Gen- 
tleman. We fat down immediately to two 
very good difhes, and when that was over^ 
Mr. Noel and I drank a bottle of old Ali- 
cant. Though this Gentleman was up- 
wards of eighty, yet years had not deprived 
him of reafon and fpirit. He was lively 
and fenfible, and ftill a moll agreeable com- 
panion. He talked of Greece and Ropte^ as 
if he had lived there before the -^ra of 
chriftianity. The court of Auguftus he was 
fo far from being a llranger to, that he de- 
fcribed the principal perfons in it; their 
aftions, their pleafures; and their caprices, 
. as if he had been their contemporary. We 
talked of all thefe great charadters. We 
went into the gallery of Ferres. We looked 
over the ancient theatres. Several of the 
moft beautiful paffages in the Roman poets 
this fine old man repeated, and made very 
plealant, but moral remarks upon them. 

•The 
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The cry (faid he) ftill, is as it was in the 
days of Horac e ' ^ ■ ■ 

O cives^ civesj quaerenda pecuniaprimum^ 

Virtus poft nummos. 

Unde habeas nemo quaerit^ fed oportet habere. i 

Quorum animis, a prima lanugine, non in* • I 

feditUlud? ^ I 

And what Catullus told his Lejbiaj is it 
not approved to this day by the iargeft part 
of the great female w6rld ? 

VivamuSj mea Lejhia^ atque amemusy 
Rumorefque Senium Severiorum^ 
Omnes unius aeftimemus affis. 
Soks occidere et redire poffunt^ 
Nobis ^ cumfemel occiait brevis luXj 
Nox eft perpetua una dormiendo. 
THsbc difcunt omnes ante Alpha & Beta 
puellse. 

The girls aJl learn this leflbn before their . 
A. B. C : And as to the opinion of the 
poet^ it (hews how fadly the Auguftan age,^ 
with all its learning, and polite advantages^ 
was corrupted : and as Virgil makes a jeft 
of his own fine defcription of a. paradife or 
the Elyfian fields j as is evident from his 
difmiffing his hero^ out of the ivory gate ; 
which fl^ws he was of the fchool of Epicu-* 
... r«Ji 



\ 
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e«f ;. it ififmm th^ vtjuiigi^ mm&i!^ diat: 
we can never be thnnkful enough for (hf 
principks and diftates of revealed religion : 
ym can never iafficieotly^dore the^oodnefs 
of the mod glQdQm.£^Fn^i far the g<^elt 
of Jefua Chfiit: which opeas the unboiinde^^ 
j^gipas of €t€xml dBij to the virtiK>us an4 
charitable, and promifes them a reft from: 
kbour, and ever blooming joys ; while it 
i$ondenm6 the 'v;dcked to the regions of i^orv 
for and folid d^rknefs 9, that dj^eadful mr 
gion, from wheiioe the criesi vi mifery §>r 
ever afcenxi, but can never reach the throne 
of mprcy^'--0 heaveniy religion ! defigped 
to make niea goad^ axKl. for ever h^^y :. 
that preferves the digaky of hu^aa aature 
-— — Guards and increafes virtoe-t- — And 
brings us to .the realms of perfedi: xieafooi 
and excellent glory^ 

But (continued this fine old -Gentkman) 
Tibullus has ever pleafed me in the defcrip-^ 
|iot> of t)d$ nuftne^: 

Warn q.uk<|uid agic, qru^uo v^igia jl!e<Stit». 

Seu folvit crines^ /ufis decet efle capittis j:, 
Seu compfit comptis eft veneranda comis^ 
Urit feu Tyria vduit procedere pulla j 

• Urit feii- luvea caiidida vefte venit. 

Talis in aeterno felijE Vertumnus QIymp&; 

. Milk hs^t orn^us,, millr j^omtu: liaWt. 

thefc 
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T^^i^^tegwt* Hnes conuin .an inimitably 
beavtiful ddicription of outward grace, sau^ 
its cltaFn>it^ ^k£hs upon .all who fee it* 
Such a. grace, without thinking of it, every 
one $iQuld ftrive to have, whatever they are 
dfting. TheyihouW make it iiabitual to 
^om. ^imilian feems^to have had theie 
fioe lines in view, in his defbriptiop of ouu 
w^rd behaviour : Neque emmgeflum com-i 
vpioi ad .fimiUuidinem faitationis volo, fed 
iufaefle ^liqiiid, in hac esoercitatione puerilin 
unde .nos non id ^ences^ furtim decor ille 
d^fcQnt4hiUs traditm fubfequatur. Cap. lo^ 
-v-^ ao) not ibr having the mein of a gen-^ 
tkman ihe fame with thatof a dancbg ma<v 
i}:er ^ but that a boy while yatmg, mould 
enter upon this exercife, that it may com^- 
fnujiicate a iecretgracefulnefs to his nunnev 
cv^r after. 

» 

In this manner did t^he old gentleonan asc) 
I pais the time, till the clock ftruck five,., 
when Mife iVi^^canae into the parlour again,, 
and her father faki he mult retire^ to takQ 
his evening nap^ and would fee me at fup- 
per ; for with him P muft ftay thijt night; 
Harriot^ make lea for the Gentleman. I 
^m your fervant, fiir; and he withdrew. To- 
ilarriaL tfeeu, my life and my blifs, \ turn- 
cda and over a pot of tea was as happy, I . 
am. fuce^ as. ever with hi* Statira fat the 
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conqueror of the world, I began to relate 
once more the ftory of a paflion, that 
was to form one day, I hoped, my fole fe- 
licity in this world, and with vows and 
proteftations affirmed, that I loved from 
my foul. Charming angel, I faid, the beau- 
ties of your mind have infpired me with a 
paflion, that muft encreafe every time I be- 
hold the harmony of your face ; and by the 
powers divine, I fwear to love you, fo long 
as Heaven fhall pefmit me to breathe the 
vital air. Bid me then either live or die, 
and while 1 do live, be afTured, that my life 
will be devoted to you only. — ^But in vain 
was all this warmth. Mifs Noel fat as un- 
moved as Erycina on a monument, and only 
anfwered, with a fmile. Since your days,, 
fir, are in my difpofal, I defire you will 
change to fome other fubje6t, and fome ar- 
ticle that is rational and ufeful : otherwife^ 
I muft leave the roonu 

To leave me, I replied^ 

Jfeconfcon- would be infupportable, and 

'^^'^ mV therefore, at once I have done; 

Noel • relate ^^ 7^^ pleafe then. Madam, 

ing to the we wiU confider the Miracle at 

Miracle at Bahel^ and enquire into the 

Babel W/^^ language of the world at that 

^onfuftonof • ° °a it • t. 

tongues. t:ime. Allowing, as you have 

proved in our late con verfation-, 

. ' that 
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that the language after the flood was quite 
another thing from that ufed, in Paradife, 
and of confequence, that Mo/es did not write 
in that tongiie which jidam and Eve con- 
vcrfed in j nor is Hebrew of that primevity 
which fome great men affirm j yet, if there 
was a confuiion of tongues at Babel^ and 
many languages were fpoken in the earth in 
the days of Abrabamy then, how did he and 
his fons converfe fo cafily with the various 
nations they pailed through, and had occa- 
sional connexions with ? For my part, I 
think with Mr. HuUbinfon^ that the divine 
interpofition at Babel was for quite another 
end, to wit, to confound thek confeffton^ and 
caft out of their minds the namfe or objeft 
of it, that a man might not liften to the fi^ 
or confejffion of his neighbour. They were 
made to lofe their own lipy and to differ 
about the words of their atheiftical con* 
fefiion. 

Aff to a confujhn of confeffions (Mifs Noel 
replied)j it* appears to me to be a notion 
without any foundation to reft on. The 
argument of Hutchinfon tliat the word Sbep'^ 
ba,by the name for a lip^ when ufed for the 
voice or fpeecb^ is never once in the Bible 
ufed in any other fenfe than for confejjiotty is . , 
not good ; becaufe though Sbepbah is often 
generally ufed for religious difcourfey or con- 
feffion ; yet the phrafes, otber lips and otber ^ 

tongues^ 
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H^ris^^i) are aUb uibdfor ^li^ laMgua^ss^>0i^ 
terances^ prommiatkns^ diak^fs. St. Paul^ 
a Cor. xiv. 21, Z2. i^pplies Sbephab to /«»- 
'jw«35fjf <w dtak£l in his quotation from tbe 
pxoph^ Jyfe/^i^, di» xxviii, vet, 11, 12. — - 
He. Jays, in the kmv h is written, /i^jf/i> 
* MEN OF vtber tiingues and other lips 
mil J /peak unio this people^ and yet for 
till that^ they will mt hear me ;— ^And ^he 
words of the .prophet are, ipeaking of 
Chrift promifid'^ with ftmtmerit^ MpSy and 
mother tmgue will Ifpeak .H this feepk. It 
is evident ftota this, that the Behriw ^worei 
^hiph^ here %nifie3 J^ues or knguiigef^ 
and not tonfeJftQm m dijmrfa : So the ap^jP^ 
tk applies lu md.^3cpiwitp -ijip pr^bff. s wcj 
b^ fiimnmering lip^ T/aiah^.vdfiABsti^.m^iit^ 
prmindaHons,^ bm^m dj^li&l^ W ^^b 
pjagesj^f ithe imm^ whi^h m^ftfpre^Wf 
aaifcraiigeffiiix>' themHdk&loftsi^ or tneiifitu^ 
and in this he refers undoubtedly 10 thf 
hammering and ftrange founds^ at the Babet 
tmifiififm ; when Sod, by a ftiiFa<de ai^ vi- 
fiWe jexhibition, diftwted Uieir <?fy^mf of 
§*etch,. and g«ve thenfi a Prmi^li^ighejkaii^nfi 
aad pre€ipiim(^9 ^ to vocal and other pow* 
cr5 : In ftiort, the miramlatis gtft of tongues 
would in fome meafure affect the feints, in^ 
rci^^ ^^ pronunciation, as the mracle of 



• The nwrds^ Qifin of art not in ib& Greek,, . 

Baba 
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^aifiI:iM the peopie of that place (6). Nor 
tsi^s the only .place in firipUtr e.vrhtvc Sbep- 
k$b^ Up^ iignSes lang^agty prmunciation^' 
gufi diakHs^p ood where there is reference to 
^ cmfu/kn ^f Unguis at Babel: Jfaiak 
fe^akin^ of the prvUeges of the godly. 
Jay s^,-r-D6(?« JhuU not fee a fierte people^ of a 
,4i^^psr fpiech than tbou canfi ptrceive^ {of a 



(5) To this {tawmcring or uncouth f renunciation 
of l)arbarous dialefts the prophet EzcJtiei lefcrs, xxxvi.' 
A* fe are made to come upon the lip of the tongues .-that , 
IS 9 Ve are becoa^ a hy-vMrdtv^s^ ib the h^heMgaln 
tie, among the habling nations where ye are in capti- 
'cw)ry.— Ttre auiluii vf 'Letter am^Spmt fays^ the worn 
iarharouj, uftd in fo ;j^qt\y Jt^ngu^gej (vvifh only their 
)rc(pe^ ve different tleKnnniations)foT perfoirs 'O^ftrmgp 
'OX foreign ton^ttes^ is a monument of thereat confu'^ 
ffoH iu iaiel) riiis word being a corrt^tton of the re- 
'4imticatiP 'QMtk9 n^id SalMy ' hy ckap|iiig i3i9 1 in 
jeaqi pl^einto i".—- Some fay, die word ip ^e t)dier 
l^^iiagesy . is derived from the Arabic Barharj rtjci 
pmrtnur liktfom beaft, ■ ScaJig^ iitia^e% it. Pro* 
nunciatio vitioia & infuavis, literafijoe male .expri« 
mens, Maefbmx^ ba&qramque more : which w«s hit* 
ting upoiw the truth ^s to ^part of the origi/id mannet 
of the confufion. Ii^deed Mafus and BaUius^ in Latin, 
are bodi derived^ in like manner, from ^^^/, and 
^BalbeL — The W^^ has preferved a noble word lor 
this barbarifm of confufei language in their compound^ 
ed term Bald^rijd4\ which is a plain compound of 
the Hebrtw Bait and Dahar ; without any other de- 
flexion from the original Hebrew y than that of chang- 
ing the b in the latter member of the word (DabarJ 
into the Welch ov, a letter of the fame organ. More- 
over 
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deeper lip than thou canji hear^ Heh.) of a 
Jiammering or ridiculous tongue, that thou 
canft not underftand. This is enough in 
anfwer to Mr. Hut chin/on and his fautors, 
in refpeft to what they, fay on the confvdlon 
at Balel. This proves that the word Shephab^ 
Up, fignifies language, utterance, dialeif, as 
well as confeffion, or difcourfe : and therefofC 
Mofes, in his account of the miracle at Ba- 
bel^ might have meant a confufion of lan- 
guages. That he did mean this, is plain not 
, only from a tradition gone out into all the 
earth, which is a matter of greater regard 



over from their fald BaUnxftiidy and has^ we a^aia 
derive ouf Batderdajh} which therefore iignifie* 
ftridly— AJieap of f^^/Sj/^^, or Barbarous ivords, like 
thofe of the gabble o/dialeSisj Originally gendered at 
liabeL See Leii^r a^d Spirit (ch. 1 1.) by Mr. Hot- 
fo^vay, a Hutchinfomani It is very remarkable, that 
jhis learned gentleihan fays, he had been long of Mr. 
Hutchinfon^s mind, as to a confufion of confeffions^ and 
|ipt of tongues ;. but on weighing the matter, is now 
of another opinion : p. 115, Therefore, Hutchin/on 
not infallible : out for once : and, ' as Dr. Sharp well 
bbferves, this may be an earhcft of deferting Hutchtn^ 
fon in other points of his , new hypothefis. See Dr. 
Sbarp's two difcourfes on the Hebrew tongue aad 
charader againft Mr. HoUoway. — ^His two difcourfes 
on Elohim, and defence. — And his three difcourfes 

on Cherubim. The Hutchinfonians lay the flrefs 

of their .hypothefis on the ^/^//W ^if^r^w being the 
.language of Adam in Paradife : And if this be taken 
.^fro;n uiem, they are left in a poor way. 

than 
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tiian Mr. Hutcbinfon^s fancy; but bccaufe 
the facred oracles allude to this event, Be^ 
fides St. Paul afore-mcntioned, the royal 
prophet in pfalm Iv. ver. 9. refers to thp 
means of the divifion of tongues^ and de^ 
nounces a' curfe in terms taken from that 
in9i6ted at Babel. Swallow up^ O Lord^ and 
divide their tongues. This feems to defcribe 
the manner of that confufton ;— ^ — that the 
fubjtance of the one language was funk or 
fwallowed up in a vaft chaos of univerfal 
babble 5 and that out of that jargon, it was 
again (by another ad) divided or broken 
into many particular diflbnant diaklis^ or 
tongues. 

All this (I faid) is very juft, and gives 
me delight and fatisfadkion. I am now 
convinced, not pnly that Hebrew was not 
the language of Paradife, or that Jdam did 
not fpeak the tongue the old world iifed imr 
mediately before the confufton at Babel \ but 
likewife, that the divifion there was a divt-- 
Jion and confufton of the one language then 
fpoken ; and not a confufton of conf^ions^ as 
Mr. Hutchinfon affirms. Inform me, how- 
ever, if you pleafe, what you mean by that 
tradition you mentioned, which declared the 
miracle of Babel was a cpnfufion of lan^ 
guages. . 

The 
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The Jmjs tradiriion (replied Mifs Nhel) 
is prefervcd in their Targum, and telk us, 
that the w^iole earth after the flood was of 
x>Tit'Jpeech^ or farP of words \ and when at 
their firft remove from Ararat^ they came to 
Shinar^ they cofifiiked to build them a city^ 
and a tower for an h'oufe of adoration^ whofe 
bead might reach tOy or be towards the Hea^ 
vensy and to place an ifnage of the hoft of 
Heaven^ for an objeft of worjhip^ on the top 
of it; and to put 2ifword in his hand, that 
he might make war for them againft the di^ 
vine armies^ to prevent their difperjion over 
the whole earth. Whereupon the ^^rJ of the 
Lord was revealed from Heaven^ to execute 
vengeance upon them, and the I-ord cor- 
rupted their tongue, broke their fpeech into 
feventy languages, and fcattered them over 
the face of the whole eartk No one knew 
what his fellow faid ; and they flew one an^ 
other, and ceafed from building- the city* 
Therrfore he called the name of it Bahel\ 
"becaufe there the Lord mingled together the 
tongues of all the inhabitants of the othef^ 
This you read in the 'Targum^ that was writ- 
ten before the days of Jefm Chrifi^ as the 
Jews affirm : or,, if not fo early, yet it is a 
very ancient bcK)k, and the doSorvA\o com'- 
pofed It mufl? certainly know the meaning of 
the word Shephah better than Mr. HuUhifh 
fon._ It appears upon the whole, jthat the . 

argument 
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argument of this famous modern is without 
foundation. 

It is. indeed (I anfwered) : But then I am 
not able to conceive how jttrabam and his 
fons converfed with fo many nations— ^r 
iiew the Hebrew that Mofes writ in was prc- 
ferved. Illuminate me in thefe things, //- 
luftriiHis Harriot^ and from your fine vnder* 
ftanding let me have the honour and hap* 
pinefs (rf receiving true Hebrew ledbns. 
Proceed) I befeech you, and ftop not till 
you have expoimded to my underftanding 
the true nature of Cherubim? What do 
you think of Mr. Hutcbinfon^s Rub and 
Rubbinh and of his notions of EzekiePs cbe-- 
rubicfcrm? 

To talk of Cherubim and Elobim (refum- 
ed Mifs Noel)^ and fay ail that ovight to be 
faid, (to fpeak to any purpofc) of the three 
heads andy^nr vifages^ thg^ buU^ the many the 
//ot, and the eagle^ mentioned in the pro*- 
pbeiy requires more knowledge in He^ 
brew learning than I pretend to be miftrefs 
of, and muft take up more time than there 
is now to fpare. I may hereafter, however, 
if you fhouldohance to come. again to our 
hou(e, kt you> know my fancies upon theie 
gcand fub^e^ts, and why I cannot* accord 
with Mr. Huubinfm' and my father, in their 

notion 
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notion of the Chisfubim^^ fignifying the unity 
of the effence, the diftindtion of the perfons, 
and man's being taken into the effence by 
his perfonal union with the fecohd. perfon, 
whofe conftant emblem was the lion. This 
I confefs appears to my plain underftanding 
very miferable7?«/fi ,1 can fee no text ei- 
ther in the Old Teftament, or in the New, 
for a plurality of Beings, co-ordinate and 
independent. Tht facred pages ^iQc\2SQ xhtT^ 
is One original perfeSi mind. The Lord Jhall 
be King over all the earth. In that day there 
Jhall be one Lord, and his name One -, fays 
the prophet Zecbariah^ fpeaking of the pro- 
digious revolution in .the Gentile world 
whence in procefs of time, by the Gi^fpel of 
Jefus Chriji^ the worfliip of One true God 
Ihall prevail all over the earth, as univerfally 
as Polytheifm had done before. — This I dare 
not obferve to my father, as he is an ad- 
mirer of Mr. Hutcbinfony and will not bear 
any contradifticwi \ but my private judg- 
ment is, that Mr. Hutchinfon on the Cheru-- 
him and Elohim^ or Eloim, is a mad com- 
mentatory as I may (how you, if we ever 
happen to meet again. 

At prefent, all I can do more on the He- 
brew fubjeft, is to obferve, that, in refpeft 
.of the prefervatipn of the Hebrew tongocy I 
imagine the one ^prevailing language before 
" ' the 
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the miracle at Bahtl^ (which one language 
was afterwards called Hebrew) tho* Mvidei 
and fwalhwed as it were at the Tower^ 
was kept without change in the line oiSbem^ 
and continued their tongue. This cannot 
be difputed, I believe. I likewife imagine, 
it Jnuft be allowed, that this Hebrew conti- 
nued, the vernacular tongue, of the old Carta'*- 
anites. It is otherwife unaccou/itable how 
the Hebrew was found to be .the language of 
the Canaanifesj when the family oi Abraham 
came among them again, after an abfence 
of more than 200 years. If they had had 
another tongue at the confufion, was it pof- 
fible for Abraham^ during his temporary fo* 
journmcnts among them, and in the necef- 
fitics of his peregrination, to perfuade fo 
many: tribes to quit their diakS^ and learn 
his language i-^or, if his influence had been 
lb amazing, can it be fuppofed they would 
nor return again to their old language, after 
he had left tnem, and his family was away 
from them more than 200 years ? No, Sir. 
We carniot juftly fuppofe fuch a thing. The 
language of the old Canaanites could not be ' 
a different one from the Hebrew. If you 
will look into Bochart (7), you will find this 



{7) The gwat Samuel Bochart was born at Rouen m 
ij^, and aied fuddenly in the ^ademy at Cain^ 
Monday the' 1 6th of May^ 1667, aged 68. He was 

Vol. I." > £ the 
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was his opinion. That great man fays, the 
/f«/^-JS^^^/ language efcaped the confufion 
two ways, viz., by the Canaanites^ through 
God's providence, preferving it in their co- 
ionics for the future ufe of the Hebrews^ who 
were to poffefs the land j and by the pa- 
triarch Heber^ as a facred depqfitum for the 
ufe of his ppfterity, and oi Abraham in par- 
ticular. 

This being the cafe, the Pbenician or 
Canaanitijh tongue, being the fame language 
that the line oiHeber fpokc, with this only 
(lifFcrence, that by the latter it was retained 
in greater purity, being in the mouths of a 
few, and tranfmitted by inftrudlion ; it fol- 
lows, that Abraham and his ions could talk 
with all thefc tribes and communities; and 



the minifter of the reformed church in that town.— 
His principal ^orks are his Phakg and Canaan i 
works that Ihew an amazing erudition, and ought to 
be well read by every gentleman. You fhould like- 
wife have his Hierozdiconj or hiftory of. the animals 
mentioned in the facred books. It is a good fupple-' 
ment to his fcripture geography. His fermons and 
diflertations are alfo very valuable. . Brieux writ the' 
following fine epitaph on him : 

• Scilicet hacc cuique t^ data for s je<^uiffima, talis 

Ut fit niors, -qualis vita perafta tuit. 

• Mufarum in gremio teneris qui vixit ab annis. 

Mufarum in gremio debuit ille mori, 

as 
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as to the other nations he had communica- 
tion with, he might eafily converfe with 
them, as he was a Syrian by birth, and to be 
fure could talk the Aramitijh dialed as well 
as Laban his brother. The Aramitijh was 
the cuftomary language of the line of 
Shem. It was their vulgar tongue. The 
language of the old worlds that was ipoken 
immediately before the confufion^ and was 
called Hebrew from Heber^ they rcferved for 
[acred ufes. 

Here Mifs Noel ended, and my amaze- 
ment was fo great, and my paflion had rifen 
fo high for fuch uncommon female intelli- 
gence, that I could not help fnatching this 
beauty to my arms, and without thinking 
of what I did, impi^flcd on her balmy mouth 
half a^ozen kifles. This was wrong, and 
gave very great offence : but (he was too 
good t6 oe implacable j and on my begging 
her pardon, and pro tefting it was not a 
willing ructenpfsj , but the. magic of her glo- 
rious eyes, and the bright powers of her 
mind, that had tranfported me befide myfelf, 
(he was reconciled, and alked me, if I 
would play a game of cards ? With delight 
I replied, an^ immediately a pack was 
brought ini iWe fat down td cribbage, and 
had played a few games, when by accident 
Mifs Noel faw the head of my gcrman flute* 
E 2 which 
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which I always brwjght out with me m my* 
walks, and carried in a long popket within 
fide my cqat. You play, Sir> I fupppfe, on 
that inftrunieat, this lady faid ; and a$ of. 
all forts of mufic this pleafes me moft, I re- 
queft you will oblige me with any thing you 
plcafe. In a mcMnent, I anfwered, and tak- 
ing from my pocket-book the following 
lines, I reached them to ber, and told her 
r.had the day befprp fet th^m to on? pf . 
Lulli's airs, and inftantly began to breathe 
the fofteft harmony I could make 

A SONG, 



A Lmighty Love's refiftiife rage, 
J;\^ No force can quell, nAart aflWage : 
Wh Je wit and beauty both confpire. 
To kindle in my breaft the fire : 
The matchlefs uiape, the charming grace, 
,The eafy.ajr, and blooming f^ce. 
Each charm that does in Flavia fliine, 
7'o keep my captive heart combine. 

IL 

I feel, I feel the raging fire ! 
And my foul burns with fierce defire !. * • 
Thy freedom, Reajin^ I difown, i 

And beauty's pleaiing.chainsput on; . '^ 
No art can fet the captive free^ ;^ . ; 
Who fcorns his ofFer'd liberty,^ 



K( 



or 
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Nor is confinement any pain^ 

To him who bugs his pieafiiig cbain» 

III. 

Bright Venus ! offspring of the fea 1 
Thy fovereign dilates I obey j 
I own fubmiCs thy mighty reign. 
And feel thy power in every vein : 
I feel thy iniBuence all-confeft, 
«J feel thee triumph in my breaft ! 
'Tis there is fix'd thy facred court, 
*Tis there thy Cupids gaily iport. 

IV. 

* Come, my Boy, the kltar place. 
Add the blooming garland's grace j 
Gently pour the fecred wine. 
Hear me, Venus ! power divine ! 
Grant the only boon I crave. 
Hear me, Venus ! hear thy flave J 
Bleis my fond foul wifh beauty's charms^ 
And give me Flavia to my arms (8). 



(8) i^s this foRg is a fliort imitation of the 19th 
" 'Ode of the iirfl book of Horace, it is worth your while. 
Reader, to fee how Mr* Francis has done the whole. 
I will here fet down a few lines : 

XJrit me Glj^cerae nitor 

Splendentis' pario marmore purius : 
Urit grata protervius, 

£t vultus nimium lubricus afpict. 

Which lines are imitated in the firft verfe of the above 
fong, and a part of the fecond ; rod the ingenious M|-. 

Francis renders them in the following manner 

E 3 Again 
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Jufl: as I was finiihing this piece of mu- 
fic, old Mr. Noel came into the parlour, in 



Again for Glycera I burn. 

And all my long forgotten flames return. 

As Parian marble pure and bright. 

The fliining maid my boibm warms ; 
Her face too dazling for the fight, 

Her fweet coquetting — how it charms I 

In me tota ruens Venus 
Cyprum deferuit— « 

Of which the third verie of the fong is an Imitation : 
Mr. Francis tranflates in the following manner-—^ 



Whole Venus rufhing through my veins. 
No longer in her favourite Cyprus reigns. 



And- 



Hic vivam mihi cefpitem^ hie 
Verbenas, pueri. polite dmraque 

Bimi cum patera meri : 

Mactata veniet la^nior hoftia : ; - 

Which lines are imitated in the fourth verfe of the 
fong^— Mr. Francis tranflat^ as follow s- ■ ■■ 

Here let the living altar rife; ' 

Adorn'd with every herb andwflowef : 

Here flame the incenfe to the flcies. 
And pureft 'wines libation pour ; 

Due honours to the Goddefs p^id, 

Soft iinks to willing love the yielding maid. 

You fee in this the difference between a tranflation and 
an imitation. 

his 
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his wonted good-humour, and feemed very 
grc^y pleafed with me and my inftrument. 
Herold me, I was the young man he wanted 
to be acquainted with, and that if it was no 
detriment to me, I fliouid not leave him 
this month to come. Come, Sir, (continued 
this' fine old gentleman) let me hear an- 
other piece of your mufic ^vocal or in- 

^rumental — as you will, for I fuppofe you 
fmg as well as you play. Both you fhall 
have. Sir, (I replied), to the bell of my 
abilities, and by way of change, I will give 
you firft a fong called the Solitude. 

A SONG talUd the SOL IT U D E. 

I. 

YE lofty mountains, whofe eternal fnows. 
Like Atlas, feem to prop the diftant fkies; 
While fhclter*d by ^our high and ample brows. 

All nature's beauties feaft my ravifh'd eyes : 
And far beneath me o'er the dittant plain 
The thunders breaks and rattling tempefts 
^ reign. 

IL 

Here, ^\itn Aurora with her chearful beam 
And rofy bluihes marks approaching day, 

Oft do I walk along the purling ftream. 

And fee the bleating flocks around me ftray : 

E4 The 
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The woods, the rocks, »ch cfbarm thai: ftiikea 

my fight, . 

Fills my whole breaft with innocent delighiP 

III. 

Here gaily dancing on the flow*ry ground 

The chearful Jhephirds join their flute and 

While throl^h the groves the woodland fong|^ 
refounif. 
And fill the'lintroubled mind with peaceful 
joys. 
Mufic and love infpire the vocal plain. 
Alone the turtle tunes her plaintive ftrain* 

IV. 

Here the green turf invites my wearied head 
On nature's Lip, to undifturb'd repofe ; 

Here gently laid to reft— each care is fled ; 
Peace and content my happv eye-lids clofe* 

Ye golden flattering dreams ot ftate adieu ! 

As bright my flumbers are, more foft than yott» 

V. 

Here free from all the tempefts of the Great^ 
Craft and ambition can deceive no more ! 

Beneath thefe fliades I find a Weft retreat, 
From Envy*s rage fecure, and Fortunes pow'r: 

Here call the aftions of paft ages o'er. 

Or truth's immortal fourcc alone explore. 



Here 
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VI. 

Hetjt^T from all the bufy world's alarms^ 

I prove in peace the Muf/s facred leifure : 
No cares within, no diftant found of arms, 
I Break my repofe, or interrupt my pleafure. 
'Fortune and Fante ! deceitful forms ! adieu ! 
The. world's a trifle far beneath my view. 

^ This fong cklighted the old gAtleman to 
^great degree. He told me, he was charm- 
ed with it, not only for the fine mufic I 
made erf" it, but the mof ality of it, and liked 
•me fo rtiuch, that I was moft heartily wel- 
come to make His folitary retreat my home, 
as often and % long as I pleafed. And in- 
deed I did fo, and continued to behave in 
iftich a manner, that in two months time, I 
gained fo entirely his afFeftions, and fo to- 
tally the heart of his admirable daughter, 
that Lmight have her in wedlock when I 
pleafed, . after the expiration of that current 
year, which, was the young lady*s requeft, 
and be fecuted of his eftate at his death ; 
befides a large fortune to be immediately 
paid down ; and this, dio' my father ftiould*- 
iiefufe to fettle any thing on me, or Mifs 
^o'el,my wife. This was generous and charm- 
ing as my heart could defu-e. I thought 
tnyfelf the happieft of men. Every week 
i went to £den Park^ one time or other, 
-to fee my dear Mifs JVW/, and pay m^ 
E 5 ' refpefts 



82 THE LIFE OF 

refpefts to her worthy father. We were 
while I flayed a mod happy familj|ftiand 
enjoyed fuch. fatisfaftions as few I bmeve . ^ 
have experienced in this tempeftuous hemif- 
phere. Mr. Noel was paflionately fond of 
his daughter, and he could not regard me 
more if 1 had* been his own fon. I loved 
my Harriot with a fondnefs beyond defcru^ 
tion, and that glorious girl had all the ^^ 
teem I could wifh flie had for me. .Our 
mutual felicity could rife no higher till we 
gave our hands, as we had already plighted 
our hearts. 

• -This world is a feries of vifionary fcencs, 
and contains fo little folid, lafting felicity, as 

, I have found it, that I cannot call life more . 
than a deception ; and, as Swift fays it. He 
is the happieft man, who is beft deceived. 
When I thought myfelf within a fortnight 
of being married to Mifs Noel^ and thereby 
made as completely happy in every rrelpeo: 
as it was poITible for a mortal man to be, the 
fmall-pox ftept in, and in feven days time 
reduced the fineft human frame in the uni- 
verfe to the moft hideous and ofFenfive block. 
The moft amiable of human creatures mor- 
tified all over, and became a Ipc^acle the 
moft hideous and unbearable.* — This broke 
her father's heart in a month's time, and the 

paradife 
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paradife I had in view, funk into everlafting 

My heart, upon this fad acci- " 

dent, bled and mourned to an ^^'^' 
extreme degree. All the ten- 
der paflions were up in my foul, and with 
€at difficulty could I keep my ruffled Ipi- 
in tolerable decorum. I loft what I va- 
d more than my life — more than repeated 
millions of worlds, if it had been poffible tq 
get them in exchange. This engaged, be- 
loved partner, was an honour to her fex, 
andan^ornament to human kind. She was 
one of the wifeft and moft agreeable of wo- 
men ; and her lift; quite glorious for piety to 
God, compafllon to the neceflitous and 
miferable,. benevolence and good- will to all, 
with every other grace and virtue. Thcfe 
ftiined with a bright luftre in her whole de- 
portment, and rendered her beloved, and 
the delight of all that knew her. Senfc and 
genius were in her united, and by ftudy, re- 
flexion, and application, ftie improved the 
talents, in the happieft manner. She had ac- 
quired a fuperiority in thinkings fpeaking, 
writing, and afting, and in manners, her 
behaviour, her language, her defign, her 
underftanding, was inexpreflibly charming. 
Mii^^Noel died in the 24th year of her 
age, the 29th of December, in the year 
1724. ■ \ 

E 6 This 
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This difmal occurrence fae * 
''^w'^'a powerfully on my fpjritfcfor- 

months, I fcarcely fpoke a 
word to any one. I was filent, but not ful- 
len. As my tears and lamentations could 
not fave her, fo I knew they could not fetch 
her back again. Death and the ^rave ha^^^ 
neither eyes nor ears. The thing/to W^ 
done upon fo melancholy an occafion, is 
to adore the Lord of infinite wifdom, as he 
has a right to ftrike our comforts dead, and 
fo improve the awful event, by labouring 
to render our whole temper and deportment^ 
chriftian and divine, that we may be able 
to live,^ while we do live, fuperior to the 
ftrokes of fortune, and the calamities of hu- 
man life-, and when God bids us die, (in what- 
ever manner, and at whatever time it may 
be) have nothing to do but to die, and fo go 
enter into your matter's joy. This is wif- 
dom. This good we may extract from fuch 
doleful things. This was the effedt my 
dear Mifs Noel's death had on me, and when 
I faw myfelf deprived of fo invaluable a 
thing in this world, I determined to double 
my diligence in fo ading my part in it, that 
whenever I was to pafs through the laft ex- 
tremity of nature, I might be difmifled with 
a blefllng to another world, and by virtue 
of the fublime excellencies of our holy reli- 
gion, 
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pon, pmteed to the abodes df immortality 
^d^immucable felicity. 

I Mrifh 1 could perfuade you, reader, to 
refolve in the fame manner. If you are 
young, and have not yet experienced life, 
believe me all is vanity^ difappbintmcnt, 
wearinefs, and diffatisfadion, and in the 
^idft of troubles and uncertainties, we are 
haftening on to an unknown world, from 
^Arhence we Ihall never return again. Whe* 
ther our diflblution be near, we know not ; 
but this is certain, that deaths that univerfal 
conqueror, is making after us apace, to feize 
us as his captives •, and therefore, tho* a man 
Hve matr^ years^ and rejme in them aflj (which 
is the cafe of very few), y€ilet him remembei- 
the days of darknefs. 

And when death does come^ our \q^ may 
be the moft racking pains and diftempersv 
to faften us down to Our fick beds, till we 
refign our fpirits to feme ftrange region, our 
breath to the common aif, and Our bodies 
to the duft from whence^ they are taken/ 
Difmal fituation ! If in the days of our 
health, we did not make our happinefs and 
moral worth correfpond — did ndt laboilr, ij^ 
the time of pur ftrengtH, to efcape fWm 
Hvrong opinion and bad habii^ and to rend6t 
our minds ^ncere and imorrupi 5 if we did 

not 
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deftre^. Whatever tWs little bratb ( the fon of 
a drunken beggdf, who had been a journcyi: 
mail* glover} was pteafed, in wantonnefs, lo 
call for, and that his years, then fixteen, could 
require, my father's fortune in an inftant 
produced: while fcarcdy one of my ra- 
tional demands cbuld be dnfwered. Money^ 
tloth^, ferVarfts, hoffes, dogs^ arid^li thbgs 
he could fartcy, -^tfe given hiitt in abun^ 
dance; and to pleafe the bafeft of womcn^ 
and the iftoft cruel ffiep-ftfother that ever thfe 
Devil infpired to make the fon erf another 
woman riiiferablej 1 was denied 'ainidfl 
every thing. The fine allowance I had at 
the Univerfity was takeYl ft-oin me. Even 
a horfe to ride out to the neighbotifing geii- 
tlemen, was reifufed me, tho* my. father had 
three ilables of extraordinary cattle 5 arid 
till I purchafed ofie^ wa^ foiled, to ivalk it^ 
whi^rever I had a mind to Vifit- What is 
ftill more incredible (if any thing of feveritj^ 
can be fo^ when a mother-irtrlaw is fove- 
reign) I was not allowed to keep my horfe , 
even at grafs oh the lahd^ tho* five hundred 
acres of freehold eftate furrounded the man- 
fion, but obliged to graze it at a neigh- 
bouring farmer's; Nor was thJs all the hard 
meafure I received., I w^s orti^red by my 
father to become the young rtian*^ pre- 
ceptor 5 to fpend my precious tinie in teach-^ 
ing this yonngfter^ and in labouring to 

make 
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taske thd little defpicable -dunce a fcholari 
AH this was more than I could bean My 
life became infupportabk, and I refolved 
to range even the wilds of Africa^ if nothing 
better offered, rather than live a miferable- 
flave under tbs cruel tyranny gf thofe un^ 
relenting of)preiIbrs. 

My father, however, by the way, was as 
fine a gentleman as ever lived, a man of ex* 
traordinary underftanding, and a fcholari 
likewife remarkably juft and good to all the 
world, except myfelf, after I left the Uni*- 
verfity : ana to do him all the juftice in my 
power, and^ vindicate him fo far as I am 
ablcs I muilnot conceal, that grebt as the 
afcendant was, which my mother-in-law had 
over him, and as much as he was hen-peck^ 
ed by that low woman, who had been his 
fervant mlid, yet it was not to her only 
that thy fufiferings were owing. Religion 
had a hand in my mifery. FaHe religion 
was the ipring of that paternal refentment I 
fuffered under. ♦ 

15. It was my father's wont to have 
prayers read every night and morning in his 
family, and the office was the 
litany ©f the common-prayer ArfiUgiom 
book. This work, on my ^^^^r' 
commg home, was transferred 

from 



90 THE LIFE OF 

from my filler to me, and for about one 
week I performed to the old gentleman's 
fatisfadion, as my voice was good, and my 
reading diftindt and clear j but this office 
was far from being grateful to me, as I was 
become a ftrift Unitarian^ by the leflbns I 
had received from my private titttor in col- 
lege, and my own examinations of the vul- 
gar faith. It went againft my confcience to 
ufe the tritheiftic form of prayer, and be- 
came at lalt fo unealy to me, that I altered 
the prayers the firil Sunday morning, and 
made them more ^vttdhlt to fcripture as I 
conceived. My rather at this was very 
i)ighly enraged, and his paflion aroie to {o 
^reat a height, upon my defending my con- 
fefiion, and refuung to read the eftablilhed 
form, that he called me the moll impious 
and execrable of wretches, and with violence 
drove me from his prefence. Soon after 
however he fcnt me Lord Nottingham's Let- 
ter to Mr. Wbifton^ and defu-w I would 
rome to him when I had carefully read it 
over. I did fo, and he aflced me what I 
thought of the book. I anfwercd, that I 
thought it a weak piece, and if he would 
hear me with patience, in relation to that 
in particular, and to the cafe in general, 
perhaps he might think my religion a lit- 
tle better than at prcfent he fuppofed it to 
be. X will hear you, he laid : proceed.—^ 

Then 
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Then I immediately began, and for a f\^U 
hour repeated an apology I had prepared (9). 
He did not interrupt me once, and when I 
had done, all he replied was, I fee you are to 
be placed among the incurables. Be gone, 
he faid, Vith ftern difdain ; and I rcfolved 
to obey. Indeed it was impoflible for m^ 
to (lay, for my father took no farther no- 
tice of me, and jny mother-in-law and the 
-boy, did all they could invent to render my 
life miferable. 

1 5. On the firft day of Mof 
then, early in the morning, as nfftmfa^ 
the clock (truck one, I mount- tba^t houfii 



(9) The Reader will find this apology in the ao- 
jpeadix to thit life«^ By fcripture and argument, wiui- 
ourany regard to the notions of ^t father s^ I there 
endeavour to prove, that God the Father, the begin- 
ning and cauie of all things, is Om Beings tHfimtein 
fucn a manner, that his infinity is an tn/nity of jTuU 
nefi as well as immenfitj ; and muft be not only with- 
out limits, but alfo wxdiout dimrjity^ dcfe^, or in- 
terruption : and of conleouence, his Unity fo true and 
redy that it will admit otw divirfity or diftinBUn of 
frrfoffs :-^th^t as to the Lord Jefus Chrtft^ he was 
the fervant chofen of this tremendous God, to re- 
deem mankind } but his holy {o\3\fofar in perfe£iim 
^^^^I'/Adam or any of his pofterity, and fo much a 
greater fhai« in the in-dwelling of the divine life and 
nature than any other ceature, that he might, com- 
pared to us, with a juil figure of fpeech, be called 
God* 

cd 
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cd my exeelknf • mare, *and witfi ihy' boy, 
O'Fm^ begari to journey as I had 'projected, 
on feeing how things went. I did not com- 
municate my defigiis to a foul, nor take my 
leave of any one ; but in the true fpirit of 
adventure, abandon iny father's dwelling, 
-and fttoutto.try what fortune would pro- 
duce in my favour. I Had the world before 
mfe, and Providence my guide. As to my 
fubftance, it confifted of a purfe of gold, 
that contained fifty Spanijh piftoles, and half 
a fcore moidores ; and I. had one bank note 
for.five hundred pounds, which my dear 
Mifs Nod left me by her will, the morning 
flie fickened ; and it was all ftie had of her 
pwn to leave to any^one. With this I fet 
forward, and in five days time arrived from 
the weftern extremity of Irehnd^ at a village 
called Rings-end^ that lies on the bay df 
Dublin.' , Three days I refted there, and at 
the Conniving-houfe (lo), and then got my 



(lo) The tlonnhjtng-houfe, (as the gentlemen of 
Trinity called it in iriy time, and long after) was a 
little public-houfe, kq)t by John Maiklean^ aboirt a^ 
^aarter of a mile beyond Rin^s-endly on the top of the 
beach, within a few yards of the fea. Here we ufed 
to have the finefl iilh at all times ; and in the feafon, 
green peas, and all the moft excellent vegetables. 
The ale here was always extraordinary, and every 
thing the beft ; which, with its delightful fituation, 
rendered it a charming place of .a fummer's evening. 

A<Iany 



JOHN BUNCt5» Eso, 9^ 

hjSrifes On board a j(hip, that was ready to fail, 
apd bound for- the land I was born in> I 
rmm Old J^nghn4' ;. / 

. l6. The wind, in the ^r- My departure 

noon, feemed good and fair,. /rtf/« King's- 
and we were in hopes of getting e^^* ^»^ 
to Ckjier the next day : but '^/^f^^Pf^^ 

. y . , rd r ^^ at ha. 

at midnight:, ^ tempeft arole, 
i^ich hdd ki ^l.the horrors of hurricane,^ 
thundor ^nd lightening, for two nights and 
a day, ^aiid left us no hope of efcape. It 
was ^ diieadful fcene indeed, and looked as if) 
the 1^ fatal aflault was making on. the: 
g^be. As we had. many paflengers, their ; 
c/ies were terrible,, and ^fiefted me mora- 
than the flalhiog fires afid-the Winds. For 
my piart, I was well reconciled to the great: 



Many a h^py evening.boirelpQrfrediin .^s.prettyv 
thatclvBd houfe with the famoiis Larr^ Qrt^gan, who 
played, on the bag-pipes extremely well ; dear ^acJk 
Lotting matchlefs on tiier fiddte'y and ithe mof!: agreea* 
bic ^ G6inpank>n« ; that evi^r charming yoan|^ fellow. 
Jack Wail ; the moft worthy, the nioft ingenious, .th«. 
xEoft engaging of men, the ion of CounfelTor Mimria 
Wall\ and many other delightful fellowe ; who went 
in the days of their youth to the fhades of eternity. ^ 
When I think of them and their evening longs — IVe 
€voiU go t9^jQhffnyi'MaqkU^%'^t9^'ff^ if bis ale be good 
wr^fiotf ^9«|a^d t}}at,ye!^3 and.ipiinnities begin to 
opprefi me-—What U life! ' \ . . 

' change^ 
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change, but I cohfcfs that nature fhrunk 
at the frightful manner of my. going off,. 
which I expefted every moment the fecortd 
night. At laft however we got into White- 
haven. It plcafed the great King of all the 
earth to bid the ftorm. Have done. 

^ Four remarkable things I 

nlanwL. noticed while the tempeft laft. 
Ity. ed. One was that the Dean 

of Derryy Dr. Wbdey^ whom 
we had on board, (who had nineteen hun- 
dred a year from the church, for teaching 
the people to be Chriftians) was vaftly more 
afraid than one young lady of the company, 
who appeared quite ferene. The Dean, 
tho* a fine Orator at land, was ridiculous 
iti his fears at fea. He fcreamed as loud 
as any of the people: But this young 
lady behaved, like an angel in a ftorm. She 
was calfti and refilled,., ahd fat with the 
mate and mfe, thefecond night, difcourfing^ 
of the divine power, ajjid the laWs'6f ha- 
ture, in fuch uproars.- By the way, nei- 
ther mate, nor mafter, nor hand, could keep 
the deck. The fhip was left to the mercy 
of the wii^ds and waves. ^^ .; . 

^ ' > Thefecond remarkable thing- 
Mi/sSillf is, that as this young lady went^ 
moth. into naked bed in her cabbin, 

the 
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th^ firft night, before the tempeft began to 
ftir, it was not many hours till a fea ftruck 
us upon the quarter, and drove in one of 
our quarter, and one of our ^ftern dead 
lights, where we fliipped great* quantities 
of water, that put us under great appre«- 
henfions of foundering, and filled fo Sud- 
denly the clofe wooden bed in which Mifs 
Mstmoth lay, that had not I chanced to be 
then leaning againft the partition, and 
fnatched her out, the moment I found my- 
felf all over wet^ and half covered with the 
breaking fea, (he inuft inevitably have pe- 
riflied. I ran up on deck with her in myv 
arms, and laid her almoft fenfelefs and nak- 
ed there : and as there was no ftaying many 
minutes in that place, I threw my great 
coat over her, and then brought her down 
to my own birth, which I gave her, and 
got her dry cloaths. from her trunk, and' 
made her drink a large glafs of brandy,^ 
which faved her life. . She got no . cold,, 
which I thought very ftrange, but wais hurt 
a little in the remove. When all was over, 
Hie proteftefd fke would never go into naked 
bed, on board, (hip, again. 

The third particular is, that 
there were fom^ officers on ^J^^^^fi^f 
board, moft monftrouQy wick- ftf^^'''' 
cd men, and when we were gi- 
ven over by the captain, and no hope he 

thought 
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thought of being laved, thefe -warriors la- 
mented like young children, and were the 
moft difmal, difturbing howlers on board : 
yet, when we got to land, they had done 
with O Lard^ O Lordy and began again 
t-heir obfcene talk, and to damn themfelves 
jtt every word to the center of hell. 

The fourth thing was this. 
The cafes of' There was on board with us a 
Henley. young' ge^itleman of my ac- 

quaintance, one Pierce Gavan^ 
who had been a fellow-commoner in my 
time of Trinity, Dublin. The firft day of 
the ftorm, he was carried over-board by a^ 
rolling fea, and fairiy lodged in the ocean, 
at above twenty yards diftance from the 
Ihip ; but the next tumbling billow brought 
him back again. He was laid on the deck 
without any hurt. On the contrary, one^ 
Charles Henley^ 2i young merchant, was beat- 
over, and we never faw him more. 

Henley^ was not only a man 

^h^^^l ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ prudence, who had ' 
an honeft mind, and a culti- 
vated underftanding, but by fearch and eh- 
quiries into tl^ do<^rines,^ inftitutions andr 
motives of revealed religion, had thje high- 
eft regards for the truths of genuine. 
Chriftianity,: and chofe the beft means in 

his 
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Jhs power to make himfelf acceptable to 
God. 

Gavan^ on the cdntfaiy^ . ^ , , 
Bad no fenfe of religion, nor 2^"^^' * 
did he ever think of the power 
and goodnefs of God* He was a mofl: pro* 
fane fwearer, drank exceflively, and had the 
heart to debauch ewry pretty woman he 
faw, if it had been pofliWe for him to do fo 
much mifchief.-:— Yet this , man, who never 
reformed that I heard, and whofe impieties 
have iDhocked even young fellows who >yere 
no faintSj was aftonifhingly prfcferved ; and 
Henley^ who had the jufleft natural notions, 
and iiftened to Revelation, perifhed mifera-' 
hly ? How fliall we account for fuch things ? 
By faying, that the world that now is, and 
the world that is to come, are in the hands 
<)f Gocl, arid every tranfaftion in them is 
quite right, tho* the reafon of the procedure 
may be beyond our view. We cannot judge 
certainly of the ends and purpofes of Pro- 
vidence, and therefore to pafs judgment on 
the ways of God, is not only impious, but 
ridiculous to the laft degree. This we know 
for certain, that whenever, or however, a 
good man falls, he fklls into the hand of 
God, and fince we muft all die, the differ- 
ence as to time and manner, fignifies very 
little, when there is an infinite wifddm to 

Vol, t * F diftinguiflj 
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xUftinguiih eveiy cafe, and an inflhice^ood- 
ihefs to compenfate all oar miferies. This is 
enough for a chriftian. Happy is the man, 
and tor ever fafe, let what will happen, who 
2(ts a ration^ part, and has the fear and 
love of God in his thoughts, Whh plea- 
fure he looks into all the fcenes of futurity. 
When ftorms and earthquakes threaten ca- 
lamity, diftrefs, and desoh, he maintains an 
inward peace. 

^, ^ 17. , When we had obtain- 

Jen&J cd the Wifced for Ihore, the 
'di<vide into paflengers ' all divided. The 
federal com- Dean and his lady, and fomc 
janies. May ^^^^ ladies, wcnt ofte, way, 
o> V 29- xozn inn recommended to them 
by a gentleman on board ;. the warriors and 
Gavan marched to another houfe ; and the 
young lady whofe life was by me preferved, 
and I, went to the Talbot, which the mate 
'informed me had the beft things and lodg- 
ing, though the fmalleft inn in die town. 
This mate, Mn fVhilwitt^ deferves to be 
particularly mentioned, as he was remark- 
able for good breeding, good fenfe, and a 
confidcrable ftiare of learning, tho* a failor ; 
as remarkable this way, as the captain of 
the fhip was the other way, that is, for be- 
ing the rougheft and moft brutal old tar 
that ever commanded a vefleL 
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1 8 . WlritweU the mate, about 
thirty-fix years of age at this Thefidry ff 
time, told me, he was the fon Whitwell, 
of a man who once had a great \^ ^^inni 
fortune, and gave him a uni- ^wjpnkin*, 
verfity education, but left an 
eftate fo encumbered with debts, and ruin* 
ed with mortgages, that its income was al- 
mod nothing, and therefore the fon fold 
the remains of it, and went to fca with an 
Eaft-India captain, in the 22d year of his 
age, and was fo fortunate abroad, that he 
not only acquiitd riches, in four years time 
that he trafficked about, between Batavia 
and the gulph of Pcrfia, but married a 
young Indian lady, (the daughter of a Ra* 
jah, or petty Prince in the Mogul Empire) 
who was rich, wife and beautiful, and made 
his life fo very happy, for three years that 
flic lived, that his ftate was a mere Paradife, 
and he feemed a little fovereign. But this 
fleeting fcene was foon over, and on his re- 
turn to Emland with all his wealth, their 
fliip was ta£:en by the pirates of Madagafiar^ 
who robbed him of all he had, and made 
him a miferable flave for two years and up- 
wards. That he efcaped from them to the 
tawny generation of Jrabsj who lived on 
the mountains, the other fide of this African 
iiland, and ufed him with great humanity ; 
their chief bcbg very fond of him> and en- 
F z tertaininff 
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tertaming him in his mud-wall-palace : lie 
married there a. pretty little yellow creature, 
niece to the poor ruler, and for twelve 
-months was very far from being miferabic 
^ith his partner, as they had a handfome 
cottage and fome cattle, and his wife was 
:gbod-hurhour itfelf, very fenfible, and a re- 
ligious woman j her religion being half Ma- 
Aometanifm and half Judaifm, But fhe died 
-it the year's end, aiid her uncle, the Chief, 
iiot living a month after htr^-lVhitwell came 
rdown from the mountains to the next fea 
•coaft under the conduft of one of the Ara- 
*Hans^ his friend, and meeting with an Eu- 
Toptan ihip there, got at lafl to London, A 
little money he had left behind him in Eng-- 
iand^ by way of rcferve, in cafe of accidents, 
if he ever Ihould return to his own country, 
.and with this he dreft himfelf, got into bu- 
lineft, and came at laft to be mate of the 
Skinner and Jenkins, His deftiny, he added, 
■was untov/ard \ but as he had thought, and 
Tead, and feen enoogh in his wide travels^ 
•to be -convinced, the world, and every be- 
ing, and every atom of it, were direfted and 
•governed by unerring wifdom, he derived 
hopes and comforts from a due acknow- 
ledgment of God/ There are more born 
tomiferythan happinefs, in this life; but 
':all niay die to be for ever glorious and, 
fckfled,^ if they pleafe. — This conclufibit 
' ^' - -^ ' was 
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'was jtift and beautiful, and a life and fenti^ 
ments fb uncommon I thought deferved a 
memorials 

19. Mif& Melmotb and I con- 
tinued at the Talbot for three ^JJ^J^'f 
weeks, and-during that time,, 
breakfafted, dilied, and iupped together,. 
Except the hours of fleep, we were rareljr 
from each other; We walked out together 
every day, for hours converfed, fometimes- 
went to cards, and often fhe fung, delight- 
fully fung, while on my flute I played* 
With the greatell civility, and the molt 
exa6k good manjnters, we were as intimate as^ 
if we had been acquainted for ages, and wq 
found a fatisfaction in each others company,, 
as great as lovers generally experience : yet 
not fo much as one fyllable of the pafllon;: 
was .mentioned : not the feaft hint of love 
on either fide was given, while we flayed 
at Whitehaven -, and I believe neither of us 
had a thought of it. It was a fricndihip the 
moft pure and exalted, that commenced at: 
my faving her life, in the manner I have 
related, and by fome ftrange kind of magic, 
our notions and inclinations, tempers and. 
fentiments, had acquired fuch a famenefs in. 
a few days, that we feemed as two fpiritual. 
Socias, or duplicates of each others mind... 
Bod^ was quite out of the cafe, tho* this 
F3 ' lady. 
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lady had an extravagance of beauty. My- 
:fo}e delight was that fine percepient, which 
Ihed a luftre on her outward charms. 
How long this ftate would have lafted, had 
w^ continued more time together, and had 
the image of the late Mils Noel been more 
effaced, or worn out of the fenfory of my 
head, I cannot fay; but while it did lafl:^ 
there could be nothing more ftrange. To 
fee two young people of different fexes, in 
the higheft fpirits and moil confirmed health, 
live together for twenty-one days, perfeflly 
pleafed with each other, intirely at their own 
difpofal, and as to fortune, having abun« 
danthr enough* betweea them both for a 
comfortable life -, and yet never utter one 
word, nor give a look, that could be con- 
ftrued a declaration of the paffion, or a 
tendency towards a more intimate union ;— 
to compleat that connexion which nature 
and providence requires of beings circum- 
ftanced as we were \ — this was very odd. 
Till the clock ftruck twelve every night we 
fat up, arfd talked of a vaft variety of things, 
from the Bible down to the Clouds oi Arif- 
tophanesy and from the comedies- and trage- 
dies of Greece and Rome^ to the Mitterva of 
Sanffius, and Hickes*s northern The/aurus. 
Inftead of Femis or any of her cour^ our 
converfation would often be on the toorals 
of Q(^^(^7 his academics, and de finJous ; 

on 
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©n the EngjRfi) or the Roman hiftory -, Shake- 
£peare\ fcenes of nature^ or maps of life ;. 
whether the Oedipm-^ or the Ele^ra of 5^- 
pbo€les> was the beft tragedy ; and the fcenes 
in which Plautm and Terence moft excelled, 
Like two critics, or two grammarians, an- 
tiquarianSi hifliorians^orphilofophers, would 
we pafs the evening with the grcateft cheac- 
fulnefs and delight.. 

Mifs Mf^i^^/ii ha4 a memory^ 
aftoniihing, and talked on every ^'f^, ,^^|^ 
fuDjecc extremely well. She raaer. 
remembered all fhe had read. 
Her judgment was firong, and her reflec- 
tions ever gpod. * She told me her mothei; 
was another Mrs. Dacier^ and as her father 
was killed in a duel, when fhe was verjf 
young, the widow Melmolh, inftead of go- 
ing into the world, continued to, live at her- 
country-feat, and diverted herfelf with teach- 
ing her daughter the languages of Greece- 
and; Rme^ and in educating her heart and 
mind. This made this young lady a mafter 
. of the LaHn. tongue and Greeks and enabledT 
her to acquire a knowledge fo various and 
fine, that it was furj)rizing to hear her expa- 
tiate, and explain. She talked with fo much', 
cafe and good-humour, and had a manner 
fo cjxearful and polite, that her difcourfe 
was; always entei'taining, even though tlie- 
F 4 fubjedt 
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fubjeft happened to be, as it was ojic even- 
ing, the pauIo poft futurum of a Greek vetbl 
Thefe things however were not the only a,d- 
. mirable ones in this charafter. So happily 
had her good mother formed and inftruftca 
her mind, that it appeared full of all the 
principles of rational honour, and devoted 
to that truly God- like religion, which exalts, 
the foul to an afFeftion rather than dread of 
the fupreme Lord of all things, and to a 
conviction that his laws lead us both to hap- 
pinefs here and hereafter. She thoroughly 
tuiderftood the ufe and excellence of Revela- 
tion, and had extraded from the infpired 
volumes everlafting comfort and fecurity? 
\inder the apprehenlions of the divine Power 
and Majefty : but fhe told me, (he could 
^ot think rites and outward performances 
were eflential to real religion. She confi- 
dered what was juft and beautiful in thefe- 
things as ufeful and aflifting only to the 
devout mind.— In a word, this young lady 
was wife and good, humble and charitable, 
I have ktn but one of her fex fuperior to 
her, in the powers of mind, and the beau- 
ties of body : that was Mifs Noel Very 
few have I known that were equal. 

20. The 2d day of June 
Uifr Mel- jyf if3 Melwoth and I left Wbite^ 

haven^ and proceeded from 

thence 
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thence tx> tFefimoreland. We .^^^^ y^^^ . 
travelled for five days together, 2, 1*725 . 
till we came to Brugh under 
Stainmorej where we flayed a night at Lam^si^ 
(a houfc I recommend to the reader, if ever 
he goes that way), and the next morning we 
parted Mifs Mehnotb and her fervants went 
right onwards to Torkjhire^ and I turned to 
the left, to look for one Mr. Charles 'Turner^ 
who had been my near friend in the 
Univerfity, and lived in fome part of the 
north-eaft. extremity of Wefipioreland^ jor 
Yorkjhin. But before we feparated on the 
edge of Siainmorey we flopped at the Bell 
to breakfafl, which is a little lone hoyfe on 
a defcent to a vaft romantic glin, and all 
the public-houfes there is in this wild, filent 
road till you come to Jack Railton^ the 
Quaker's houfe at Bows. We had a pot of 
GofFce, and toaft and butter for breakfafl, 
and, as ufual, we were very chearful over 
it •, but when we had done, and it was time 
t» depart, a melancholy, like a black and 
difmal cloud, began to overfpread the charm- 
ing face oi.Charlottey and after fome filence, . 
the tears burft from her eyes. What is the . 
matter, Mifs Melmoth^ I faidr— what hjiakes 
this amazing change ? I will tell you, Sir, . 
this beauty replied : To you I owe- my life, 
and for three weeks paft have lived v/ith 
you in fo very happy a way, that the end . 
F5. of: 
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of fuch a fcene, and the probability of my 
never feeing you more, is too much for 
me. Mifs Melmotby (1 anlwered) you do 
me more honour than I deferve in fhedding 
tears for me, and fince you can think me 
worth feeing again, I promife you upon my 
facred word, that as foon as I have found 
a beloved friend of mine I am going up the 
hills to look for, and have paid my refpe6ts. 
to him for a while, if he is to be found in 
this dcfolate part of the worlds I will travel 
with my face in the next place, if it be 
poflible, towards the eaft-riding of Tork-- 
Jkire^ and be at Mrs. Afgil^s door, where 
you fay you are to be found. This reftorcd 
the glories to Charlottes face again> and for 
the firft time, I gave Mife Melmoib a kifi,. 
and bid her adieu» 

21. ' Having thus kft mf> 
J journey: diarming companion^ I tra- 
T?^i*M, veiled into a vaft valley^ en- 

btlUy in that i r j l • \ r ^ 

fart'iffStzin' dofcd by mountawis whole tops. 
moK nv^icJb wetc abovc the clouds, and, 
Se/o»gs to foon came into a country that, 
l^t'^im is yrMev thsMi the Cawpagna of. 
June &. Rome, or the uncultivated vales, 

o£ the j4lps and Apnnines^. 
Warm with a^ clafficaj enthufiafm, I jour-, 
neyed on, and with fancy^s eye beheld the 
rural divinities^ in thofe facred wood? and? 

groves,. 
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gix)ves, which fhade the fides of many 
of the vaft furrounding fells, and the fhores- 
and promontories of many lovely lakes and? 
bright running ftreams. For fcveral houns 
I travelled over mountains tremendous to* 
behold, and through vales the fineft in the* 
world. Not a man or houfe could J fee in- 
eight hours time, but towards five in the 
afternoon, there appeared at the foot> of a; 
hill a fweetly fituated cottage, that was half, 
coveiedwith trees, and ftood by the fide of 
a- large falling ftream : a vak extended to 
the fouth .from the door, that was termi- . 
nated with rocks and precipices on preci- 
pices, jn- an' amazing point of view, and 
through the flowery ground the water was 
beautifully feen^. as it winded to a deeper 
fkx>d at the bottom of the vale. Half a 
dozen icows were grazing in view: and a 
few flocks of feeding flieep added to the 
beauties of. the fcene.. 

To this houfe I lent ' my boy, to enquire ' 
who lived there, and to know, if- for the 
night I could he entertained, as Lknew noi: 
where elfe, to go. O' Fin very, quickly lOti 
turned, and informed me that one Farmer 
Price, vfzs the owner of the. plkce, but had 
gonejn the morning to the next town, and: 
that,his wife faid, I was welcome to what. 
Iicr houfe afforded. In then I went, and 
E 6v was ; 
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was moft civilly received by an exceeding 

pretty woman, who told me. her hvi(band 

would foon be at home, and be glad ihe wa$ 

fure to fee me at their lone place ; for he 

was no ftranger to gentlemeh and the world, j 

tho* at prefcnt he rarely converfed with any I 

one. She told me, their own fupper would 

be ready an hour hence, and in the mean | 

time would have me take a can of fine ale 

and a bit of bread. She brought me a cup 

of extraordinary malt-drink,- and a cruft> 

and while I was eating my breads in came 

Mr. Price. 

I 

22. The man feemed very ' 

'meiff!'"'''^ greatly aftonifhed at entering 
tnee ing. ^^^ room, and after he had 

looked with great earnellnefs at me for a 
little while, he cry'd out^ Good Heaven I 
What do I fee ! Falfiaff^ my clafs-fellow, 
and my fecond felf. My dear friend, you 

.are welcome, thrice welcome to this part of 
the world. AH this furprized me not a 
little, for I could not recolledl at once a 
face that had been greatly altered by the 

" fmall-pox : And it was not till I reflefted 
on the name Frice that I knew I was 
then in the houfe of one of my fchool-fel- 
lows, with whom I had been moft intimate,. " 
and had played the part of Fhrrip Jack in 
Umry tbi Fourth^ when he did Frinct Henryt^ 
" r - ' Thii 
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This was aq unexpected meeting indeed; 
ajid confidering the place, and all the . cir- 
cjumftances belonging to the fcene, a thing 
TOore ftrange and afFefting never came in my 
way. Our pleafure at this meeting was very 
great, and when the moft affedionate falu- 
rations wer^ over, my friend Price proceeded 
in the following manner. 

Often have I remeimbered you fmce we 
parted^ and exclufivc of the Greek and Eng-- 
lijh plays we have afted together at Sheri- 
dan's fchool, in which you acquired no fniall 
applaufe, I have frequently thought of our 
frolickfome rambles in vacation time, and 
the merry dancings we had at Mother 
Red-Cap*^ m Back-Lane \ the hurling matches 
we have played at Dolphin's Barn^ and the 
cakes and ale we ufed to have at the Organ-- 
bmfe on Arbor-hilL Thefe things have often 
occurred to my mind : but little did I think 
we Ihould ever meet again on Stainmore-hills^. 
What ftrange things does time produce ! 
It has taken me from a town-life, to live on 
the moft folitary part of the globe : — And 
it has brought you to journey where never 
man I believe ever thought of travelling 
before. So it is, (I replied), and ftranger 
things, dear Jack^ may happen yet before 
our eyes are clofed : why I journey this un- 
travelled way, I wiU inform you by-and-, 

byj 
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by; when you have told me by what ftranger 
means you came to dwell in this remote and- 
filent vale. That you fhall know, (Mr. 
Price faid) very loon, as foon as we have 
eaten a morfel of fomcthing or other which' 
my dear Martha has prepared againft my 
return. Here it comes, a fowl, bacon, and' 
greens, and as fine, I will anfwer, as Londofp 
market could yield. Let us fit down, my 
friend, and God blefs us and our meat. 

Down then we fat immediately to our 
difli, and moft excellent every thing was. 
The ibcial goodnefs of this fond couple: 
, added- greatly to tbe pleafure of the meal, 
and with mirth and' friendlhip we eat up. 
our capon, our bacon, and our greens. - 
When we had done, Pric^ brought in pipes 
and tobacco, and a frelh tankard of his ad- 
mirable ale. Liften now (he laid) to my-> 
ftory, and then- 1 will hearken to yours.. 

2 J. When I left yoMztSbe^- 
jt^cfpricf ridarf^ fchool, my remove was-. 
'^^ ' from Ireland to Barbadoes^ ta 
become a rich uncle's heir, and I got by. 
my Indian airinga hundred thoufand-pdunds.^ 
There I left the bones of my mother's bro- 
ther, after I had lived two years in that burn- 
ing plac6, and from thence proceeded tO' 
hondm^ to Ipend what an honeft' laborious^ 

mam 
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man had long toiled to fave. But I had 
not been above three months in the capital 
of England^ when it came into my head to 

. pafs fome time in France j and with a girl I 
kept made hafte to the French metropolis^ 
There I lived at a grand rate, and took 
from the /r^^r/^opera-houfe another i^MBf 
The Gaul and the Briion were both extreme 
fine girls, and agreed fo well together, that- 
I kept them both in one houfe, I thought- 
myfelf fuperlatively happy in having fuch a. 
brace of females, and fpared no coft in pro- 
curing them all the finery and pleafures that: 
Paris and London could yield, I had a fur- 
nifhed houfe in both thefe cities, and withs 
an expenfive equipage went backwards andr 
forwards. In four, years time I fpent a great: 
deal of money; and as I had loft large 
fums at play, and thefe twon^BK agreed 
in the end to rob me, and retire with the- 
money, where I Ihould never difcover them,. 
I found myfelf in very middling circum- 
ftances, and had not fix hundred pounds, 
left in the fourth year from my uncle's, 
death. How to difpofe of this and. myfelf: 
was now the queftion. What (hall I do. 
(was my deliberation) to fecure bread and 
quiet? Many a thoughtful hour this gave 
me, and at length I determined ;to purchafe 
a little annuity. But .before this c!buld be 

' cffe(3^d, I yfcnt.dQVfuAo WeJimorMlandy :cii\ 

an 
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,an information I had received, that my two 
kdies. were at Appleby with other names, and 
on my money appeared as women of for- 
tune. But this journey was to no purpofe> 
and I was preparing to return to London^ 
when my wife you faw at the head of the 
table a while ago, came by chance in my 
way, and pleafed me fo well with her good 
underftanding, face, and perfon, that I 
refolved to marry her, if Ihe would have me, 
and give her the management of my five 
hundred pounds on a farm, as fhe was a 
farnaer^s daughter, and could manage one 
to good advantage. Her father was lately 
dead, and this little moimtain farm fhe con-^ 
tinued to occupy : therefore nothing could 
be more to my purpofe, if I could prevail- 
on her to make me her hufbsind, and with 
fome difficulty ftie did, to my unfpeakable: 
felicity. She had no money worth men- 
tioning : but her houfe was pretty and com- 
fortable, and her land had grain and cattle \ 
and as I threw into her lap my five hundred . 
pounds, a little before we-w^re married, to 
be by her difpofed of and managed, accord-^ 
ing' to her pleafure, (He foon made fome 
good improvements and additions, and by her 
fine underftanding, fweet temper, and every 
Chriftian virtue, continues to render my,- 
life fo completely happy, fo joyous and de- 
lightful, that I would not change my part-- 

ner 
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Hcr and condition for one of the firft quality 
and greateft fortune. In her I have every- 
thing I could wifti for in a wife and a woman^ 
and (he makes it the fole ftudy and pleafure 
of her life to crown me every day with the 
higheft fatisfaftions and comforts. Two 
years have I lived with her on thefe wild 
mountains, and in that time I have not had 
one dull or painful minute, but in thinking 
tharl may lofe her, and be the wretched 
furvivor. That thought does fometimes^ 
"wound me.= — In fum, my friend, we are the 
happieft of wedded mortals, and on this, 
fmall, remote farm, live in a ftate of blifs to 
be^enyied. This proves that happinefs does, 
hot flow from riches only ; but that, where 
pure and perfeft love, ftricl virtue, and un^ 
. teafing induftry, are united in the conjugal 
ftate, they can make tht Stainmore mownum^ 
a paradife to mortals, in j>eace and little. 

But it is not only happinefs in this world 
that I have acquired by this admirable wo- 
inari, but life eternal. You remember, my 
Friend, what a wild and wicked one I was 
when a fchool-boy •, and as Barhadoes of all 
parts of the globe is nO place to improve a 
man's morals in, I returned from thence ta 
Europe as debauched a federate aa ever of- 
fended heaven by blafphemy and illegal gra- 
tifications. Even my lofles and approaching 

' povertjf 
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poverty were not capable of making any 
great change in me. When I was courting 
my wife, fhe foon difcerned my impiety, and 
perceived I had very little notion of hell, 
and heaven, death and judgment. This 
(he made a principal objedtbn againil: being 
concerned with me, and told me, flie could 
not venture into a married connexion with 
a man, who had no regard to the divine 
laws; and therefore, if Ihe could not 
make me a Chriftian, in the due fenfe 
of the word, flie would never be Mrs^ 
Price. 

This, from, a plain, country girl, fur- 
prized me not a little, and my aftonifli- 
ment arofe very high^ when I heard her talk 
of religion, and the great end of both, a 
blefled life after this. She foon convinced 
me, that religion was the only means by 
which we can arrive at true happinefs, by 
which we can attain to the laft perfeftion 
and dignity of Qur nature, artd that the au- 
thority and word of God is the fureft foun* 
dation of religion. The fubftance of whac 
flie faid is as follows, \ ftiall ncvec forget 
the leflTon- ^ 

Thp plain declarations of ouvMaJler .in 
the Go/pel reftore the diftates of uncorruftei 
reafon to their force and authority, and give 

US 
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US juft notions ofGod and of burfelves* 
They inftruft us in the nature of the Deity, 
difcover to us his unity, holinefs, and purity; 
and afford certain means of obtaining eternal 
life. Revelation commands us to worfhip 
One Supreme God, the Supreme Father of all 
things ; and to do his will, by imitating his 
perfedtions, and pradifing every thing re- 
commended by that Law of Reafon, which 
he fent the Meffiah to revive and enforce i* ^Jfo^^^ 
that by repentance, and righteoufncfs, and 
adls of devotion, we may obtain the Divine 
favour, and fhare in the glories of futurity :' 
for, the' Supreme DireSlorj whofe goodnefs 
gives counfel to his power, commanded Mi 
into exiftence to conduft. us to, everlafting 
happinefs, and therefore teaches us by his' 
Son to pray, to praife, and to repent, that 
we may be entitled to a nobler inheritance 
than this world knows, and obtain life and 
immortality, and all the joys and blefllngs . 
of the heavenly Canaan. This was th^god-* 
like defign of our Creator. That fuperior 
Agent, who afts not by arbitrary will, but 
by the maxims of unclouded reafon, when 
he made us, and ftationed us in this part of 
his creation, had no glory of his own in. 
view, but what was perfeftly confiftent with 
a juft regard to the felicity of his rational 
fubje^ls. 

u 
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It was this made the Apofik Ihew FeUx: 
the unalterable obligations to jujtice and 
equity ; to temprance^ or a command over 
the appetites ; and then, by difplaying the^ 
great and awJful judgment to come, urge 
him to the pradice of thefe, and all the. 
other branches of morality ; that by ufing 
the means prefcribed by God, and afting 
up to the conditions of falvation, he might, 
efcape that dreadful punifhment, which, in 
the reafbn and nature of things, is conne6ted. 
with vice, and which the good government. 
of the rational world requires fhould be in- 
fliiSed on the wicked i^indmigh on the- 
contrary,/ by th^t^^m^rcy^^ol^red to the- 
world thra Jefus Chriji^ fecure thofe immenfe 



r^ewards^ which are promifed to innocence and 
the tefiimony of an upright heart. Thhfaitk 
inChriJt^ St. P^«/* placed before the Roman- 
governor in the befl light. He defcribed 
the complexion and genius of the Chrijiian- 
faith. He reprefented it as revealing the, 
wrath of God againft all immorality \ and as. 
joining with reafon and uncorrupted nature, 
enforcing the praftice of every mpral ani 
ipddX duty. 

What effed this difcourfe had on Feli)$ 
(Martha continued) in producing /^^'/i^, that 
is, morality in ah intelligent agents -we are. 
t(Ad by the 4poJik. He trembled: but ini- 
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^uity and the world had taken fuch a hold 
of him, that he difmifled the fubjedt, and 
turned from a prefent uneafmefs to profit 
.and the enjoyment of fin. He had done 
Avith St. Pau\ and facrificed the hopes of 
eternity to the world and its delights. 

But this (concluded Martha) will not, I 
hope, be your cafe. As zjudg^eta to come 
is an awful fubjeft, you will ponder in time, 
and look into yoiir own mind. As a man, 
a reafonable and focial creature, defigned for 
duty to a God above you, and to a world 
■oi fellow-creatures around you, you will con- 
fidey the rules of virtue and morality, and 
be no longer numbered with thofe mifera- 
ble mortals, who are doomed to condem- 
nation upon their difobedience. Thofe 
rules lie open in a perfed: goipel, knd the- 
wicked can have jiothing to plead for their 
behaviour. They want no light to dirieft' 
them. They want no afliftance to lupport 
them in doing their duty. They have a 
Cofpel to bring tliem to life and fahation^ 
if they Will but take notice of it; iind if 
they will not walk in the light of GodV 
law, this Gofpel miift be their judgment and 
condemnation. 

Say then, Sir, /ikfe;*/!^^ proceeded) cah 
you be prevailed on to think of religion ia 

its 
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its native purity and fimplidty, and by 
t\it power of the Gofpek -fo ad with regard 
to virtue and piety, that when Chrift ftiall 
come not only in the power, but in the 
wifdom and the juftice of God, to judge 
the world, you may be fecurcd from that 
mifery and diftrefs, which is prepared 
for iniquity, and enjoy that eternal life, 
which is to be the portion of the righ- 
teous ? 

In this extraordinary manner did Martha 
Harrington difcourfe me, and the efFecb of 
it was (Jack Price continued), that I be- 
came a thorough reform from that hour. 
My rational life from that happy day^^^ com- 
rnenced, and I entered ferioufly into my own 
bread, to think in earneft of that folemn 
judgment to come. What Martha faid was 
So clear and ftrong, that I had not a thought 
of replying \ but truth at once entirely fub- 
dued my heart, and I flew to the Son of 
God, to requeft his interceflion with the 
Father of the Univerfe for the pardon of 
all my cfimes^ The dignity and end of 
my being has fmce been thefubjedtof my 
meditations, and I live convinced, that every 
thing is ' contemptible that is inconfillcnt 
with duty and morality. This renders even 
ipy pleafures more agreeable. This gives 
eternal peace to my mind. 

24. Here 
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24. Here Price ended his 
Tcmarkable ftory, and, accord- ^ ««*"/«- 
mg to our agreement, I began 
<o relate what happened to me from the time 
we parted at fchool, and concluded with 
informing him, that I was^ going in fearch 
of Charles Turner j' my near friend, when 
fortune brought me to his hpufe ; that this 
gentleman lived fomewhere towards the con- 
fines of Cumberland and the North-riding of 
Torkjbire ; but where the fpot was, I could 
not tell ; nor did I know well how to go on, 
as the country before me feemed unpaflable, 
on account of its mountains, precipices, 
and floods : I muft try, however, what can 
be done -, not only in regard to this gentle- 
man, but becaufe I have reafbn to think it 
may be very much to my advantage, as- he 
is very rich, and the moft generous of men. 
If he is to be found, I know I (hall be wel- 
come to ihare in his happinefs as long as I 
pleafe ; nor will it be any weight to him. 
Price to this replied, that I was moft hear- 
tily welcome to him as lon^ as I pleafed to 
ftay, and that tho* he was far from being a 
rich man, yet he had every day enough for 
himfelf and one more •, and his Martha^ he 
was fupe, would be as well pleafed with my 
company, as if I had been his own brother, 
fince Ihe knew I was his efteemcd friend. 
— -Im^fpedlof the way, he faid he would 

enable 
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enable me to find Mr. Turner^ if he could,, 
but the country was difficult to travel, and 
he doubted very much if one could go to 
the extremity of Cnmberhnd or Torkfhire over 
the hills 5 but we would try, however, and, 
if it was poflible, find out Mr. ^wrner^% 
houfe. Yet folely with him I muft not flay, 
jf he could be feen, I mufl live between 
~ both, till I got fome Northern girl, and had 
a wife and habitation of my own \ and there 
is (continued Price) not many miles from 
me, a fweet pretty lafs, the daughter of a 
gentleman farmer, who is a very good man, 
and would, I believe, wpon my recom- 
mendation, give you his girl, and a fum of 

money, to fit down on thdfe hills. This 

is vallly kind, Jack^ I anfwering, faid, and 
what I fhall gratefully remember fo long as 
I live. I may ride many a mile, I am furc, 
and be an* adventurer many a long day, be- 
fore I n>ect with fuch offers again. . Your 
fweetly fituated hotife and good things, with 
a fine Northern girl and money down, arc 
benefits not to be met with everyday. — But 
at prefent the obje<5t I mufl: purfue, is my 
univerfity friend, Charles humeri and if you 
pleafe to do me the great favour of guiding, 
nie fo far as you can over this wild, unin- 
habited land, after I have flaid with you, 
for the firft tinK^, two or thr^e days, and 
promife to abide many more hereafter, if it 
3 be 
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be iii my power, .we will fet out in queft of 
^hat I want. As you will, my friend, jFViftf 
replied ; and foi: the prefent, let us be gay. 
Here comes niy beloved, with a little bowl 
of punch ; and as (he fings extremely well, 
and you have not forgot, I fancy, our old 
fong, we will have it over our ncdlar. You 
fliafi repreient 7^;»^ and Mcmusy and I will 
be Chronos and Mars^ and my wife Diana 
and Venus. Let us take a glafs firft — ^the 
liberties of the te^^/i— and then do you 
begin. We drank, and in the following 
manner I went pn. 

A S O N G. 

Janus. 

25. Ch^onoSj^ Chr4mos^ mend thy pac&i 
An hundred times the rolling fun 
Around the radiant belt has run, 
. In his revolving race* 
Behold, behold^the goal in fight. 
Spread thy fans, and wing thy fl%ht« 

ChronqS. 

Weary, weary of my weight. 
Let me, let me drop my freight) 
And leave the world behindi 

I could not bear 

Another year 
The load of inunan kind. 

VOL^L C^ Haf 
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The fprighdjF.Tgrwm 
In Woodland-walkst no more is feenj .. « 

The fprightly giten has drank thy ?/nV« <Jyc. 

Chorus. 

Plenty, peace, and pleaftire fly ; 

The fprightL/ green- 
In Woodland-walks, no more is feen ; 
The fprightly green has ^dtaidc ikc^OrrW^ye. 

Mars. 

Sound the trumpet, beat the druiAj 
Through all the world around j 
Sound a reveille, fquod, found. 

The warrior God is come* 

f .... 

Chorus. 

Sounpl the trumpet, beat the drum, 
Through all the world around j 
Sound a reveille, found, found, 

The warrior God is come, 

; •. MdMsus* - , . 

Thy (word within thef fcabbard keep. 

And let mankind agree ^ 
Better the world \«%re faft afleep, 

I'han kept awake by thee. 
The fools are only thinner, . ? 

With .all our coft arid care; 
But neither ffde a winner^ 

For things ate as they were. 

The 
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CnaRUS;. . 

The foolfi are only tbiimec^ 

With all our coft and care ; 
But neither fide a -winner, 

For things are as they were, 

Venus. 

Calms appear, wheir ftorms are paft. 
Love will have its hour at laft : 
Nature is my kindly care i 
Mars deftroys^ ^and I repair j 
Take me, take me, while you may, 
Yinus comes not ev*ry day. 

Chorus. 

T^keher, takeher^ while you may, 
V&itis comes not evVy day. 

Chroko^. \ 

The world was then fo light, 

I fcarcely fek thewtrght^ 

Joy Tttl- d the day, and love the night. 

But fmce the ipeen of.pleafure left the ground, 

I faint, I lag. 

And feebly drag 
The pondVous orb around. 

M0MUI8, fointingu Diana, 

All, all, of a piete throughout \, ^ 
Thy chace had a beaft in view \ 

TSMars. 

Thy Wars brought nothing about j 

^ _ G3 Thy 
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Thy lovers were all xmtrue ; 

7i J A N u &. • ? 

*Tis well an old age is out. 
And time to begin a new. 

CliORUS* . , ^ 

All^ all, of a piece throughout ; • 

Thy chace had a beaft ih view ; ' ■ "'*} 

Thy t^^ars brought nothing about ^ 
Thy lovers w^re all untrue ; 
'Tis well an old age is out,. . 
And time to begin a new. 

''■' 26. In this happy manner did 

MrTv^ceff ^^ P^^^ ^^ night in this wild 
St^cmore. and frightful part of the world, 
and for three fucceeding even-^ 
ings and days, enjoyed as much true fatif- 
faftion as itw^s poffible fQr.mori;als tp feeh 
f.rice, was an ingeniaus, chearful^ eotertaior! 
ing man, and his wife had not only fenfe 
more than ordinary, but was one of the heft 
of women, I was prodigioufly pleafed with 
her converfatioftw Though (he was no wo- 
man of letters, nor had any books in her 
houfe except the Bible^ Barfow\ and JVich- 
con's fermons, Hcwell's Hiftory of the worlds 
,and the Hiftory of England % yet from thefe 
few, a great memory, and an extraordinary 

conception 
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conception of things, had coUedcd a valua^ 
blc knowledge, and fhe talked with an eafe 
and perlpicuity that was wonderful. On 
rcligiovis fubjefts (he aftonilhed me. 

As Smdcy was one of the ' 
days I ftaid ther« and Price Z?Z'X 
was obliged in the afternoon to ^g„ ofChriS- 
be from home, I pafled it in tianity^ con- 
converfatioh with his wife. The fi^^^^^i*^ 
day introduced religion, and ' 

among other things, I aiked her, which (he 
thought the bcft evidences of Chriftianity ? 
The p-opbecies or the mracley? . 

Neither, (Mrs. Price replied). The pro- 
fbecies of the Meffiab recorded in the Old 
Teftament are. a good proof of the Chriftian 
religion, as it is plain froni many inftances 
in tiie New Teftament, that the Jewijh conn 
verts of that generation uuderftood them fo 
relate to our Lord; which is a fufficiei^t 
reafon for our believing them. Since they 
knew the true intent and meaning of thern,. 
and on account of their knowing it, wejge 
converted; the prophecies for tnis reafon 
ftiould by us be regarded as divine teJiimGfiy 
in favour of Chrifi Jefus.-^Thtn ^s to 
miraclesy they are, to be fiire, a means of* 
proving and Spreading the Chriftian religion, 
as they fhew the divine mijjion of the NLJfiah^ 
G 4 and 
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and rouze the mind to attend to the power 
by which thcfe mi^ty works are wrought. 
Thus* miracle and prophecy fhew the teacher 
iJL>a6 ^atne^frem God. They contribute to the 
cftablifhment of his kingdom; and have 
9 tendency to pfoduce that faith which 
purifies the heart, and brings forth the new 
birth. 

But the greater evidence for the truth of 
' our holy religion, appears to me to be that 
which converted the primitive Chriftians, to 
wit, the powerful infittence which the Gofpil 
has on the minds of thdfe who ftudyat wich 
fmcerity^, and the inward dijcoveries Chrift 
makes to the underftanding cf the faithful 
by his light and good fpirit. This dicceeds 
the <^her evidences, if tl^e heart be honfcft. 
The Gofpel is irrefiftible, when the fpiri: tf 
God moves upon the nlJnds of chrMliaAs. 
When the divin& power^ diipenfed through 
Chrift^ affifts and ftrengthens us to cto^oixl, 
and to efchew evil, then chriftianity appears 
a religion worthy of God, and in itfelf the 
ittoft reafonable. The complete falvas 
'fcion deferves our ready a:cceptat!on. That 
religion muft charm a reafonable world, 
. -v^hidi not only reftores th^ yrorlhip of the 
* one trueGody and exhibits, in a perreft plan, 
thofe rules of moral refbitude, whereby tWe 
conduft of men fhould be governed, and 

their 
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their future h^ppjyneii fecured; bat, by iu - 
bkj^djpirii^ inmrms our judgments, influ* 
ences our wills, redifies and fubdues our 
paifions, turns the biafs of our minds from 
^.objeds and pleafgres of fenie, and fixes 
them upon the fupreme good. Moft glorious 
forely.isi fuch a gpfpel. ik(^i^J^^^ &j)-fL^ 

But does not this operation of the Spirit^ 
(I faid) which you niake the principal evl*' 
dence for chriftianity, debafe human nature, 
and make man too weak, toQ helplefs and 
depending a Wng ? If iktluntary good agencf 
depends on fupematnral influence and enliven- 
jmg (»id^ does not this make us mere patients^ 
^uid if we are not moral agents^ t\i2it is, have 
not a power of chufmg or refuling, of do- 
ing or avoiding, either good or evilj caa « 
there b? .any human virtue ? Can we in fuch. 
cafenjipr^f or difapprove ourfelves to God. 
Toj^e it ieems that man was created to 
j)erfQrm. thii^ natural^ rational,, and Jpir- 
ritualj and has an ability to a£k. within the 
leach of his agency, as his duty requires. 
I thintc the moral fitnefs of things is a ruleoi 
:a£tk>n to cond!u£t 0]qn actions by^ and that: 
the gre^t advaota^ of revelation cbnfifls in. 
. its heaven^ moml leflbns^^and the certainty 
. of ^%t future judgn^eHt and r£tributu>ny which 
has a* powerfult influence upon a rational 
.imnd, and ftrongly inclines a reafonable 
G 5 being^ 
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being to fave bis fiuly by lb afting in this 
world, as to avoid everlafting mifery;, and 
cnfure the favour of God, and eternal hap* 
pinefs in another world. This appears to 
me more confiftent with the nature and 
the truth of things. It is more to the ho- 
nour of human nature, if I miftake not, and 
gives more glory to God. 

To this Mrs. Price anfweted, that as fhe 
was fenfible of the Ihortnefs of her own un* 
derftahding, and believed the faculties of 
the human mind in general were weak and 
deficient, (he could not fee any thing un- 
reafonable in fuppofing the thing formed 
depended on, and was fubjeft to the Creator 
that made it. It cannot be abfurd fureiy to 
fay, that fo weak and helplefs a being as 
man, depends intirely on God. , Where in 
the nature of things can we fix a;- ftj^iidard 
of certainty in underftanding, and ft^&tf 
in praftice, but in the foiintarin' of trutl^ 
and all perfeftion ? <' 

But to our better comprehending this 
matter, let us take a view of primitive 
Chriftiah religion. — Chfiftihnity is-a- ^vite 
inftitution, by which God declaflJs '4iimfelf 
reconciled to mankind fbr the fitke oi his 
beloved fon, the Lord Jefus Chrift;^ on €oii- 
dition ofrepentame^ amendment of Uf^, ^and- 

^erfeverancc; 
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ptrfiviTMce in a ftate of bolinefs ; and that 
we might' be able to perform the things re- 
quired of m, he offers the afliftance of his* 
good fpirit. This laft offer, in a. proper 
fenfe, is falvation ; for according to bis mercy r 
he favedus^ by the wafhing of regeneration^ 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft^ By grace 
are ye faved through faiths and that not of 
yourfihes •, // is the gift of God. We find, 
then, that there are two parts in th« Chrift* 
ian religion : one external and bijiorical^ the 
' other, internal and experimental The firft 
comprehends what is no more ta be re- 
peated, though the effefts are lafting and 
permanent^ to wit, the life and good works 
of Jefus^ his miracles, death alid refurrec- 
tion ; which declare him fpotkfs virtue j per-* 
fe£l obediencCy and the fon of God with power : 
And in the fecond part, we have 
that ftanding experience of a divine belp^ 
which converts and fupports a fpiritual life : 
It is true, both the parts have a near rela- 
tion, and in conjundiion produce the good 
ends of religion. The fecond is the effed 
of the firft. Redemption from the .power 
©f fin, fandifieation,. and juftification> are 
blefllngs wrought in us by the good Spirit of 
him, wJio without us did many glorious 
things, that, be might redeem us from all ini- 
quity^ and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people 
zealous of good works : And, that they who 
• G 6 7/x;^. 
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Uve^ Jhwld not henceforth Svt unity tbemftheriB 
but ante him that died for them and rofe agahh 
But, it is in the fecond part that the excel* 
fence of our holy religion confifts. We 
have no ability or ourfelves to take off out 
minds from the tilings that are evil, and en- 

tage them in the work of religion^ and gDd- 
nefs. This is the gifi of God. It is a 
eontinued mirach that cleanfes that polluted 
fountain the heart, 'and thcrcftrfe I call this 
iocperience the principal evidence of the 
Chriftiah religion. It is the glory of chrift- 
ianity, arid renders it the perfe&ion of aU 
teligions. 

That chriftiartity (I replied) is the per- 
fcftion of all religions, is granted ; but that 
tve have no ability to fave our fouls without 
> fupernatural operation on them, this is 
what I ftill have fome doubt of, A careful 
examination of the fubjeft, produces fome 
hard objections, and therefore, madam, I 
will lay my difficulties before you, that 
your fine natural underftanding may re- 
move them, if it be poflible. I will be 
jhort on the article, for many words would. 
jDnly darken it. 

In the firft place, then, as to man*s mt- 
ability to live a religious life, and prafticc 
Hie precepts of the gofpel, it muft be the 

effea 
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^1^ of. the human cpmpajhion, or the effedb 
of the agency of the ferpent. If the former, 
it is chargeable upon the author of the com- 
pofition ; ■ if the latter, upon the agent 
wh^ch a<ft$ upon it. Man could not be cul- 
pable, I think, for a bad life, in either 
cafe.-— — If my nature be weaknefs itfelf— ^ 

6r the ferpent is fuperior to me ^what 

good can be required of me ? can the fu- 
pi«eme reafon call for brickj where there are 
no materials to make it with ? will you fay^ 
Yes ; becaufe he gives fupsrnafural abiliiy to 
perform. But then, can this be called 
man's adlion ? It is the adion of the author 
by his miferable cre$tulre, man : and in fuch 
tafe, may we not fay, that tho' commands 
are given to man to obey revealed laws,^ yet 
iht obedience is performed by God? 

In the next place, as man in his natural 
capacity^ and all his natural powers^ are the 
work of God, and as truly derived from him 
fts any fupematural powers can be, it follows, 
I imagine, that a vdluntary agent*s making 
a right ufe of the power of his nature^ is as 
vahushle as his being compelled to ad well 
and wifely by a fupernatural power* To 
aflert, th^n, fuch e^eriences or ^erations^ to 
Hic &enf» to mifr^efent the nature of a be* 
itag exceltemly conftituted to anfwer the 
good purpofes h6 Was created for. I am 

; likewife. 
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Bkewife, at prefent, of opinion, 'that ^r^- 
dating our natural abilities^ does not give li> 
much glory to God as you imagine- 



To this Mrs. Price replied, that by the 
operation of the Jpirity (he did not mean that 
man was purely paffive, and had no part in 
the working out his falvation, but that God 
' co-operates with man^ and without deftroying 
the faculty of reafon, improves it by con- 
vincing and enlightening the underftandingy 
and by moving and inclining the will to- 
wards fuch objefts as are acceptable to him- 
felf, iand from thofe that are contrary to 
his gofpel. The mind in this manner en- 
lightened and affefted, begins to aft, and 
as the Ipirit moves upon the foul, the quick- 
ened man, under the divine direftion, does 
all the good the fcripture commands him to . 
do, and efchews the evil he is ordered to- 
avoid. ' By God through Chrift, he prac- 
tices the excellent virtues recommended inf j 
the holy ' books, and for this^ reafon^ the | 
righteoufnefs, which chriftians bring forth^ 
is called ia fcripture, the righteoufnefs of | 
Chrift, the righteoufnefs of God, and the ! 
righteoufnefs ci" faith. Chrift is the efficient*- ' 
We thro* hini are made able- to 46h Notwith- i 
ftanding the weaknefs and incsapiacity of bur I 
nature, yet, thro'' faith in the power of Gcdj 
whiph is given to all wIk) believe in him, we 

are- ; 
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are enabiedto^flee immorality and vice, and, 
by a life of virtue and piety, to enjoy the 
pleafures of afweet refleftion, and the praiies 
of unpolluted reafon. 

That this is the cafe of man, the facred 
writings declare in a thoufand places, and 
let forth the exceeding greatnefs of God's 
power in this refpcft. The miniftry of the • 
gofpel appears to have been ordained for 
this end, and the perfe(5lion of the chrilHan 
religion, to reft on. this particular fhing. 
^he Lord died for ourjins^ and rofe again for 
cur ji^ification^ thai we. through power re- 
ceived frsm him, (the power of his refurre£Hon) 
might be made righteous. And the Apoftle 
adds, / afn not afl>amed of the gofpel of thrifts 
for it is the power of God unto fahation^ to 
every one that believethy to the Jewsfirji^ and 
alfo to the Greeks^ for therein is the righteouf^ 
nefs of God rev fokd from 'faith, to faiths And 
that the promife of the Holy' Qhoft had.re,- 
-fcrencc not only to the great effufion of the 
Spirit at Pentecoji^ which was a folemn con- 
firmation of the new and fpiritual difpenfa?- 
tion of the gofpel ; but alfo to that inftruc- 
tion which Chriftians <tf e-v^ ^ge were to 
receive from at continually, if they attended 
to it, is evident from the promife. of Chri^, 
'-^-'—I will prarf the Father^ and he fhall givg 
you another jcomfortery (the. fpirit. of truth) 

. that: 
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that b» may abiii with you for ever. Thtt 
fj)irit was to fupply the place of his perfonal 
^reience. It was to become a teacher and 
comforter to his difciples and followers tx> 
the end of time — to enlighten and incline 
their minds to piety and virtue — ^to enable 
them to do all things appertaining to life 
and godlinefS) and to have a faith in God's 
power and all-fufEciency. This is the gla- 
J^ious ipecific difference of Chriftianity from 
all other religions. We have an inward 
inftru6tor and fupporter always abiding with 
Us. And what can be a higher honour ta 
mankind, or an ad of greater love in Gt>d^ 
than for him to interpofe continually^ and 
by his holy Spirit reftore the teachable and 
attentive to that purity and uprightnefs in 
which he at firft created man ? Glorious di£- 
penfation ! Here is a compleat reparation of 
the lols fuftained by tran%f)eflion. We are 
i^reated anew in Chrift Jefus, and are made 
j^artakers of the divine nature. Surely this 
isxhe utmoft that can be expe&ed f rom r&- 
Itgion. In iltfjrt, (continued Mrs. Price) 
it i3 to me a moft amazing thing, to fee 
men of fenfe di&laim this helpy argue for 
'Jelf-fuffidency and independefuy^ and leceivie 
ionly the eutivard appearance of the Son cfi 
^Gpd^ in a liter^, hiftOTicad, and formal pm- 
feffion of chriftianity \ This will never do 
the worlt. l^c mmard appearance c^ ^thc^ 

Son 
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SoHofG$d only puts us in ifn^city^ of f^ 
njoHm : it is the inward afptarance^ by the 
pow^r and virtuef of the fpirit that xtivAfofvt 
•us. The end of the gofpel is- repeniantCi 
forgivenefs of fins ^ and amendment of mim- 
Hersy and the means of obtdniag, thitf 
end, is cMfiianity in the Ufe^ fpirit^. amd 
power of it. l 

You talk extremely well, Madam, (I faid.) 
upon this fubjed):^ and iiave almoft , made 
-me a convert to the notion of an immrj ap^ 
ipearunce. of the Son of God: but I muft beg 
;kave to obfervc to you, that ai ito what 
yon have added^ by way of explication and 
.viradication of the operatim oi thtfprit; to 
iwit, that man has agency.,, and God co-^ope- 
rates with it, by which means t^e man is 
^enabled to apply fats agency to the perfornv 
:a^ce of gocxl, this does not feem to me to 
make the mott^ quite plain. The virtue 
or goodhefs of an agent mufl: certainly 
arife from a right ^xerdfe of his own power, 
and how then can God's co-cperating vnAi 
him make him a better man ? Can fiich cot^ 
operation add any thing to my virtue, if my 
goodnefs is to "be rated in proporrion to the 
•exertion of my own will and agency. If I 
am not able to iave a man from drowning, 
"though I pity him, and do* my beft to pro- 
itrm His lif^i but God givei^ me ftrength^ 
.. or 
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oatural powers of the nund. In -a gml 
variety of things the cafe is. the mne^ 
and when at a glanci we fee the fam/s o£ 
action, there is an immediate produ^oa 
of good. 

It is not juft then to afleit that the heart 
cannot be the fpring of good adions, l¥ith- 
out the afti^s of God. It is the feat ami 
fource j>f iotb evil and good. Man is capa- 
ble ofgimg glory to God, and of' doing 
t-he contrary. He is conftituted ta anfwer 
all the purpofe^ of focial felicity, and m, 
ad a part fqitable tx>, and bocomin^r ih^ 
reaibn and v(nderit4ndi£kg^ whic^ God Snatfa^ 
given him to guide Kis fteps ; and he may^ 
on the contrajy, by abufiag his liborty^ a^ 
an unfocial part in the creation, and do 
great dilbonour to his Maker, by the, ev<4 
iniagiitiations of hiS; heart, and: tberviolelico 
his h»d commits. This hath been the ftasei 
of human nature from the /^ to the flood, 
and from the flood to our time. The hn^ 
man race have a natural ability for good or 
evil, and are at liberty for the choice of 
either of theft. If thou doeji weU^ Caif$% who 
Haft power ^ and is at Uhethf to do evil, thou 
flialt be accepted. And if thou ioefi not ^dlf 
who haft power y and is at liberty to do g^ed^ 
fin lietb at the door. If this had not beea 
the cafe of Qi>, (arid of others fmce bi« 

days). 
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H&ys), k fcermto mc at prefent, that God 
"wookd adt an ir^^ffo/pait with his CFeatiires. 
Can iaffpimfi or mifery be called reward or . 
fumflment^ unlefs the creature can voluntas 
rily chufe or avoid the thing which renders 
him the objedfc of inflidion or glory? I 
Amk not. Fdr we muft all appear befwe the 
judgment feat of- Chrijty that tvery one may 
reeeive ^e fhiftgs^ done in his fod^y according 
to that he hath dency whether it be good ot 
hadn The agency oi a ferpent will be no 
plea then^ for a G^n^ I fupp(rfe : nor will 
^^s ti^ e> an iilherittmCe depend only on 
%fce g6od brought fdrth in him by the 
Lord. ■■ A nd as to ^ftlf-fi^ciemypT inde^ 
*pinden(yv\k\\t\iiSy as oftch char^, I can 
^fe€ none,' for the reaibn already given, to 
'wit, that «iy natural powers are as much the 
gift of God to me zsfupematural powers can 
•be, and render me m dependent a being. 
'They ai« derived from him : U h his given 
fotfkrel »fe, and if 1 make a right life of 
them, to anlWcr the great and wife purpdfe 
1' was created for, th^good application muft 
*be 'i&^aluahle as if I had applied fuperna^ 
tufal power* to the fame purpofe. 

• What you- fay,^fflr, (Mrs. PHce anfvercd) 
•h^' reafen 4h it, to be fure: :but it feems 
inconffilent with the language of the Bible, 
and cakes away die Grace of God intirely, 

' and 
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and the princi^at evidence oi tia Chriftian 
religion: As to ths^neceffhry guilt* of man*- 

•jkin^l, Mofes fays v— *: ^nd GodfaWy that 

she wickednefs of man *^as greats in the earth ; 
^nd that evpry imagination of the thoughts of 
f>is hearty w^as only evil continually : and it 
repeated the L&rd^, that he had made man on 
the earthy fcf^, Andagai^j — The earth alfo 
ivas corrupt before Gody and the earth was 
filled with violence : and God looked upon the 
Mr thy and behold it was corrupt y for allfUfh 
ha^ corrupted his way on the earth* And 
Ipod faid untp^Noaby The end of all Jlejh is 
^me before, mty for the earth is filled wiik 
.violence thro* thenty and behold I^will.dejlrc^ 
them with the earth. But Noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord. — —The prophet Je- 
remiah does likewife affirm. The heart, is 
deceitful above all things, and defperatefy 
wichfl. And St. Paul declares from Pfaku 
xiv and liii. There is none righteous, no not 
one 'y there is none that underftandethy there 
is none that feeketh after God. ' They are 
^11 gone out of the wayy they are altogether 
hecome unprofitable \ there is none that doeth 
goody no not one. Their throat is an epen 
Jepulcbre% with their tongues have they ufed 
deceit \ the peifon of afps is- under their Ups : 
whqfe mouth is fuU of curjing and biftfrnefi. 
Their feet are fwift to fhed bhod. Deftruc^ 
tion andmifery are in their waysy and tkt V)ay 
of peace have they not known. 

3 r Then 
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Then as to gr ace j or the operation of the 
Spirity to cure this miferaile condition of man* 
kindy Peter f aid unto fhemy Repent ^ and be 
baptized every one of youy in the name of 
Jefus Chrifty for the remiffion of Jins, and ye 
jball receive the gift of the Holy Ghofty for 
ihepromife is unto you mdjour children^ and 
fo all that are afar off. This is a very ex- 
tenfive declaration both as. to tinie add 
place. After Peter had told the people^ 
the God of our fathers raifed up Jefus whom 
ye fleWy and banged on a tree^ him hath God 
exalted with his right ,handy to, be a Prince 
nnd a Saviour ^ for. to. give repentanu4tnjto If 
rady and forgivenefs of ftnsy and we are his 
"witnejfes of tbefe thingSy and fa alfo is the Holy 

. Chgjiy whom God hath given to them that 
4>bey him : the apoftle adds, then they (the 
Gentiles) were filed with the, Holy Ghoft. All 
who obeyed, : without difldnftion, had the 
Holy Ghoft given then?» ai>d it was a wit- 

• nefs. to them of the truth qf Chrift*s divine 
million, and the good efFeft of it, according 

. to the promife or the Lord, to wit, hefhaU 
ieflify of me. • 

^. Paul likewife tells us, if any man have 

not the fpirit of Chrifty he is none of his. And 

if Chrift be in yoUy the body is dead becaufe of 

Jiny but the fpirit is lifcy becaufe of righteouf- 

nejsi' but if the fpirit of him that raifed 1^ 

Jefus 
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yrfus from the iiddy ihpeil in yatj be that 
raifid up Chriftfrom the deadjhaUdfo t^cken 
^mr mortal bodies iby^ his Jpirit that dweUetbim 
you^ ^hereforey brethren^ we are debtors^ noi 
$0 theflefif to Hve after thefiefh^ for if ye ti'oe 
after theflejh ye fhall die \ but if ye thro* the 
ffirit do mortify the deeds of the body., yefbdll 
iive^ For as ma^ty as are led by theffirii ofGod^ 
ih&) aire the fms of God. For ye have not re* 
€eived thefpirit of bandage again to fear^ hrit 
^ have received tbeffirit of adoftiony wherehy 
we cry^ Abba^ Father^ the fprit itfidf bearetb 
^tnefs with our fprit y that we are the childreM 
vf God.^^Htre wc fee the ncc^ity of having 
the fpkit of Chtift, •aad that thote who have 
it not, do not beloi^ to him, Th^y arc 
nene of his. We may likewife obierve, that 
it mortifies the deeds of the body, and quick- 
ens the foul to a life of holinefs : the pallage 
likewife (hews, that the fp»rit bears witnefii 
•with our fpirits, and by an evidence peculisy 
to itielf, gives us a certain fenfe, or under** 
;ftanding^it. 

In (hort. Sir, a great number of texts 
might be prodirced, to fhew not only the 
^ork and ^e£f of the Divine fpirit upon our 
-minds; Mit that it is an evidence^ the princi* 
pal evidence and ground of certainty to be^ 
tieversj refpefting the truth of chriftianity. 
1 will mention however <M}ly two or' three 

more. 
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m<h^, and then (hall be glad to hear what 
you fay to thoie things. 

JVhat man knttiveth th^ fpitit iff man^ favt 
^he fpirit of man which is in him ? evenfo the 
things of God knowetb no man^ but thefpirit of 
God. N&^ "we ha^e received not thefpirit of 
the worlds but thefpirit which is ofGod^ thai 
we might know the things which are f reefy 
given to us \>f God. — Te have an unSionfrom 
the Holy One, and ye know all things. Thefe 
things have I written to yoUy Concerning them 
that feduce you \ but the anointing which yi 
have received ofbim^ abidetb in yoUy 4md ye 
need not that any teach you^ but as the fame 
anointing teachethyou of all things^ and is truths 
-and is no lii^ and even as it bath taught you^ 
yefhall abide in it. — Hereby we know that he 
abideth in us by his Spirit^ which he hath given 
us. Hereby we know that we dwell in hin^ 
and he in usy becaufe he hath given us af his 
Spirit-, 

What do you fay m all this ? do not the 
facred paflages I have repeated feem to de* 
xrlare in the piaineft manner the necej/aty 
iniquity of n>an ; that this" is to be cured 
only, and his nature rectified by the opera- 
tion of the Divine Spirit ; and that the effu* 
Jion of the Spirit^ both as to inflruSiion and 
widence^ was not peculiar to t^e infancy of 

Voi^L H Chriftianity? 
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ChrifHanity? This appears to my Under- 
(landing. The very e^fence of the Chriftian 
religion, I think, from thefe fcriptures, con- 
fifts in the ftnhtr and ^^ of t\i&fpiritmt 

Wh4t you have faid, Ma^ 
theftdUf/ danij (I replied) feems ftrong 
'£^::£r indeed m defence of the t«.^- 
to this lime* ncfs of inou^ and the operation 
of the Spirit^ and I fliould be 
ibf youf way of thinking as to the mamfefia- 
iiofi of it, but that I imagine the thing may 
hiQ explained, in a different manner* Lee 
«s review oiir religion, if you pleafc^ 
and perhaps we may find, that another' 
account liiay be given of fanftification, 
land the renewing the mind into a ftate of 
iioUnefs^ 

When God called tKb Woiid bto being* 
his purpofe was, without all peradventure^ 
that his rational creatures might enjoy the 
aoblcft pjeafuires^ and by conforming their 
conduft to the fitnefs and relation of things, 
from a due regard to the authority of th^ 
firft oaufe, by wliom. this fitne(^ and relatioil 
^et-e wiiely conftitutedi fecure all the blefP 
ings of this life, arid honout^ aad glory, and 
inunortality^ in fome fujjure ftate of exift-* 
fejicc. This I think -was the cafe, *Tru^ 

. religioil 
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if<e%ion wiks to form aod fix every good pria« 
ciple in the human mind, produce all righte* 
oufnefs in the converfation, and thereby 
tender man-kind the blefled of the univeffal 
Father. They were to worlhip the one true 
God 'y the pofleflbr of all being, iand tlie foun- 
tain of all good> to beUeye in him^ and 
have their traft and dependence always on 
him ; to he ptirc arid peaceable, gentle and 
full of mercy, withcait partiality, without hy- 
pocrify, and (o devoted to holinefs .and 
obedience, to every vircue and every good 
work which the law of reafon can require 
from men ^ that after a long life fpent ia 
acting a part the moft honourable to God>. 
and the moft advantageous to mankind, in 
ebeying the diSintes of reafon^ and thereby imi^ 
bating the ex&mple ^of God\ they might be 
^ranflated to the regions of immortality and 
day, where the firft and great original dif* 
plays, as it werft face to facc> the perfeftion^ 
of the Deity, at)d from an all-perfeft and 
boly Being receive the vaft rewards- he hat 
prepared for thofe, who,, in this firft ftate^ 
have been, to all the purpofes of life arid 
feHgion, perfeft as he is perfed* For thefe 
y^^Xi% didthefupremediredor, the greateflt 
and the b^ft Being in the univerie, command 
ihe l\uman rj¥^.4nto exiftence. He gave 
tbem faculties to condud them here thro^ 
Vftfii)W'i^fne$ of happkieis to the realms of 
, H 2 immortality 
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Immortality and immutable felicity. It wflS 
^ Godlike defign« 

But it Wa5 not very loflg befofe this hu- 
^ man race became corrupt, and not only did 
evil in the fight of the Lord^ but ceafed ta 
apprehend thejlrfi tdi^fe as one moft perfeEt 
fnind. The natural notions of moral per- 
fe£tion which reafon and the light of nature 
fupply, they rio longer minded^ nor thought' 
of what is fit and feafoitabie to be done in 
every cafe. The paflions began to influence 
and difeft their lives : juft aftd pure ideas' 
of the Deity were loft, falfe ones took place^ 
and the mifchief and its fatal confeqUence^ 
became very great. It was a melancholy- 
fcene ! The exalted notions of one glorious- 
God^ and of that true religion which confifts 
in the expeftation of a future fl:ate, were na 
longer known, nor did the race ever think' 
of approving themfelres in the eye of an 
all-perfe£l and holy Being. Superftition and 
Iniquity prevailed, and the fpread of evil 
was wide< 

God faw that the wickedne6 of man Wa^ 
great in the earth — —the thoughts of his 
neart evil continually^ Csfr. as you have be^. 
fore quoted from the book of Genejisy and 
becaufe the wickednefe of the tenth genera^ 
tiin was fo great, and men no longer endea-' 

voured 
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voured after thofe perfe^ions, which are 
natural and proper to rational minds vr— — 
no longer thought of conforming thenifelves 
to the divijne nature, or ftrove to imitate the 
excellencies of it, tho* conftituted to give 
ghryto their Maker^ and endued with a reafofi 
and underftdnding Jufficient to teach them the 
rule 6^ duty ^ and guide their fteps in the 
ways of true religion ; but againft the light 
of their own minds, a^d the moft impious 
and unfociable part ; therefore God repented 
that he had made them, that is, he did what, 
is the produ£b of repentance in men, when 
they undo, as far as it is in their power, 
what they repent of, and deftfoyed his own 
work by that defolating judgment, the yfoorf. 
This feems to be the trutl^ of the cafe. 
.The words of Mj/Ji do not mean the ftate^ 
of human nature on account of the fall. They 
exprefs only i;he wickednefs of the tenth gene- 
ration as a reafon for the d^^luge at that time^ 
There is not the leaft ground for aflerting 
from this paflage in the facred hiftprian, that 
man was unable to do good by his natural 
powers, and that his critnes were a refitting 
the adings of God upon his mind. The im- 
piety of this generation was a mere abufe of 
free will, and a6ling againft the plain dic«> 
tateis of ifj^ir own minds: therefore, when wil-. 
ful oppreflions apdfenfualities filled the earth, 
God deftroyed the world by an inundation, 
H 3 Noab 
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"i^oah onl5^, v(rho was a jirft imn, and pniiiA 
in his generation, with his family c&aped. 

This terrvbte execution of aft awful vtn^ 
geance on the guilty face,- deiftonftrated to 
the furvivors, and to all the ages to come, the 
great malignity of fin, and the uneontroui- 
able fiipremacy of the divine gpveri^ent. 
As the venerable Patriarch and his family 
bailed over the bofom of the boundlefe ocean 
«f waters^ and above the Wrecks and rums 
•oi thi^ fcrreftrial world, they adored, to bt 
^re, ifrith,grat^ul hearts, the Almighty 
Father <3f virtue, and g^dddefe, who had & 
Wonderfully preferved thennf, and wwc coa^ 
^nced by the amazing^ ftrjkiftg evidence, 
•*hat fm is thqj gre^t^ infamy' and degradar 
tion of 6\^ reafonabio nature ; that it ha$ an 
infuperabic repugnancy and iK«v0w(iUe €«ia* 
trarkty ^ our tru^ happin^Sy jind is ta^ 
tnous, pernicious, and ruinous, bythe&n« 
«ence of the Almighty, Th^ dreadful ewnt 
unanswerably evinced his conftaitt a&ual 
cognizance of enormous faith and mantters, 
and his unchangeable dffpleafure with thcnu 
This truth, which was learnt at firft, by th(K 
cxpulfion from Paradife^ and the fad inh£« 
ritance of Mortalityy^thcf faw again repub^ 
liflied in the moil awful manner. This 
gave undoubtedly a very religious turn to 
fheir minds, and they determined, to bfe 

fure, 
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fiire, to adhere to thofe excdlent principk^ 
and praxes, which had been, thro' God'$ 
goodnefs, their fecurity in the general defo* 
lation, md to 0ee the contrary malignant 
ones which had procured that defola^r 
tion on the reft. In a degree, fviitable to 
their nature and ability, they refolved to 
imitate the perfettions of God, and to em^ 
ploy the powers and faculties of rcafon in 
endeavouring to be juft, and righteous, and 
merciful. And ^ the amazing operation of 
God in the dduge called for their wonder 
jind praife, we muft think their hearts glowed 
with the fenfe of hisr goodnefs to them, and 
that they extolled his mercy and power in 
the falvation they had received. So we are 
told by an iftfpircd writer. Naab rcilored 
the mckm rites of divine fetvice^ and built 
]in alear to the Lord jfyd tie Lord 
fm^d 4 Jk^mfawur^ and Md^ Netkr a?p^ 
mr4 "mill i cMtfe sbe gimnd far ^mmis fakn 
fW the itmginafm cf pian"^ i^art is evit 
from^ bis youth \ becaufe he will not hearkcrt 
10 fj^e voice cf reafon, and with the greatdft: 
ardour and contention oi mind, labour ta 
attain a. conformity to the divine nature in 
the moral perfections of it ; which is the 
true dignity of man, and the utmofl: cx-t 
cellence of human fouls. Neither will I 
mgain fmitd am more every living sreatun ds T 
have d(m. while the earth remmnetby fted^ 
H4 time 
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time and harueft^ and cold and beaty andfunmcr 
and winter^ and d(^ and night Jhall not ceafe. 

Thus did God enter into a covenant with 
Noah^ and his fons, and their feed ; and as 
the late gmazing occurrences muft incline 
the fpedtators oixht flood to piety and good- 
nefs ; and the fathers of the pofldiluvian 
world were carcflil to inftruft their children 
in the feveral parts of the ftupendous fadt^ 
and from the whole inculcate the Being and 
Perfedions of God, his univerfal dominion 
and aftual providence and government over 
all things^ his love of virtue and goodnefs» 
and infinite deteOiation of all fm ; to which 
we may add, that the imitation of God is 
not a new principle introduced into religion 
by revelation, but has its foundation in the 
reafon and nature of things ; w e may 

from hence conclude, that the riiing gene- 
ration were perfbnsofconfpicuous devotion, 
and followed after the moral virtues, the ho- 
lineis, juiUce and mercy which the light of 
nature difcovers* They were, I believe, mod 
excellent mortals for fome time. Thty obeyed^ 
to be furc, tvery diSlate of real'on, and adored 
and praifed the invifible Deity \ the Supreme 
immutable mind. 

But this beautiful fcene had an end, and 
man once more forgot his Maker and him- 

felf^ 
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fcK He profHtuted the honour of both, by 
robbing God of the obedience due to him, 
and by fubmitting hinifelf a flave to the ele- 
ments of the world. When he looked up 
to the heavens, and faw the glory of the fun 
and ftars, inftead of praifing the Lord of all» 
he foolifhly faid, Thefe are thy Gods, O 
Man ! A univerfal apoftacy from the primi- 
tive religion prevailed. They began with 
the heavenly bodies j or Jydereal Gods, and pro* 
ceeded to heroes^ brutes, and images, till the 
world was overflowed with an inundation* of 
idolatry^ 9Xidfuperftifion ; even fuch fuperfti'-^ 
tiofij as nourifhed, under the notion of Re- 
ligion, and pleafing the Gods, the moft bef^ 
iial impurities,' the moft inhuman and, un- 
natural cruelties, and the moft unmanly and 
contemptibleyi?///>i. Moral virtue and good- 
nefs were totally extinguiftied. When men 
had loft the fenfe of the Supreme Being, the 
Creator, Governor, and Judge of the world, 
they not only ceafed to be righteous and 
holy, but became neceflarily vitious and 
corrupt in practice ; for iniquity flows from 
corrupt religion, as the waters from the 
ipring. The principles and ceremonies of 
the eftablifhed idolatries gave additional 
ftrength to mens natural inclinations to in- 
temperance, luft, fraud, violence, and every 
kind of unrighteoufnefs and debauchery. 
Long before the days of Mofes, this" was the 
H 5 general 
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general cafe. Idolatry had violated all thtf 
duties of true religion, and the moft abo- 
minable praftices by conftitntion were au- 
thorifcd. The Phalti (ii) and the MylU 
(12), rites that modefty forbids to explain, 
were eftecmed principal parts of their Ritual \ 
virgins before marriage were to facrifke 
their chaftity to the hoaioiir of Venus 5(13) 



(lO Exeare turn privatim turn publicc, Hgnea 
virilia thyrfis alligata per earn, folemniutem geftahant, 
fuit enim Phallus vocatum, membrum virile, 6chse- 
dius de diis. p. 130, 

_ (12) Heraclides Syracufius libro de vetuftis & fan- 
citis moribus fcribit apud Syracufios in perfeftis ther- 
jnophoriis, ex fefamo & melle fingi pudenda mulie- 
bria, quae per ludds k ipedacula citcuinfcrebantur, 
^ vocabantur M^IU* Athenaei« D^vgooL 1. 14. p. 
647. 

• .(13) This IS taken notice oTIsy tile pi^pliet Jer^^ 
miah^rr^^^* The womea aJfo wWi c^rdp 

th!tmfU. ** " ^^^"^ *^^' iVi'Ci^l in th^ ways, burn 
** braa for perfunae \ but if any. of 
" them, drawn by fome that pafleth by, lie witfx her, 
" fhe reproacheth her fellow, that ihe was not thougbc 
** as worthy as hericlfc aor her Qord broken." Sah 
tx&V vi. 43. 

Herodotus explains this paflage of tile- Prophet* 
<* Every woman at Babylon^ fevs the hiftorian, w«. 
*' obliged* once in her life, to ilt down openiy vck the 
*' temple of Venus^ ia order to proltitute berfclf w 
«* (ome ftranger : they entei: into the temple, and fi« 

** dowa 
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men were offered upon the Alters for Sadri- 
fices ; and children were burnt dlLve to Mo^ 
hcb and Adramalecb. In a word, the riioft 
abominable immoralities univerfally prevail^ 



*• down crowned with garlands, fbme contiiiitany go:- 
*J, ing oat, and others coming in .; the galleries wliwre; - 
** they fit are built in a ftrait line, and open on every 
** fide, that all ftrangers may have a free pafl'age to 
,^. chu& fuch women as they like beil. Thofe^w^meiKr 
*• who excel in beauty and fhape are foon di^mifled;; 
** but the deformed are fometimes neceffitated to wait 
** three or four years, before they can fatisfy the 
•* law. The men declared their choice by throwing 
** money into the lap of the woman they moft ad- 
*' mired, wjbich ihe was by no means to pefufe, but 
** inftandy redre with the man that accofted her,, and* 
** fulfil the law. Women of rank (for none were 
" diipenfed with) might fit in covered chariots for 
'* the purpofe, whilfl their fer van ts waited at a dii^ 
" tance till they had done/* Herodot.^ 1.. u c. 196^ 
198, and 199^ 

Strahe likewife gives ns an account to the iame pur* 
gofc. 1. 16. p. 745. . A nd Juftin gives this re^on 
tor this cuftom, — left Venus alone J^outd appear la/cimi^ 
^us. Ne fok impudicavideretur. 1. l8. t. 5. • 

• As to the hreaking of the nvomaiCs c^rd^ Rr.' Hydf 
&ys, t^eir lower garments wefe- tied with fmall and 
weak cords made of rufhes, qui. ad congrediendum 
ecant frangendi.— — i*«rr-&^j" //^. 1. i. c. 12. p. 65*. 
confirms uiis notion ; having feen the thing pradifed. 
m his travels in the Eaft. But Grotius on Baruch fays,., 
the meaning was, the women had cords given them,. 
as a token that they were under the vow of proltitution,, 
which when they had performed, the cord was properly 
' H6u ^ faid 
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ed; with the encouragements of reKgion, 
men were led into intemperance, unclean- 
nefs, murders, and many vices, inconfiftent 
with the profperity and peace of fociety, as 



faid to be broken ; for every vow may be called fuincu' 
Ivngy Qr a cord. As I take it, the cafe was both as 
Hyde and Grotius relate it. I was in company with a 
phyfician, who had fpent many years of his life in the 
EaAy and he afTiired me, he had feen both circum- 
ilances pradifed in the kingdom of Cranganor. 

As to the woman's burning incen/e or bran for a per^ 
funuj it was the cuftom before coition, by way of 
charm and incentive. When a Babylonian and his 
wife had a mind to correfpond, they always firft lighted 
up the fuming pan, imagining it improved the paffion. 
So in the Pbarmaceutria oi Theocritus^ P* 33« we fee 
Si/n^tha is ufing htr incantation ^ nunc furfures facrifi^ 
taboy nWv^oyy the word made ufe of in Jeremiah^^ 

Epifile, And as if all this had not been luft 

enough in their religion, it was farther declared in 
their Ritual , that thofe were beft qualified for theySr- 
€erdotai fun£iionj who were bom of mothers Who con- 
ceived them of their own fons. 

In refpeft of human facrinces, if you would have ^ 
full account of 4hem, confult the following authors, 
and you will find that the Canaanites were far. from 
being the only Pagans who were guilty of this unna* 
-tural barbarity— Selden de diis Syris Segort. i. c. 
6. and all the authors he quotes. Grotius on Deut. 
x?iii. Ifaac Vof. de Orig, Idol. 1. 2. c. 5. Dion. Vof-^ 
iius on M aimon, de Idol. c. 6. Lud Vives notes on St. 
Aug. de Civit. Dei, 1. 7. c. 19, — Ouzeltus & Elmen- 
i^ormus notes on Min. Foelix. Spencer de Leg. Hebr* 
I. 2. c. 13. And Fabridus^ Bibliographia, c. 9. 

well 
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well as with the happinefe of private perfons ; • 
and that fuch iniquities might have a per- 
petual fource, the moft fhameful idolatries 
were preferved in oppofition to the know^ 
ledge- and worfliip of the One true God. Sa 
general was this corruption and idolatry, 
that the infedbion feized the defcendants of 
Shemy the pious race. Even ^erab^ the 
father of Jbram^ we find charged with it. 
And Abram himfelf was culpable, I think, 
in this refpeft, as the word Afebes imports. 
It is ren4ered in our Bible ungodly^ but it 
fignifies more properly idolatry^ and that is 
what St. Taul in the 4th chapter to the 
Romans hints. The Apoftle fpeaking of 
Abraham-^ fays, — But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth in him that juftifieth 
the ungodly^ that is, an ungodly idolater ^ who 
has no manner of claim to the bleflings of 
God, he hiuft be juftified upon the foot, 
not of bis own prior obedience^ but of God^s 
mercy. 

. In fuch a calamitous ftate, a Revelation 
to rdlore the Law of Nature^ and make 
it more fully and clearly known, to ^- 
force its obfervance, to afford belps and mo--, 
tives to the better performance of what it 
enjoys, and relieve the guilty mind againft 
all its doubts^ would certainly be a merci- 
ful vouchfafement from God to mankind, 

and 
2 
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and be much for their advantage and hap- 
pineis; and therefore^ in the year frona 

the flood 428, to provide for 
Afitr the the reftoration of the true re- 
^Bfr^Ch '/i ^^S^^^» ^^ preferve the know- 
192a ledge and worfhip of the One 

true God on earth, in oppofi- 
tion to the prevailing idolatry, and the 
grofe immoralities that were the effects df 
idolatrous principles and practices, Jehovah 
commanded Abraham to leave his country, 
his kindred, and his father's houfe^ and 
proceed with his family to the land of Ca-- 

naan. Here God entered into 
Bp. Sherlock Covenants with Abraham and 
9n prothecy, ^iis pofteHty, to be inftruments 
that fivo CO' *^ ^^ hands of providence for 
venants loeri bringing about great defigns 
given to in the world — ^that he and his 

Abpaham;^^ pofterity were to be the Church. 

a temporal CO' ^ c r^ J j , ts ^ r 

tenant, to ^\ God, and dcpofitaries or a 
take place in hopc that the Covenant limited 
the land of |.q Abraham and his chofea 

Srr;;t ^^ ^^^. ^ &ow m thcM- 

nam of Better ncls of time mto a btefling 
btpty ts he upon all the nations of the 
performed in ^arth. Abraham was at this 

a better coun- » ^ 11 j /-^ j 

try. p. 134. tii^e 75 years old, and God 
added to the patriarchal, wor- 
ship the vifible mark of Circumcifion, as a feat 
of a covenant between hunfclf md^^braham*. 

Yet 
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Yet how fit focvcr foch a vifibk mark 
might be, to keep in mnembrance the co^ 
venant between God and the £ajmly of 
Akrakamy it was foimd in ocperience, in* 
fufficient to prefcrve them feom the idola- 
trous cuftoms of their neighbours. 
Some new laws; fome further conftitutions 
of worlhip were to be added, 01:, as the 
family of Abraham were fituatcd in the 
midft ©f idolaters and unrighteous ones, it 
was.forcfecn they tvould fbon fall from the 
^e£fen;tiak' of religion ; and iiiftead of prc- 
feyying a r%ht knowledge of God, of his 
>Beii^, Perfeftions and Government, a jufl: 
fenfe of the reverence all men owe to 
him, from a firm belief of his Being, Power, 
Dominion, Juftice and Goodnefs, and an 
hearty coftcern to obey the known Will .of 
^od In all thinga ; doing whsbt is pleafing 
in his fight, ieeksng, and hoping their per- 
feftion aadhappinefs, in the likeneis, and 
m riie image of God -,. they would, on the 
€©jtl?-ary, firve dther Gods', and make their 
idolatry, not a matter of harmlefs fpecular 
tion, but a fountain of the moll dangerous 
immoralities ; and* therefore, as it was-highly 
jit in itfelf, and well becoming the wifdom 
of God, he gave Mofis a chrijfianity in 
M4rt>glypkr^s^ that is, a taiernach, ^.jhechi- 
nah^ 3, pri(fih0od^ an altar ^ fturifices^ laws^ 
mordm^ ceremmialy with every conftitucnt 

part 
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part of the Hebrew ritual; being figures 
of a better fhechinah, temple, prieft, altar, 
facrifice, revelation, and bleffings— figurative 
reprefentations of the more ferfeU conjiitu- 
tions in the days of Meffiah the King,— • 
This was in the year 875 after the flood, 
and 149 1 before Cbrift* By a ritual fo 
becoming t|ie wifdom of God,, given for 
a prefervative againft idolatrous principles, 
and as a difpenfation preparatory to that 
future heavenly religion, the Hebrew flation 
were guarded againft the furrounding cot^ 
ruptions of the world, and, raifed up the 
defenders of true religion, to preferve the 
knowledge and worlhip of the One true God. 

But as mankind would not follow the 
Ugbt of naturey which is fufficient, when 
attended to, for a conftant univerfal prac- 
•tice of piety and morality ; fb neither woul4 
they be engaged by various revealed law3> 
from time to time given, and by the calls 
and leflbns of many prophets, to the prac- 
tice of true religion and righteoufnefs ; bqt 
as the heart is the feat SLiidfource of wickedr 
nefs in man, according to t>he prophet -J^tf- 
miahy fo even the hearts of the Jews became 
deceitful above, all t kings y and defperaP^ 
wicked. And the Prophet goes on to ihfRW, 
not the necjsjfary. inability of man without ex^ 
periencesy or an operating fpirit witbtHy (as 

you 
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you fuppofe, madam) ; but that, tho' men 
thus wickedly deceive one another, yet 
they cannot poffibly by fuch a wilful defpe- 
Tate piece of wickednefs deceive their Ma- 
ker, becaufe to-him the moft fecret receffes 
of their hearts lie open •, and, confequently, 
in the iffue, they deceive themfelves, feeing 
God, who knows the deceit which is lodged 
in their hearts, will render unto them ac- 
cording to their works, and according to 
the fruit of their doings: fo that their 
hope and expectation will be difc^ppointed^ 
even as a partridge is difappointed, that 
fitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not. 

And as St Paul fays from the xiv. and 
Uir. pfalm, there was none righteous, no 
not one; there is none that underilandeth, 
there is none that feeketh after God; and 
fo on, as you, madam, have quoted the 
verfes ; in which the Apoftle did not intend 
to Ihew the neceffary pollution of man with- 
out the help oi grace \ but the groundlejfnefs 
of that opinion which the Jews had gone 
into, that they were the onfy people which 
pleafed God ; for they were as guilty as the 
Gentiles were in tranfgrefling the law of na- 
ture. Neither of them had any legal title 
to jujiification. They were all very great 
tranigreffors. The throat of Je%& and Gen- 
tile an open fepukhre : their tongues, deceit : 

the 
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the poifon of afps tinder their lips : their 
mouths, full of cuffing and bitternefs : their 
fret, fwift to ftied blood. Deftruftion and 
mifery in their ways :- and. the way of peace 
have they not known : Therefore xhtjuftifi^ 
cation of the Je^? as well as the Gentile muft . 
be oigrace^ and not of debt. 

' In this was manifefted the incftimable love 
6f God in the redemption of the world by 
Jeftis Chrifi. Tho* Je^ and Gentile were 
qualified to difcern arid do both good and evtl^ 
and the Jew had a written law a3 a further 
afiiftance, but neverthekfs they violated the 
' plain dictates of natural reafon, and the di-« 
vine precepts of the law, and by unrighte-r 
eufneft and impurity, rendered themfelves 
objefts of judgment a^d condemffiation \ yet 
^e father of the imtvcrfe, in compaffion to 
mankind, fent a divine teacher from heavtn,^ 
Ckrifi^ ' the tfue Propb^ that was to come into 
the worid^ and by his divinely i^vealed tefli- 
rifiony and authority, attempts to aboli(h 
the fuperftition of men, reclaim their wick- 
ednefs, and bring them back to the fruo 
fpiritual worfhip of God, and to that ho- 
Knefs of life and manners, which is agree- 
able to the uncorrnpted light and dilates 
ef nature. This was love. The blefled 
God, in compaffion to human ignorance 
and wlckedaefsj contrafted by men's own 

fault. 
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fault) gives them an cxprefs revelation of his 
will, and re-cftabKfties the rvik of pure un» 
corrupt religion and morality. He declares 
thofe terms of finful mjn's reconcilement to 
him which he was pleaied to accept. Grace 
is man^ifefted in the gofpel to turn men from 
their vanities^ or idol fervke^ unto the living 
iGod, who made heaven and earthy and by the, 
doSrkie znA facrijice of Jefus Chrijl^ to re^ 
deem us from all iniquity^ and purify tobimfelf 
a pecuUar peopk^ zeakUfS of good worH :--^ 
'That denying all ungoMinefs and worldly l^fis^ 
we fiall live foierly^ righteot0^ and godly iif 
ibis prefint worlds looking for that hkffi^ hopi^ 
find t^e gloriavis^apJ>earance of the gi-ea^ 
God i who will jud^ the worjd by that di*r 
vine perion and great temporary miivifteri 
whom he fent be^re t<» deftroy fin^ and dif 
Jtingdom of Satan ; and to bring mankind 
im© ^ perfeft ^bedien^e to the wiU of the 
fkpreM Bev^f Tfeis renders chriftianitya 
hearaaly thing. Revelation thus explained 
is beautiful and ufeful to an extreme dt** 
jgree. It does not contradiA, but ftrengthen 
the obligations of natural reli^on. 

Your account. Sir, (Mrs, Price anfwer«d) 
of man and religion is different indeed fronst 
mine, and I muft albw your expliqatioiw 
have reafon in them : but fliU they dQ 
not ^isfy me, nor c^ I part with my 
^ - own 
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own opinion. Two things in particular 
to me appear very ftrange in your fcheme. 
It feems to take away the neceffiiy of the 
chriftian revelation, if natural religion, duly 
attended to, was perfeft, and fufficient for 
virtue and holiriefs, and thereby to gain 
the favour of God. If reafon alone can 
do the work, if men pleafe, then what 
need of the gofpel ? — If men will confi- 
der, (and without confideration no fcheme 
can be of fervice), they may as well turn 
their thoughts to the law of nature as to 
the law or grace, if there is no difierence 
betwixt the rule of nature and the law 
of Chrift, with regard to the knowledge of 
God, the maker of heaven and earth, and 
the worfhip due to him on that account^ 
and the practice of virtue and morality. 

In the next place, if I underftand you 
right, the grace of God is of no ufe at all. 
in religion, as you account for felvation. 
What is out. of order within us, in the 
mind and its faculties, the will and its af- 
feftions, and wants to' be fet right in good 
thoughts and works, our own reafon, in 
your notion of religion,' is fufficient to regu- 
late, and unaflifted by the illumination of\ 
the holy fpirtt of God, we may live in an 
imcorrupted.ftate of piety and morality, and 
fo fave -our. fouls, if we pleafe. This \s: 

what 
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what I cannot believe. The grace df God 
in the gofpel is the glory and comfort of the 
chriftian religion. A divine operation that 
ircnews and fandifies the mind is an invalu- 
able blefling, and in a manner inexpreflibly 
charming fatisfies me beyond hefitation, that 
the chriftian religion is true, while it puts 
me in the aclual poflelFion of the good ef-* 
fefts of it. The Ipirit of God difcovers to 
me the ftate of my own mind, in all the cir- 
cumftances of a chriftian life, fets my follies, 
my neglefts,. and my failings, in order be- 
fore me, which is the firft right ftep in or- 
der to the overcoming them j and then ob- 
ferving the difcoveries I was not able to 
make myfclf, and having a ftrong faith in 
the divine power and fufficiency, I am en* 
abled to gain viftories my infufficient reafon 
could never obtain. May this divine moni- 
tor then abide in my breafti It is by the 
heavenly affiftance of the holy fpirit only^ 
as vouchfafed in the chriftian difpenfation, 
that I can fecure for myfelf eternal Jife* 
The wife and prudent of this world may 
think as they pleafe of this matter, and pro** 
duce reafonings againft it beyond my power 
to anfWer ; but for my part, I muft confidcr 
it as the principle of my fahations and think 
I rannot be thankful enough for the inefti-* 
mable bkOing. It is to me a glorious in-^ 
fiance of the great wifdom and gopdnefs of 
Godi 
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Madam> (I replied) in relation to youi; 
firft objeftion, chat I make no clifFerence 
between revealed and natural religioa, fof 
nature is as fufficient as grace, in my ac-« 
count, I affure you that I think the revela-« 
tion of the gofpel excels the beft fcheme of 
natural religion that could be propofed^ in 
declaring the terms of reconcilement, in 
demonftrating the- divine wrath againft (in^ 
in the method of (hewing mercy by the 
death of God's beloved Son, and the pro-, 
mife of free pardon on the condition of re- 
pentance and newnefs of life. This man-* 
ner gives unfpeakable comfort to repenting 
finners. It gives the grcateft encouragement 
to engage them to the love of God and tha 
praftice of all his commandments ; an en- 
couragement that reafon could not difcoven 
To chriftianity therefore the true preference 
is due. Tho' philofophy or the dodiine of 
reafon may reform men^ yet the chriftian 
religion is a clearer and more powerful guides. 
It improves the light of reafon by the luper*- 
natural evidence and declaration of God's 
will, and the means of 'man*s redemption is 
a more efficacious motive and obligati<m to 
univerfal obedience than nature copld evtt 
with certainty propofe* A revelation that- 
has the cleared artd (bongeft evidence of be^ 
ing the divine will, mtift be the moft eafjr 
and effc&^^dl method of inftrydUon, and be 

mort 
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more noticed thaii the beft human teaching : 
and thb will of God being truly and faith? 
fully committed to writings atid preferved 
uncorrapt, muft always be the beft and 
fureft rule oi faith and manners. It is a rul^ 
abfolutely free from all thofe errors and fu» 
perfticions, both of belief and praftice, 
which no human compofure was ever before 
free from, or, probably, would have been 
free from, without the afliftance of fuch a 
revelation. Nor is this all. This is not 
the only fuperior excellence of our holy 
religion. 

A Mediator and crucified Redeemer 
brought into the Chriftian revelation, has a 
noble efFed on a confidering mind, and 
fliews the reafonablenefs of the gofpel-dif- 
penfation. The^ wifeft and molt rational 
heathens ever Were for facrifices and media- 
tors, ,as the grcatnefe of God was thereby 
.declared, and that npt only fm deferved pu*- 
nifhment, but mens lives to be forfeited by 
their breach of the divine laws : and whei> 
a divine perfon, made many like unio usy ap- 
pears inftead of all other mediators, l?y wbomi 
as the inftrument of the means of lalvation^ 
we are to ofier up our prayers to the Only 
true God j. and his voluntary dying in telli^ 
mony of the truth of his miflion and doc-^' 
trine, is appointed to be inftead of all other 

(acrificesi 
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facrifices, and to remain a memorial thai 
God requires no atonement of us, but re* 
fentance andnewHefs iff life \ and the fpotlefs 
virtues and obedience of this divine Re- 
deemer, are to be a moft perfeft and mov* 
ing example for us to imitate ; * this ren* 
ders chriftianity worthy of God, and makes 
it the perfeftion of reli^on. Great then are 
the advantages which the Revelation o{Chr0 
Jefus has above mere reafon^ darkened by the 
clouds of error and a general corruption. 
It is the moft perfed rule of life* It is the 
moft powerful means to promote a conftant 
uniform praftice of virtue and piety. It 
advances human nature to its higheft per- 
feftionj fills it with all the fruits of righte-^ 
oufnefs, and grant us privileges and bleflP^ 
ings far fuperior to what we could attain any 
other way* 

With regard to the fecohd objedion, that 
I take away the grace of God, to preferv^ 
the dignity of human nature, this is far from 
hiy intention. I do indeed think, that as the 
Gofpel^2& given for the nobleft purpofei 
to wit, to call in an extraordinary mannef 
upon mankind, to forfake that vice and ido- 
latry^ the corrupt creed of polytheifm, the 
guilt of fuperftition, their great iniquities, 
violent paflions, and worldly afFeftions, 
Vhich are all contrary to reafon, and dif*. 

gract 
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grace human nature ; and to praftife that 
whole fyftem of morality, which they muft 
know to be moji ufeful to them ; — that they 
might turn to a religion which had but One 
ebje£iy the Great Invifible Being, all-know- 
wg and all-fufficient, to whom all the intel- 
ligent world are to make their devout appli- , 
cations -, becaufe he is- art infinite, independ- 
ent, fo^efeign mind, who has creatai all 
things, and abfolutely rules and governs all ; 
poflefles all natural perfedions, exifts in all 
duration, fills all fpaee with his prefence, 
and is the omnifcient witnefs of all their dif- 
ficulties* and wants ; ■ and that fmce they, 
wfere bound by all the ties of moral duty to 
obey this one God, and obferve the rational 
iiiftitutions of religion, therefore they fhoukl 
make it the labour of their whole lives to ex- 
cel in holinels and righteoufiiefs, and by vir- 
tue and piety unite themfelves to God, and 
entitle themfelves to glory at the great day : 
— That as this is the nature, end, and de- 
fign of the chriftian revelation, fo I do think 
the gofpel of our falvation^ the word of truths 
(as an apoftle calls it) is fufficient for the 
purpofe, without immediate impulfes. As we 
have a realbnable, intelleftual nature, there 
is no want of mechanical powers. The 
words of Chrift, which are the words of 
God, are our life, and will, if attended to, 
powerfully enable us to pradife good works, . 
Vol. LI and 
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and to excd, and pcrfevere therein. / can 
do all thefe things^ thro^ Cbrift^ wboftringth- 
enetb me^ that is, thro* the written direftions 
of Chrift, and thrcmgh the arguments and 
motives of the chriftian doftrine. To fay 
otherwife of the gofpel, is, in my <^iniony 
injurious to it. 

God may, to be fure, prcfpeeial aids ta 
men, whenever he thinks fit. He may, by 
an extratfrdinary agency^ render our f acuities 
more capable of apprehenjion^ where divine 
things -are concerned :— may awaken a dor^ 
mant idea^ which lay negledled in the me- 
mory, with unufual energy j—^may fecretly 
attradt the rnnre attentive regard of the mind, 
and give it an inclination and an ability of 
tracing its various relations, with an unufual 
attention, fo that a luftre before quite un- 
known (hall be (as it were) poured upon it ; 
— the fpirit of God may render the mind 
more fnfceptibk and more tenacious of divine 
knowledge ^ I believe he often does by in- 
terpofition^ if in the fpirit of Chrift^s doftrine 
we aflc it of the great Father of Lights^ the 
Author of all the underftanding divided among 
the various ranks of created Beings •, who, 
as he firft formid the minds of angels and 
men^ continues the excrcife of thdr intellec- 
tual faculties^ and one way or other communi-- 
cates to them allphe knowledge of every kind 

which 
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which they pofl^fs ; {la M^hich view 4^/ ot^ 
kwmUdge of every kind may be called a re- 
velation frem God J and he afcribed, as it is by 
Elihu in J4fty to the infpiration of the AU 
mighif). This the holy Spirit may do, and 
difflpate a prejudice that oppofes truth. But 
this is not always neceffary, nor always to 
be expefted. It is evident from the gofpel^ 
that our Lord rather fpeaks of his word and 
doStrine^ as the cids to favc mens fouls, than 
of himfelf, or fpirit, perfonally confidered^ 
Abiding in hipty and be in them^ as neceffary 
to their bearing fruit, fignifies a ftcifb and 
fteady regard to his word, and the influence 
of that upon our minds. If ye abide in me^ 
and my words 4ibide in you^ yt Jhall qfli what 
yewi/Ij and it Jhall be di^ne unto you: that is,. 
IfyM continue to believe in me^ and te pay a 
Jieady regard to my doltfine^ you will ie highly 
/icceptMe to God. 

In fhort, as no man can €9me unto me (fays 
our Lord), except the Father which bath fent 
me draw Mm : tliat Is, no man will receive 
my pure, fublime, andfpiritualdodrine, un« 
lefs he have iivft gained fome jui]t apprehen- 
fions concerning the general principles of 
religion : but if he has a good notion of 
God and his perfedions, and defires to ad- 
vance in virtue, he will come unto me,, and 
hearken to that revelation, which contains 
I 2 the 



J72 THE LIFE OF 

the beft dircftions for the performance of all 
.the duties, and the greateft incitement to 

virtue, piety, and devotion : fo, no man 

can come to the Father hut by the Son^ that 
is, by obeying the written word, and pro- 
ceeding in that way in which the Son has 
declared it to be the will of the Father, that 
men fliould come to him, namely^ hy keeping 
God^s commandments, and by repentance and 
amendment of life\ there being no other 
name or way given among men, but this 
way given or declared by Jefus Chriji, by 

which they may be faved. In all 

this, there is not a word of fupernatural 
light or operation \ though fuch operation^ 
as before obferved, there may b". There 
is not a hint of man's natural inability. 

To the glorious gofpel then, the gofpel of 
our falvation, the word of truth, the word of 
life, let us com^, and with diligence and im- 
partiality ftudy it. , Let us follow the truth 
we there find in every page, and it will en- 
able us to' triumph over the temptations of 
allurement and of terror. We fhall become 
the children of God by the fpirit of adop- 
tion. We fliall be eaiy and happy in this 
life, and glorious and ever blelled in that 
which is to come. If we obey the gofpel of 
the Son of God, and hearken to his word, he 
will take us under his guardian care. He 

defcended 
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defcended from heaven, to deliver us from 
everlafting ruin, he purchafed us with the 
price of his own blood, and if we live up 
to the word of truth, he will conduft us 
lafely through life and death, into the 
abode of holy and happy fpirits, and at 
length raife our bodies from the duft, and 
fix our compleat perfons in a ftate of im- 
mortal glory and felicity. This is my 

fenfe of religion. Where I am wrong, I 
ihall ever be glad to be fet right. 

Mrs. Prke made no reply, and fo ended 
this remarkable converfation. On whofe 
fide the truth is, the reader is^to judge. 
What fhe fays for fupernatural operation is 
ftrong and pious, to be fuiy; and con- 
fidering Mrs. Price had no learning, and 
was almoft without any reading, I thought 
it very wonderful to hear her on this, 
and many other fubje<9:s. She was fuch 
another genius as Chubby but on the other 
fide of the queftion ; if Ihe had been able 
to write as fenfibly and correftly as Ihe 
talked on feveral articles of religion, fhe 
would have made a good author. So much 
goodnefs and good fenfe I have not very 
often found in her kind. They merit a 
memorial in a journal of the curious 
things that have occurred to me in my 
Ufe-tinte, 

I 3 28. Thfi 



174 THE LIFE OF 

28. The 13th oi June 1725, I took mjr 
leave of my friend, John Pricey and hw 
admirable wife, promiling to vifit them 
again as ibon as it was in my power, and 
proceeded on my journey in 
^fr'fuko? q^^ft of Mr. r«r»^r. I would 
4tZemorV,l ^vot^let Price go with «ie, 
farther de- OQ fccond thoughts, as many 
/cripticri of fad accidoRts might happen in 

mTJ^^'^arf ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ defalate part of 
if1^7SrU ^^ world, and ao relief in 
fuch cafe to be found. If I fell, 
there was no one belonging to me to fhed a 
tear for me : but if a mifchieif fliould befal 
Jack Price-, his wife would be miferable 
indeed, and I the maker of a breach in: 
«he fweeteft fyftem of felicity th^ love 
and good fenfe had ever formecj. This 
made me refufe his repeated offers to ac- 
company me. All I would have was a 
feoy and horfe of his, to carry fome pro- 
vifions wet and dry, as there was no pub- 
lic-boufe to be found in afcending thofe 
tremendous hills, or in the* <leep vales thro' 
which I muft go -, nor any houfe that he 
knew of beyond his own. 

With the rifing fun theft I fet out, and 
was charmed for feveral hours with the air 
and views. The mountains, the rocky pre- 
cipices, the woods and the waters> Appeared 

in 
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ill various ftriking fituations every mile I 
travelled on, and formed tre moft aftonilh- 
ing points of view. Sometimes I was above 
the clouds, and then crept to inchanting 
yallies below. H^re glins were feen tliat 
looked as if the mountains h^d been rent 
afunder to form thp amazing fcenes •, and 
there, for>efts and falling dreams covered 
the fides of the hills. Rivers in many places, 
in the mpft beautiful cafcades, were tum- 
bling along i and cataracts from the tops 
pf nK>untains came roaring down. The 
whole was grand, wonderful, and fine. 
On the top of one of the mountains J 
pafjed pver at npon, tlie air was piercing 
cold, on account of its great height, and io 
fubtle, that we breathj^d with difficulty, and 
were a littk fick. Frai?^ hence I faw feveral 
black fubj^cent clouds big with thuxidei:, 
4nd the lightening within them rolled b^ir 
wards .and forwards, like fhining .bodies 
of the brighteft luftre. One of them went 
.©ff in the grandeft horrors thro' the vale 
below, and had no more to do with the 
pike I was on, than if it had been a fupv 
OTit in another planet. Th^ fcene was pro- 
digious fine. Sui fedibus ve^lQi fs? ram^^ 
tmitrua calcai. 

Till the evening, I rid an^ wallied ity arid 

in n!4m|;)erjkf$ windings rouii^l iinpaiTablgr 

U ' . Mis, 
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hills, and by the fides of rivers it was^irrt'- 
poflible to crofs, journeyed a great man^ 
rniles : but no human creature, or any kind 
of houfe, did I meet with in all the long, 
way; and as I arrived at laft at a beau- 
tiful lake, whofe banks the hand of nature 
had adorned with vaft old trees, I fat down 
by this water in the fhade to dine, on a 
neat's tongue I had got from good Mrs. 
Prife ; and was fo delighted with the ftrik- 
ing beauties and ftillnefs of the place, that 
I determined to pafs the night in this 
fweet retceat. Nor was it one night only, 
if I had my will, that I would have 
refted there. Often did I wifli for a con- 
venient little lodge by this fweet water 
fide, and that with the numerous fwans, and 
other fowl that lived there, I might have 
fpent my time in peace below, till I was re- 
moved to the eftablifiied feat of happinefe 
above. 

_. 20. Had this been poflible, 

Arejieaton. j ^^^j^ j^^^^ avoided many 

an afHiftion, and had known but few qi£ 
thofc expedations and dif^ppointments which 
render Kfe a fcene of emptinefs, and bitter- 
nefs itfclf. My years would have rolled oh 
In peace and wifdom, in- this fequeftered, 
delightful fcene, and my filent meditations 
had been produdive of that good temper 

and 
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and good aftion, which the refurreftion of 
the dead, the diflblution of the world, the 
judgment day, and the eternal ftate of meny 
• require us to have. Free from the various: 
perplexities and troubles I have experienced 
by land and fea, io different parts of thcr' 
world, I fhoukl have lived, in this para- 
dife of a place^ in the enjoyment of that 
'fine happinefs, which eafy country bufinefe. 
and a ftudious life afford ; and might have 
made a better preparation for that hour* 
wliich is to difunite me, and let my invi- ' 
" fible fpirit depart to the fhades of eternity* 
Happy they, who in fome fuch rural retire- 
ment can employ fome ufeful hours every dayr 
i« the management of a little comfortable 
farm, and devote the greater portion; of 
their time xofacred knowledge^ heavenly piet^ 
and' angelic goodnef^^ which cannot be dit 
folved when xhe>thinker goes, nor be confined 
to the box of obfcurity, under the clods: 
of the earth; but will exift in our fouls, 
for ever, and enable us- to depart in peace 
to the happy regions. This has ever made 
me prefer a retired country life, when itr 
was in my power to enjoy it. But be it 
town or country, the main, bulinefe,. my 
good readers, fliould be;, to fecure an. in- 
heritance in^ that eternal: wbrld, where the 
fanAified live with God and his ChrifL. 
GetHngy keepings multiplying;: tnon^ ; drejsy, 
1 5 pkajure^^ 
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fleafure^ entry \ are not only little things 
for fucix beings a3 we are ; they are indeed 
fad principal work for cr^^ttires that are 
p(^ffing aiP^ to an' everfeiftifig ft»t5e 5 therp 
to lan)eiit their loft day, and talents miC- 
. applied, in dreadful agonies, in the ha- 
bitations .of darknefs ; — —or to remain for 
.ever in the habitations of light, p^ace, and 
joy, if yo^i have laboured to obtain^ ^n4 
improve in the graces and virtuous qu^i- 
jties which the gofpel recommends. Thefe 
.are the treafure and poflTeffio© worth la 
Qhriftian's acquiring. Thefe only are port- 
.able into the eternal world ; when the body 
that was cloathed in purpje and fine li^eq» 
iind fared fumptuoully every day, Js teid '\^ 
a cold and narrow cave. Take my advice 
,then, reader. Be ready. Let us fo think ancj 
aft in this firft ftate, that in the next we ftmy 
,meet in the regions of purity and rigbtf(?pf- 
Jiefs, ferenity and joy. 

30. The lake I h4ve mea- 
^tt account of tioned was the l^rgeft I had 
VJ'mu ^^^'"^ ^Ws wild part, being 
"rfZlte^rf^m above a mile in length, ;9.n.d 
fi Moupiaitt. more than half a mile brpad ^ 
and the water that filled it 
burft with the^ateft impetuofity from the 
infide of a rocky mountain, that is very 
wpuderful to behold. It is a Y^ft. cra^y 
! ^ jprecipice^ 
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precipice, that afcends till it is almoft out of 
fight, and by its gloomy and tremendous air^ 
ftrikes the mind witii a hoiror that ha^ fpime- 
diifig plea&ngin it. This amazing cliff ftaods; 
|)erpendicular at one end of the lake, at the 
diftance c^ a few yards, and has an opening 
at the bottom, that is wide enough for two» 
coaches to enter at once, if the place was dry^ 
In the middle of it, there is a deep channel,, 
down which the water rufhes. with a mighty^ 
^iftnefs and force, and on either fide the fione 
rifcs a yard above the impetuous ftream^ 
The alcent is eafy, flat and plain. How far it: 
goes,. I know not, being sd&dd to aicend 
fiiore than jforty yards •, not only on^ account 
of the terrors common to the place, fromi 
the fall of fo much water with a ilrang^ 
kind of roar, and the height of the arc& 
which covcES the torrent all the way; bur 
becaufe as I went up, thei;e was q£ a fuddem 
an increafe of noife fo very terrible,, that m^ 
keart failed me^ and a trembling almofLdif^ 
abled. me. The sock moved under me,, ^\ 
the fr%htful founds encreaied^ and as qpisk: 
as it was poflible for me, I came into dayr 
again.. It was^ well I did ; for I hadt not: 
been many minutes out, before the water 
0verfk>wed its channel, and filled, the wholer 
opening in Eufhing to the lake. The in- 
crease of the water; and the violence o£ the: 
difcharge, were aa aftonilbing^ fight. X hadi 
• a great cfcage^ 
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31. As the rocky mountain I 
The caufe of h^vc mentioned, is higher than 
rfS!^''' cither Smwden in NorthWaks^ 
from the in-- or Kedar-Idris in Merionefb/hire^ 
fide of the (which have been thought the 
^^d'ufudd ^^gJ^^^ mountains in this ifland) 
^ncreafe. ^^ ^^^ ^^y ^^^ full. a mile and a 

half hi^h from the baiis, as I 
found by afcending it with great toil on the 
fide that was from the water, and the top 
^as a flat dry rock, that had not the leafl: 
Ipring, or piece of water on it, how ftiall 
we account for the rapid flood that pro- 
ceeded from its infide ? Where did this 
great water come from ?-^I anfwer, might 
it not flow from the 'great abyfs — ^and the 
great encreafe of it, and the fearful noifc, 
anji the motion of the rock, be owing 
.to fome violent commotion in the ahyfsy 
occafioned by fome natural or fupernatural 
caufe? 

32. That there is fpch an 

The origin of j^r ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ' 

earthquakes. , ,^ 1 • , r 

believes revelaaon, and from 
reafon and hiftory it is credible, that there 
are violent concuflions on this vafl: coUedVion 
of water, by the divine appointment : ^nd 
therefqre, I imagine it is. from thence the 
water of this mountain proceeds, and the 
^re^t Qvcrflowing and, terrifying found sit 

certain 
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certain times. To this motion of the ahyfs^ 
by the divine power exerted on it, I afcribc 
the earthquakes \ and not to vapour^ or elec^ 
tricity. As to eleftricity, which Dr. Stukelej 
makes the caufe of the deplorable downfall 
of lAJbof^*^ in his book lately publifhed, 
(called. The Philofophy of Earthquakes), 
there are many things to be objefted agamft 
its bein^ the origin of fuch calamities : — 
one objedtion is, ^ and it is an infupera- 
ble one, that eleftrical fhocks are ever 
momentary, by every experiment, but earth- 
quakes are felt for feveral minutes. Ano- 
ther is, that many towns have been fwallow- 
ed up in earthquakes, though Lijbon was- 
only overthrown. Such was the cafe of the 
city of Callaoy within two leagues of Lima. 
Though Lima was only tumbled into ruins, 
Oftober 28, 1746; y^x Callao (xxvk. down- 
right, with all its inhabitants, and an un- 
fathomable fea, now covers the fineft port 
.in Peru^ as I have feenon the fpot. — In 
the earthquake at Jamaica^ June 7, 1692, 
in which feveral thoufands periflied, it is 
certain, that not only many houfes, and a 
great number of people, were entirely fwal- 
lowed up 5 but that, at many of the gap- 
. ings or openings of the earth, torrents of 
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iKrater, that formed great rivers, ifiued forth. 
This I had from a man of veracity theeupa 
the fpot, who was an eye-wknels of thefe 
things, and expeded himfelf etery minute- 
to defcemi to the bowels of the earth, whick 
heaved and fwelled like a rolling fea. Now 
to me the eleftrical ftroke does not appear 
-fufficient to produce thefe things. The 
^wer of ekAricity, to be fure, is vaft aad 
amazing. It may caufe great ti:en>ors and 
undulations of the earth, and bring down 
all the buildings of a great city : but as lx> 
Splitting the earth to great depths, and forc« 
ing up torrents of water, where there was no 
fign of the fluid element b^bre, I qyeftion 
much if the vehemence of the elemental 
ckftric fire does this. — Befide,. when mounr- 
tains and cities fink into the earth, and 
the deepdt lakes arns now ieen to fill all 
the place where they once-ftood, as has- 
been the cafe in maay countries, whence 
could thefe mighty waters come, but frtoi 
the aiyfi? — ?— T^ great hkt Oroquantur 
in Pegu^ was oace a vaft city. In Jamai^y. 
there is a large deep lake where once a 
mountain ftood. ■■ > I n an earthquake in. 
China^ in the province of Sancl, deli^s of 
water burft out of the earth, V^k, 7^, 1556^. 
^ayacj inundated the country for l8o miles.. 
Many more inftances of this kind I might 
produce, exclufive cjf Sodom^ the ground of 

wJiichi 
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which W4S iniHidated by an irruption of 
wtrters from beneath, (which now forms the 
Deadfea) after the city was deftroyed by 
fire from above ;' that the land which had 
been defijed with the unnatural lufts of the 
inhabitants might be no more inhabited^ 
but remain a lading mcmument of the di* 
vine vengeance on fuch crimes, to the end 
k£ the world : and the ufe I would make of 
,thofe I have mentioned, is to fhew, that 
thefe mighty waters were from the furious 
concuffion o£ the abyis that c^fed the 
earthquakes. Eleftricity, I think, can never 
make feas ^ad vaft lakes to be where 
there were none before. Loihernt^ in the 
county of Fermanagh^ in the province of 
Vlfier in Ireland^ is thirty three miles lon^, 
and fourteen broad, and, as the old Irifli 
chronicle informs us, was pnce a place 
where large ajid populous towns appeared, 
till for the great micjuit)^ of thp inhabitants, 
the people and their fair habitations were 
deftroyed in an earthquake, . and mighty 
waters iiQtn the earth covered the pkce^ 
gnd formed this lake. Could the di^ricd 
ftroke produce this fea that was not to be 
found there before thp deftruftion? Is it 
xxot more reafonable to fuppofe, that fuch 
vaft waters have been fcrced by a fuperni^- 
tural comjnption from xh» grea^t gbyfi, ia 

the 
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the earthquake that dfeftroyed the towns 
which once ftood in this place ? 

To this then, (till I am better informed) 
I muft afcribe fuch earthquakes as produce 
great rivers and lakes : and where no waters 
appear, I believe the earthquakes are caufed 
, by the immediate finger of God; either 
operating on the abyfs, tho' not fo as to make 
the water break out on the earth ; or by di- 
reding the eleftrical violence or ftroke ; or 
otherwife afting on the ruined cities and 
fliattered places. 

33. For my part, I think it 
Arefleahn is a grievous miftake in our 
tnfecond philofophical enquiries, to af^ 

Th/l>eityf %^ ^^ much to fecond caufes 
being not as the learned do. The go- 

only at the vemmcnt of the univerfc is gi- 
bead of na-- y^^ to matter and motion, and 
^Z'e^y plrTof "P^^^ pretence of extolling ori- 
it. ginal contrivance, the execution 

of all is left to dead fubftance- 
It is juft and reafonable (even Newton and 
Maclaurin fay) to fuppofe that the wholt 
chain of caufes^ or the feveral feries of them^ 
Ihould center in him, as their fource and 
fountain; and the whole fyftem appear 
depending upon him, the only inde- 
pendent caufe. Now to me this fuppofi- 

tioa 
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tion does not appear either juft or rca- 
fonable^ I think the noble phanomena of 
nature ought to be afcribed to the imtnediate 
operation of the Deity. Without looking 
for a fubtile elaftic medium^ to produce gra- 
njity^ which medium Sir Ifaac confefles he 
had no proof of -, nor is there in reahty fuch 
a thing in the univerfe -, I imagine the di- 
vine Newton would have done better, if, 
after eftablilhing the true fyftem of nature, 
by demonftrating the law of gravity^ he had 
faid this gravity was the conftant and «»- . 
deniable evidence of the immediate influence 
of the Deity in the material univerfe. A 
feries of tnaterial caufes betwixt' Deity and 
JSffeSl^ is, in truth, concealing him 
from the knowledge of mortals for ever. 
In the moral government of the world, fe- 
cond caufes do, becaufe free-agents aft a 
part ; but, in the material univerfe to apply 
.them, to me feems improper, as matter and 
motion only, that is, mechanifm^ come in 
competition with the Deity. Mod certainly 
he conftantly interpofes. The Divine Power is 
perpetually put forth throughout all nature. 
Every particle of matter, muft neceifarily, by 
its nature, for ever go wrong, without the con- 
tinued aft of Deity. His everlalling interpo- 
fition only can caufe a'body moving in a circle 
to change the direftion of its motion in every 
point. Nor is it poffible for fubtile matter^ the 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed caufe q{ gravity^ -to know to impel 
bodies to a center, wii:li qua(iiruple ^rce at 
half the diftance* 

And as in gravity^ and ia. the cahefion cf 
xht parts oi matter^ the Deity /j, and aSs 
in the modon of the celeftial bodies, and 'm 
the refiftance the loaft particles make to any 
ibrce that wcqld feparate them ; fo is his 
immediate power (I thdnk for myk\{) extrcr 
cd not onjy in earthquahs aiKi ii^es^ but m 
the circulations of the blood:, lymph, and 
chyle, in mi:)fcuUr motion, and in various 
other phan^mma that might be namedL 
Books I know have been written, and inge- 
rnious books they are, to (hew the caufes of 
.thefc things, and trac^ the ways they are 
pgrforined by the materiak themfelves; 
but thefe explications iieyer fatisfied me. 
I had as many quefttons to aflc, after read- 
ing thieie book^, as I had before I looked 
into then), and could find no operator but 
i^finiie fow^ condiifted by iitfimte wifdom* 

cdSotL\\f in raiHtig tides, and, xk^r^Jpring 

-the ^waters of tidps are pToduccd by the fim 

the feay ow pf ^ uMous of the tw9 konir 

Wjy» ^hcre xs a deal erf fine ma- 
the4naticalje«foningl©proycit, which the 

reader 
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reader may find in Dr. Halley*B abftraft of Sir 
j^aac Newton's theory of the tides ; and in 
Dr, Rutberfortii'% fyftem of natural philo- 
fophy : but neverthdefe, the concomitance 
of water and luminary, or the revolutions 
of ocean and moon anfwering one ano- 
ther fo exaftly, that the flow always hap- 
pens when the moon hangs ovser the ocean, 
and the fpring tides when it is nearer the 
earth, which is fuppofcd to he in the 
new and full moon ; — this does not prove 
to me, that the periodical flux and re- 
flux of the fea is derived from mecha- 
nifm. As we Jiave two ebbs and two 
flows in twenty-four hours, and the moon 
comes but once in that time to our me- 
ridian, how can the fccond ebb and flow 
be afcribed to it? and when, beneath 
the horizon, in the oppofite faemifphere, 
the moon crofies the meridian again, is 
it credible, that from the eaftern and 
fouthern ocean, round Go^d-^Hope and Cape- 
Hom^ it fhould as fbon overflow our coafts, 
as when it is vertical to the Ihores of 
Guinea ?^^^-^\i the moon (in conjundion 
with the fun) by preffion and aUrailiaUy 
was the principal caufe of fiux and re- 
flux^ why is there no eftablilhed tide on the 
Mediterranean Sea, tho' of a vaft breadth, 
and two thoufand miles in length, from 
the Streights of Gibraltar to Sse coafts 

of 
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of Syria and Pakftine^ but only fome 
irregular and unaccountable fwellings and falls 
in a few places of this fea, to wit, at 
^unis^ Meffina^ Venice^ and Negropont^ and 
thck fwellings^ as I have ken, flowing fome- 
times 4, 5, 6,. 7, and 8 times in 24 hours ; 
in the moft irregular manner ; againft the 
fixed laws of preffion and attraSionyafcrihed 
to the moon and fun, on a fuppofition of 
their caufing the tides ? ■ . If prefjion, and 
th^ftrong attraSlive power oi the moon, and 
the weaker influence of the fun, forces the 
immenfe ocean twice a day from its natu- 
ral quietus, and rolls it in tides, why has 
:the Cafpian Sea no Tide\ no fweUing or 
flow, regular or irregular, excepting that 
fometimes, in the fpace of 16 years, and 
. never fooner, it rifes many fathoms, and 
. drowns the adjacent country, to the al- 
moft ruin, fometimes, of Afiracan in Afia" 
tic Rufjia ; as happened when I was there 
to embark for Perfia ? — If it be faid, that 
this is properly a lake, haying no com- 
munication with the ocean ; yet, I anfwer, 
that it is in every quality of faltnefs, etc. 
as much a fea as any other fea ; and large 
enough for the luminaries attraSion and 
preffion-, being 500 miles from north to 
fouth, and near 400 miles in breadth 
from eaft to weft : I fay, large enough tx> 
avoid continuing neceffarily in equilibrio, as 

Dr^ 
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Dr. Ruiherforth fays muft be the cafe, 
on account of the fmall extent of this fea, ^ 
500 by 400 miles of fea, does not require 
that fuch a fea fhould prefs equally, or 
that the gravity of its ♦'ater Ihould be 
equally dinjinifhed in every part of it, 
and fo out of the powers, addititious and 
nblatitious^ of the luminary; that is, the 
force, with which the moon encreafes the 
waters gravity, and the force, with which 
the moon diminilhes the waters gravity. 
If the moon in zenith or nadir did the 
work, the equilibrium of the Cafpian might 
be dejiroyed as well as any other . equili- 
brium of water, by force, addititious , or 
ablatitious^ or by the fum of thefe forces : 
therefore, there might, by this theory, be' 
tides in the Cafpian fea^ though not great 
ones. There are fmall as well as great 
tides. The tides of the Atlantic ocean 
are inferior in every refpeft to thofe of 
the larger Pacific ^octzn. A quarter of a 
great circle of the earth, that is, an extent of 
ocean from eaft to weft 90% is only re- 
quired that the tides may have their 
full motion. A tide of lefs motion may 
be in fuch an extent of fea as the Cafpian. 

In the laft place, how does the theory 
of tides account for the regular peculia- 
rity of the flux, and reflux of the Atlantic^ 

different 
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ratioit, . v^hich their nervous coats andiitHies 
have, to recover themielves ^gainft a given 
vrcightor force that ftretqhes them ? The 
ceply. is, that many unaofwefuble reaibns 
can be given to prove, that this contra^ve 
rdlitutive force does not depend on the 
ini^^ure, efFervefcence, or rarefadion of 
any fluids, humour3, or liquors withki the 
bodyi and there i$ one. convincing expeti* 
meiit that fhews it4 ; : 

Lay open the thpr«x of a dog, (as I have 
often done) ctnd t^l^e a diftind view, of that 
famous mufcl^, the heart, in its curious. and 
wonderful motion, while thfi animal is (till 
^}V€t In diafioky thq mufcU\'& very red and 
Jloridj foft and yielding tp the tpuch, and 
tiiroj* it; the vit^l fluid glows and fhine^,^ it 
appears in this ilate fully repl^niihed and 
diftcnded with blood : but it\J^ok^ a&foon 
as it begins to cqntrad, and the ,bjiood ru^es 
QUt by the compreflion of the ioontra^fcing 
fibres5 the heart lofis Ms florid ^A^r, and be-. 
tomes pale and /m/jf, cmp^£l a.ndjhlid^ and 
t:vinces that, during this ftate of it, the 
i^iufcle contracts inwardly ii^to its own djijnfe. 
fubfl;ance, and takes up lefe fp^de than be^-, 
fore, till it returns to its diajlole : then the 
Uood which flowed from it iwith velocity, 
4^ring jyfifle through the fjorqnary veins 
mo the auricles^ rulhes back into it through 

the 
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^[^^ coronary arteries^ reftores the glowing 
fk>rid cobuty aad inflates the mufcle, in 
order to drain the nerves for the next 
cahtra£tion« It is plain from hence, that 
the heart has lefs blood and fluid in time 
of contraStioHj and that the contraSiion is 
not 'caiifed by d» addition of ^ another 
fluid from the nerves, as the learned have 
affcrted. 

And as to what they fay of the longitu- 
dinal fibres being divided into innumerable 
Iktle ceMs or bladcfers, which have commu- 
nications with the blood-veifels and nerves, 
and' that in thefe veftcfes die blood and 
nervous fluid mix, ferment, and by rare- 
fa^ion and expanfion fwell and blow up 
the cells, and therd>y inflate and difl^nd 
the mufclc, and incrcafe its thicknels, while 
its length is fliortened :— — this is (b per- 
plexed and iimeaibnable an hypothciis, that 
Ldm aftoniflied how men of (enie ever came 
to think of fuch a dodtrine. There is no 
fuch nervous fluid to be found, to caufe 
this fermentation, rarefadion, &r. and if 
there was,expanfivef9tce muft lengthen as ' 
well as'thjcken, and the muicle could not* 
be fliortened in kn^h, sovl (welled in thick- 
nels. The natural a6iion of the fluids upon 
the folids is, to increafe dimenfions propor- 
tiooably everyway) that is^ in the direftiori 
K 2 of 



cither i4^i9 ancl cagiigs|^;<&ttBetqf equall^i ^ 
Befide^ if thete waa ^xpluf^ny ckculaaiM 
Ta«Ai ftop. The diftonmh oft the vefides^ 
jswitht nj^d, exit-of tha iririf}!nDg fluids 
could not oe aC'Once. -.jj .. 

.. • '• 1 'h :. • . . ^'* 

The^plaui a0coiiiib'x>foc{ie matmr iftthen, 
thac mtf/mlar mtdwn is. prfmnedi by the elaf^ 
iiciiy of the nervous fabrilU^ cont raffing and^ 
rejicring themf elves againji ibe Jlretching force 
€f th circulating Hdcd, The coniramon of 
thk mufck ftraiijem and compEeffia the. 
i^bodtveflels^ and &Hceavfthc blood with. 
ipapeimOxy. t&raogH the heant.; and lins^ 
fqueeziiig- or. propUiiug ferbe -gi^esii tfas^. 
iUiid an iioaipetus, that .makea- it returA. 
voxh violence, upon ikm mufcle, in the 
cottde ofics circulation; then, by force. 
a|id ' inipt3l&% it ibctchesi the . tcaniVef fe and - 
^fpira^ nervous: fibres,' and* fo extends the . 
contracted mufde^ thdt drare is by contracf* 
tion from idelf. Vpcm this, the blood- 
veilela having obtained dieir dud extent and. 
capacity^ tjiedifteodingfbrceofT die blood 
of cxHii^qneiice ce^^'> buir tbe moment it 
<iQes» the cdntraftiyei pD9«Br of tiie nervea 
begins to aft aaain, andrcftoBeftthan to. a 
contraftcd denfe. flate, by a .force- exadtly 
«qual to that whidh extendedthem-, till the 
returning propelled blood rerenters the mui^ 
chj an£ ffcretch^ i( a^ajni as> before d&«.« 

fcribed. 
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ibribed, Sueiidit Att^o v<>nilei[^lt(Kiii- 
%r-&rces that prbd«ice tke naturiil invo-^ 
Ittntaory mwioii X)f «he keart, trtd carfy Oli 
^e citcfcdacioa^f the bleod. 'Y^u fee ^ith 
}t>ur eyes, in thr opened live ddg^ JtJ^is «i/- 
J^mie ^ntraOim ^nd exUnJhn ; aixi as die 
^eubifig pofi^r is but a confequence of the 
"imtr^Uhng ^am^r^ cwtraSkft « tte j^'^ 
i^ xhh w^dirfdail^lcny in v^ich our will 
or free s^eacy has no cDiic?em.^ And tt> 
mhax fliall we albribe this ^onidiiAg Optra- 
lion, this zttiBzing €omf affile pii3tfer^ foei^ 
4^£tty as to time, and fo conibiMdy continu- 
ed on the mufdes of natural or nec^fCixy 
motion, till the .efntiiir^m by fcnve 'mk^a» 
•or other be btoken,' ahd the motbn is pt^ 
ternaturally inkrhipted and fufpemkd i 
Will the gretit ^mochaiiical ma&>nc!^ %, 
that mamr'^does^^h ^m^kth^ttntttt^ th«t 
4s l*Mi-^hTtA^Ufl9pomfi?' BVi0:^ We ^A 
•alimbe to^ ai^«^o«)(;^ ^ f^Afa^ nqt 
^Mfyi)ti«et)t91^'|^ M4ll^tf^^.Q^^^^^ 
but the execution of this ej^^?din^r 
fcene. While you gaze upon this no- 
iiJdfl: mdfcleicJ ^ dog, youifoeThfe Deity 
«c>f»ork/ - - , . 

• * - '■ '<>^\. *-- '* '■^- ' • • •'. • \ '^^ 

: ^And^^e Xvtrii^<MMr4ej«sifi6nl thq^mufe))* 

iof mfre natural involnnfary mntinn, (which 

.performs by a contradiMr power, afting 

iv^huithm}^ to thofe nau^kis wliieK Joaoyr 

K 3 .the 
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jJie banes and members of oiu* bo($es, by^ 
the cdmmand of the will, how adorable is 
the wifdom and giODdnefs of the Alnoighty^ 
Author of nature, not onl^. in providing 
the animal machine i\'ith anfagoniftical muf- 
eksy one of which is.contradedy while the 
other is extended ; but for ftimulating) con- 
trailing, ami comprefling the nervous elat 
.tic cords, and blood- veffels, as our minds 
command or determine ! There is no pofli- 
biiky of accounting for the dire<5tions art 
pleafure of the antagonidic mufcles, .but 
by refolving them into xkat continual prtfence 
and altim of. the fiiil caufe. He . enforces 
,aod executes. It is the a£lim priwcipk gives 
^^imgy w<imoiiOff bpth to y^Juntaiyand new 
ceflary mufcfes. Thiar^ I thu^k, is the truth 
of philofopby. To Aippofe every thing 
to be efTeA without caufe, is to reduce 
religion and phUoibphy Co thq fame defr 
perate ftate. It deftroys a}l the pHncL- 
pies ofreafon, as welt as of virtue, and mo^ 
xal condud. 

To fay all that can be £ad, in 'as few 
words as poffible, upon this article, it is not 
only the mufcuhr motion^ neeejfan and fpon- 
ianeous (14% that is cwfed by the ^^icif of 



(14) That evQTi Jpontaneous fhothn is perfotirieci by 
the divine power, is proved in the^rft part 6f a n^Wl 

excellent 
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the Deity \ but the conftant nwtions in the 
ftamacb^ lungs^ intefiines^ and other parts of 
the body, are caufed by an a^ng Divine 
Fewer. It can be demonftrated, that, in 
the aftion of foft bodies upon foft bodies," 
the morion is always diminifhed ; and of 
coniequence, it muft he greatly kflcned 
in the yielding foftnefs of the jlejb and 
fiuids of animal bodies. We fee how foon 
water fettles, after motion impreft, by the 
bare attrition of its parts on one ano* 



l^xccHenttook, called, An .^^fmryinto tht Nature eft he 

](Juman ScuL ^i fhall only pbferve here, that mo* 

tion is fpontaneoiiSy as it is begun and erided by the 
imng Being itfelf, without phyfical neceffity : but it i« 
above tb£ power and knowledge of the fpontaneous 
Being, as it is performed, imechanically i the motive 
power is immemately imprefled by the Creator, who 
IS the only nu^ety as well ^s the fifjt' mover, ^ow 
adorable i« this con^eCcenfionl the Creator exerts his 
power VEL cQnfequfncetof the fpontaneity^ of his living 
creatures !— -But is not this low work for the Supreme 
Lord of heaven and earth, fays the mechanical rea- 
foDcr f No. Lownefs of work is not appKcable to the 
Creator of all things. He is as much the C£eator 
of the meaneft hifed^ as of the higheft intelligence. It 
is hie perpetual power, exerted in uhefion^ jhat keepy 
all the parts of matter in the bodies of living creatures 
together. • Philofophy cannot be hurt by admitting 
his power. His omnipotence is difplayed to our {enies 
in CJie mod defpicable weed of the lid.d) as well as in 
th6 bright rollmg orbs of heaven.. ^ Ia calling fuch 
tjiings T^w ivori, we forget what iniiolte power implies^. 
and wKat infinite goodnefs prompts^, 

K4^ ' tkerj, 



cxoo . THE ;LJTE DF 

th^r; \ althoi^ :it has no xihifaadl^s fc eii^ 
coBnCfiT) oro^imorv^ pai&g^is to itidve dirD\ 
What then can wc. chink ixf motion in fudt 
Aar.ow twining zneandsrs^ d&vdns^ anerks^ 
inteftines'^ .and la^eal vtffds^ thiough 'i^hidi 
the ftuich of animal bodies are conveyed 
to pacts ifiniunorahle ? * while the bkt^ 
ijmpby and cbyie- creep through fuch nar« 
row winding vdlels, che whoie .motioh dt 
thofe fluids mnft be confiimed t^try in- 
itan£ by the amitbn of their parts, jand 
the fcree of confeqo^nce be renewed every 
Jnllanr. Here is a perpetual onracle. The 
Divine Power urgesi on thefc fluids ten- Ao\i- 
fand Ways at Once, Reafon muft tonfef$ 
^ miraculcus power indefinently and vari* 
iDnfly put forth in otir bodies*, while ig- 
hofattce and vanity in i^aih atterttpts to ac- 
fcO'iWt toediaruealiy 'jfcM* tfe CitCulatic^ (^ 
i^Jt -fiui^/ We are -not im\y. ifearf«il^ 
iptnd vibMm^yff r0c^ -.in ^bs wombi 
feirt 'fearfully ftn'd ^^oirt'derfuHy ;piiefervd3 
every minute ! creating power .never ceafes 

^-5)• 



' (15) ^f'^t Aould beaike(I,-;^why was fuch an intri- 
cate ftruiJture of fuch 'materials fempjoyed, or fiich" a 
l^borifOiJts ihethdd contrivecf ^ "by the drganiza'tion oT 
dead matter, if it no \y^y ferVes to produce motioiv^ 
!5uTtather'Corfftim65 the^forCe i^mpreffed ? the anTvyeJ 
i!5,*rher this Con fifflfiiftg mecfhaniYm is no incoiivcniejice 
in nature, if wc QOtifi&r vAU) renews' the intffiye power,* 



• 'flii'^K&t atgatti&ii f6r tfm «lfift*n<)e >^f >» 

• Hcttf.^ -ibVloMls t«^' aJ^ *nfd 'M»r3^i% ink-. 
-fiftHSIecbnylftibh with' ki kfi<dm«he-«!»i~ 
- dent mk^iVShcc Iftnd >°fil»^ ^of «HiJigs 1o 

one attdther, -wWch we in^et wiA tlM«(* ifit 
the ^arts ^ the Oiifyt'ift. 1*h€ifc It flo. 
litfecl ^f liice ahd fubtSbe reaiSMliig ^ #«& 
•mjttter:^ -a msWiftft eoritfivaWce iMthi^- 
-«*ly fbggdb * eWtrker. k IMkto Iflce 
'z ferifation, and ^tM T6tKcHung» 4gifi6(t 
& Afi^ pvizzle OS, but it k ^hdtn? fttt^-^ 
•kg our bteiyf.. N6 pe^ir, ferJea^ftrplfc,. 
'WD knUfiffs, the prmc^l^ <tf c^ics, a^ 
^e ftru^ure of me eye, car* believe that 
% h 'fortrti -w^u^ ({HJ!} Ill Aiit -ttMce ; 
«* thkt: tSt ^«t Wi8: i&rAftkl- ^'^o^ ^ 
*fcri&*le^erof ifetaW^ss^— --^Thife i*. a jtrft 
-ifigttment, i^l^fea, (^ ilSlKft. Dut-^Hb 
great Sl^lmipht'^titxiM >ndt 'liAV'te fic^^ped 
<fttfe.- J^ht f l*te Wg^ftJiSJjt ^ftfr 'the-^^ 

; ■ J. i ii f ft i ■ .1 r| .1 ,, , mfc . li. i i ,. f i ' J J y 

W»^k ndfi^^ apj^keKte to 4^ DAty., O'tt&iwMt^ 

qrid in^e varie)us' ^flw vJ^H iiiftri|fts fiis jfationfl 
lK^n^;.^anti'diip^^ lii^ 0]ix^ty6fente^4ti^ii8oiaifti(t. 

• .: K.£^ toiyancc^. 



Jiabitants of ^Tic Wraith. Om W! he % 
fcirt, ^bo behokl and enjoy tJiofe tfhings ! 
date! too nnranjr cot. Neither the heaven^, 
^ieh dechre the glory t)f God, nor the 
days of the go§)cl, ndr the rrgbtcotifncfe 
ctf die -new law, zft tegarded by dicm. 
But the 1/rtfe will ever join with all their 
hearts, in the moft exalted ptayer and 
praife, and adore the Or^^dr of thOT good 
^ad petfdft gifts; for bH his ^kSings 
vouchi^ed us; and efpecia%, for ^ 
c^te^ of his paid^ graoif&ed by hk blefl^ 
f4 ;Son» wA the j^r<Hx»les of evi^^aftii^ 
Jl^ppinef^ md ^ly i^ a lj& ^otodm^ ita* 
^n jpiiuft ded^are it ji^ to i^iflbr up f«li> 
gk>U9 praife, and nwoe t^ gts^teft ineiw 
ft^ jjind mu^.iq)f>rovoinetit we i:aa w (tuA 



, ^< Another ^traMcK^^ 
j^««^/wr. . tji^ Iti4w inifeeiplaeeliiwfr 

hi'^knZf^ ^p <)f a hiU, which ftood at 
ie«^.. ,t|^ cflHer. tani of the ial^j aad 

iWaPv^iUas h^ 119 #ie mQntv 
J^, liom, t|^. S(te. «£ <ivl|iith,;i(h9;.iKiattr 
l^jMirodiint^ fhe4]ik<t 7hit ))0<2ii JMafijM 
^hfe^'QWWetfs^ a/mSfe ici lfing|h,iftttd h^lf 
^ «ile o^er. Tbfe wft$er "i^ptfarfad. as 'tibok 
^ ii^s Vut in- a:^fs W0S >d^^as.fOth«^ 

: ... ' ' tafted 



JOHN bun<:le, ^Esq^ icir 

tover its it)4cy biHk^ ind hi feircril iiic^ 
tifcsrdes, fails' 'down the face of xht mtmtf- 
ijintD-a dfeep'lSrottorn^^i^hiere'a river^kFm-ni- 
«1, tharis feen for a* co/rfidera^ilc wky, ^ k 
'w^ers along; The wHote is a ftr&iffe; 
fcene. The fwarthy loch, the noifydcfeen£ 
ing.ftrcanis, clumps.of ^ed trees on the 
Iriotinraiil's fide, ' ^tid the various Ihorts 
aad vafley^ beitfv^, SflTotd'aii unc^msnoa 
Vtew. it "^^as a fine diange of ground^ 
10 ^fcead from thfe . beatnirftfl ^^e, ^- 
iptftTTpaif&d widi motititaitts, and adorned 
^dl trett) iptd ' which Wai^pci«red;*©m 
4 fe^irig^ pra^icc, la^oHritnt ftttpams^, 
wfi fee f rtrrtl ithe r*^ct!"q -df 'srf .^o^jpbfitfc 
%fli,'an imp^ttwjtis ite^. 4cfcje?tii3mg ^ttm 
the tot) to^the fiheK pbirtCs d£ y\tfr m l$^ 
^Itfeft'Ainii^bttow. ^' • 

9^ 'diis-loch, t5 jdlKtcrvfer;'th6 deptH, '^'tnfc 
vtA 3pb fim of Whtpct)tdihy Ic^ 'ctiulft 
Teat^ ko ground,; afid ftbrn • • , * 

few, J:tj«dfliyt,'3^1^ £;5'*?ri 

ftit^eiat aby^; thevkfttrea^^ * ' ^ 

unfathom* 
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^mfathomable lochs as , thh have I fieeo 
on the fummits of mount^s in various. 

raits of the world,, and from them, 
fuppofe, the greateft part of that de- 
iuge of waters came that drowned the. old 
world. This leads me to fay fomething. of 
ihi^ floods 

36. Many books have been 
th^diUt^ written in relation to this affair 5 
and while fome contend for 
the overflowing of the whole earth to a very 
great height of water s - .and fome for 

a partial deluge only others will not al- 
low there was any at all. The .divine au- 
thority of Mpfes they difregard, . For mly 
part, I believe xht flood was univerjfalj and 
that all the high hUls and mountains under 
the whole heaven were covered. The caufe 
was forty days heavv rain, and fuch an agi^ 
tationot thc/abyfs^ by the finger of God, 
as not only broke up the gre^t d^ep^ to 
pour out water at many places^ but forced 
it out of fuch botcomlds Ipchs as this I 
am (peaking of on tl^ mountains top, 
and from various fwaUows^ in xnz^y places. 
This removes ev^ry objefticn jfrom. ,the 
cafe of th? deluge, and giyes water enoujgji 
ill the fpace pf 150 daysp or five i^onths of 
30 days each, to over-top the h^heft moun- 
tains,. by, ,15 cubits,, the , height defigned. 

' The 



The abyfs in Iftrong <xHnmotioa, or violent 
uprpar* by a power divine, could fhake 
die incumbent globe to pieces in a ifew ;n^ 
nutes, and bury the whole ruins in the de^p. 
To me, then, all the reafoning againfl the de- 
luge, or for a partial flood, appear fad ftufF. 
Were this one loch in Stanetmre to pour 
.out torrents of water^ down every fide, for 
five months, by a divine force on part of 
the abyfs, as it might very eafily by fuch 
nifeans do, the inundation would cover a 
great part of this land •, and if from every 
loch of the kind on the fummits' of moun- 
tains, the waters in like manner, with 
the grcateft violence, flowed from every fide 
^t of the al^fs^ and that, exclufive of the 
heavy, rains, ai^ earthquake fhould open 
fpme parts of the ground to let more water 
putiof the great golleflion^and the feas and 
ocean furpaf$ their natural bounds, by tb^ 
witid^ forcing them oveir j(fhe earthy the|i 
"qroi^l^ ^ iiniyerfal flood very :fbon prevail; 
There k water enough for the^purpofci 
and as IX) iht fiipernMiurd afcent of tbem^ na^. 
twral and fupimatttird are nothing at all dif- 
ferent with refpeil to Godl They are dif- 
tii;i£^ions m€;rely in our conceptions of things. 
jU^ttlariy to move the fun qr eanh, and to 
(^op its nnotion for a dwf \ — to make the 
]waters that covered the whole earth at the 
frreation, descend iplto the feycr4 iweptar 



to -ttiakte-^eitt aftend again td<:oW Ifte 
-Whde^etfrth, AK^ d^ df >^«6 ^ die 

-t»ie Mfttral, tmA the rtiler Ift^et'mftttraL 
Tht €«ie fe the effifft flf no gftsstftr p<i«*r 
"fhah fhe<)Ch«r. Wkh refpeft to Ood» one 

JflUiifh^^tRcr.- . •' 



ff3>tme0m 



But IKMT <ffl« ifztm '€i ^^ 
Xa'vT^«. 'fl<ftuge were dra!w«* JSff A «i& 
liej/Uktuif •<*fi3'«f^*velhOri«te,4sitfMK 
ttribfthi^tf thet"qudlion«frt6njgthefefe*nK 
^t*^ ed. The4rtgeHi<JusJft^#fe 
-iKtit-a^ittS; tiie'**ia iri^fetti^ 

cotmtafefe in any i^lttmOi^t r-the^&aSfliftg, 
«ff, anA drybiig'Qf the-eafth, df^uieh a^lHi^ 

'l>7 ttepowef'of ©«a:"ha^fal'6a«ie9''1»bm 

feittftlteire fefeeft'vjftef '3Mf^Wtdbri«rt 'ia 

tSw trach, as this ^t^h-ijts lUkr'^ttQ bitk, 

•Was'»ie'JyWbr«i<Jfi' fO'ber&t^/lnvdi^'jfWS?- 

caiifcs'k'bbtfii^ ^t% (kmi'^'tUp Rtf'haa. 

' * eaufes. 
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fitaifes 4ifc is the Aithor of w^re ^t hand; 
ftod with ihcm «he.; could db the wtork,. 
The fun./evupefated •; the winds dried ; arid 
thie waters no longer foroed upwiitds from 
the abyfs, fiibfided into the mum .fioaHows 
or JwalloW'-hokSy that are ftill to be fcea 
in many .place$^: on mountauis and in 
vallies •, thole on the mountains bcins; ne* 
ccflaiy to abforb that vuft column of wa* 
iera vifhich roib.' 15 'cubits above the highed 
hUk. 

. hjwattm) is fuch another openii^ in die 
ground zr Eldine - H&k 1^ Deriyjbire (16), 
and in iravellin^ from the Ptak to tlic 
northfern extreriiity of NorthumberUmi^ I 



Mavitfir, and ^ jixUcs «eaii otJSu^ton. ' Vt is a^etpen^ 
tljci^af gijl'ph 'or chaiih, which I tridi to fafhom nidre^ 
Wten-oncej-afAl fbtnd ii by my ^irw, miA by-thte iw«i4 
iote tf f^tai4* («t the fate le^) 1 6 feet one t^velfth'ln ^one 
(«coa^, i4je mea/ure Dr. flit^- allows *n«ar the eaf*th 
for the defcei^t of .heavy bodies) to >c 1266 feet* tr 
42a yards idown'^ro the water ; liat how decjp th^ wa. 
«er. is, c^iHJ^t'fec Itnown'. T t«ppofe. it reiKzW 1» the- ' 
^yfs. : TSii« <Jiafm te fctrty pw long, above grobnd^ 
«nd ^n over atm broade;flpart : but (i^ the day. there 
18 a,flbping defcont of forty yards to the jnouth €)f the 
horrible pit, and this' Is Oftly four yat^s* long* Sua 
W^, imd a 'Mf {llfoad. Two ii^iOaiivs who 4Merl 
mqir^utad ar/Pcy^y not long (;go> ^onfefibd tt die 
^^o\v$« ..that they threw a poor traveller into this 
dreaSfiil culph, qftgr tVy had robbed hliri/* 

-"''■ *• have 
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Ytt ihvQi^n ftoiaiiiii iti one fhfte/4»id 
4oe^ not ov^erAMr k$ 4>aAks> igt^^ptkig, i» 
bffore chkrttdy <[wmiftH^^ in die 'fpsice 
-cf i6 yestns.' k mldlt by paffi^s cxm^ 
mumc;»9e wk^ tlie gf^at deep. It refliiids 
the tivefs inta the great <^^. The Ciife 
of -the A^^fV^fT^nif^y^ is thefaine^ for, 
though a 4lrong.cwrer^>from the Atlantk 
continually fus through ithe Strain of 
Gibraltar^ yet thefe waters do not make' 
it overflow the country round it) and, 
of oonfeq\Aefice,>they«niu(^ be earned o# 
-by a iufotsmoiMi ^pa^e^ or pttflkges> to 
<the tf^/r." i '• .' i; 

^o^^S-^' *i^*^5^; toi7*frf^h»-iw^ 

-)% ^«flklkh6^tgKtrln wtbuhd flMp, iJnda* 
4)x»-ftfi«S'^:fhtt 4WRef H^VvMt '^(ttih^dPiEell 

^onr ifl^th« momlhg:^ till 4H^ht^>^ «ke tiibr^ 
ipr«ft) JiMl^hto the i«ttd;til#n^ e^-<»orlh*. 
. . ^^^^ %gi4 e&me«> b gteatt gjlil^, 
tj«*«frtrtiBref v(/^hetfc it rh^r*fif*aae ft ruihblin^ 
^??f^^' n€4fe«Wir'locks-^nd iheqndK 
&^rr4 ^-tids.^f«tffiy1ctn4s.ftridr(^^ 
^.; » , ,. : ^.»v*ry >frikl w6nde«fijl fc*«tt 
•' • The'ri«erw^t)«)aafc<iddt*ep;^ 

*n4 Oi> »*i^«^ ««&*kt^tO' hf <iv*s 'kn ht 
•*-^ fembla^ 



I 



fooKNviidl) eefeiid>Uii0« the giant^i oa^mte^y, 
in the county of Antrim, and province 
of UQ!ter in; Indand; mne! mtiibs^ noruh- 

^It^^fiiMMylhvM^'rQai^ iaia ;iMSO(lig^Qni pijb> 
€^^9cksi. So.mt broady so ieetrabave^ the: 
reft;:o£ the &^v^ wd^ ttet run. 6om the> 
bee^m o£ a U^ hiU ^ve aoo yu^^ moi 
the ocew*^ 

f hiraflbmbtA9ri.o€ ftoncsi I am %)wk^ 
iag, of: am- oodbmuw nrkh. ftiioml corners^ 
tha6 rife, tbccs yasds above the .groiii!id2» 
aad are joinfid; as i£ doM by. an; thei 
ploiMQf bcing^ oqomx aod concave, and 
tlteceby* lying om in , another; Thefe co«^ 
liambt Jia»re; fivi) and &r>fidas,. a &w pf them . 
fe^rcn; andta ntenhtep' ofi tlMm^ nicely aiKL> 
exaOiy j>taced:log^hcii rtudce^oafc toy pillar * 
foiMft Qiie fecit' ti^.twOrinidianQi^ .Thef. 
are. S&i nifiely. joioedt. thai^ altho'.the^ hwc^. 
&re and fix fidiea, aa^ I 4:>efQaDe^ fatd, "yet. 
t^c caniottinerisbfo jadi^)tc!d^ as.mi kawor* 
no vacisicy^ betMBccii tnamr; the; .pransiuKnii.* 
angles of one pillar fitting, and falling 
ejfl^y^ioM .the;lioUi9Vtt ; left t&em totwoen 
tfid others^ alid tbe plain fidesiexadly anfwen 
to om aaothidr*9 io tiMbthiifehexagma and;^^ 
jmtfiigoiift oirjQslttSMiae^ macble appear i aa^ 

if 
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if finilhed by tfat teuuls af>ili(^n«0ft: m$^^f t 
workmen^ All die^^ilhrs^ fitbod exdiftly: 
perpendicular to the plane of th6 horizon* ' 

r-r . . . . .J . . 

Dr. FoUf^ in the.Philofo|>hical Tranf-* 
aiftions, N ^ . 212, fpeaking of * the ♦ giants » 
c;tu&i»ay^ feems to thmk thefe Wonderful 
pillars are compofedof the commbn fbit of 
craggy rock by the fea fide i ^d the au- 
thors of the Complete Syftem of Geography- 
are of opinion, they refemble the lapis Baf- * 
aUes i but fome think they are a fort of marble. 
Now the truth is, the ^jBaj^A^/ ofche an- 
cients is a very degant and beautiful nlarblc 
of a fine deep gloij^ black, like high po- 
Itfiied ileel, and is always found ened in the 
form of regular angular cdumns, compoied 
of a. number of joints, fitted together and 
x^^ing pillars It fo that where fuch pillars 
ate &en, they atseuhdoiri^tedly the c^lufmar 
marbk or toucbficne of the antients. Hr.Hill^ 
inr liisi hiftory of fofflls, gives a good account 
of the nature of this body, and mentionsi fis 
veral places k is to be found in ; but ieems 
not. to have heard thieK was any of it among 
the northern mountaitis of our country. 

This marble is one of the hoi^kft pro* 
tla&kms of nature, and of all the tbffii 
kingdom the moft aitoniihing body. If arc 
is reqiiifite for die IbimatioA of many^ 

things 
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tkU^ we fee daiiy done with elegance and 
beauty, then certainty, . mind itfelf, even, 
the fupreme mind, muft hs^ve caufed fuc^h 
tScdiS as thefe aftoniflling marble pillars ; 
which lie in vaft compound perpendicular 
columns at great depths in the earth, (none . 
in beds of ftrat^ like the other marbles )« . 
a^d rife in fuch beautiful joints and angles, 
well fitted together, more than fix and 
thirty feet above ^groxtnd in fome places. 
No other way could thofe wonderful pro« 
du£tions haye come into being, but by that 
intdUgmty aSive power j who fpeais inteUt" 
giUy /tf eviiy nation by his works. To talk 
as fome people do, that mc^ty which 
deflroys the very idea pf intelligent and 
designing activity — or chance^ which is an 
utter ablurdity-— or the fea^^ according to 
^eUiamed^ generated and, formed this genu^. 
of marble, and fo woaderfvilly diftinguifhed- 
it from all the other marmora; by making 
it. into pentagon, hexagpa, and. feptagon 
colunans, and rendering the points of the 
cokunns convex and concave, and fo amaz- 
ingly joining th^m together, that the pro^. 
minent angles of; one pillar falji exa&ly^ 
into the hollow left between two others, 
a,nd the plain fides exadly anfwer to one 
another, as before obferved, while all of 
them ftand Up perpendicular, contrary to 
tl&e quality of all other iQarbles^ and fome. 

* lie 
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lie in-berfs C3f'ftr4tik— --^T<)*toft 
of they?«s i ehance^ a ^neeeffiiy^ ^ng this, 
or any thing'of'ft -v^nd^tii a kind, is- 
to pwduce fcheiefe^Vbunf^d in ignoraHce, 
and everftve of trtie k'nowJedgc, indead 
of gtvirf^g a ratie>naf, infelHgible accowif 
of CTfe- -formation of the^woiid,' ifs* order 
and appearances. In* thk wonderfvrl pwy- 
dnftion*,' a dwe attentioit perceives^ infinite 
aft and power. Did vre want- that; vtt-r 
rietjF* of things which* employ tRe» confi<- 
di^atiQn of ratiohal men^ anrffbpoe' tke^ 
tongues of thihkingf men* to acknowieebe- 
creating fower^ this^raarbte atone * would ♦ be 
flifRcit*nc to^ dfen^nftrate eqeid-' pomw di^ 
reafed^byittfiftite'WiMtom; -^ * - 

38* Another cSrtraordirtaty^ 
AMctnunii^f thing'! fawin a ralfcjr no^ fiir 
^;^7'* f^*" ^''^^ where- th« BaJSkes-' 
^^ "^^ fermfe; Kii^4>t>tfterD«s^b«rn- 

ifrg" ipring: It rifes* "vmb great hoifo' and- 
vibration, and gtiftes out with a- force 
ftiffifcient' to turn- many milk; The wa^ 
ter is^ dcat- and coldj btJt- to the- taftfe* 
uti^eiiWi" being • foni^thifig l&e- a bad- 
egg: ^ V jijdgcd Vft^nT' the: nature- of its* 
ijioftpn, that •tte- water would- take- fft^- 
and -having 'lie my torch; fdon put- it itt* 
z flqjne. Tht? fire was fieice,* arid the- 
water ran- down the -rale in- a- Wtoe; ft' 
3 was 
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was a river oFfire for a confiderable way, till 
k funk under ground among fome rocks, 
and thereby difappeared* After it had burnt 
fbme time, I took fome boughs from a tree, 
and tying them, together, beat the furface of 
the well for a few minutes, and the burning 
ceaied. The water was not hot, as one might 
cx?pe6l, but cold as the coldefl: fpring could 
be. There are a great number of fuch iprings 
in thr world, but this is the largcfl: I have read 
of, or feen* It differs from that of Brofeley in 
Shr op/hire^ within fix miles of Bridgenortb, in 
tWs refpedb, that Brcfeiey well will not conti- 
nue to burn for any time, unlefs the air be 
kept from it ; to which purpofe they have en- 
clofed it in an iron cifterii with a cover to it ; 
and to experiment the boiling a piece of meat 
by the fire of this fpring, they clap the pot 
clofe down when the cover is taken up, and 
then it bums as long as they will ; making 
the largeft: joint of meat fit to eat, in half the 
time the ftrongeft culinary fire could do the 
work. As to the medicinal virtues of the 
fpring, in the mountains, 1 can only fay, that 
as it has a copious fulphur, and from thence 
flames like fpirit of wine, it is probable 
it might be as effedual in communicating 
fanity in various cafes, as the famous 
burning foring is in the palatinate of 
Cracow of the lefler Poland^ mentioned 
in tlie Leifjic affSy an. 1684, p. 326. And 
^VoL, I. L as 
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ficult to defcend with them to a deep bot- 
tom on the other fide bf the hill : but with 
great hazard to ourfelves and the beafts, 
we came down. in fafety. On the top of. 
this mountain I faw another large locb 
that was black as ink in appearance, tho' 
bright when taken up in a ^afs ; which 
(as before obferved) muft be owing, I fup- 
pofe, to its top communicating with the 
alryfs below; and in the bottom we de-. 
fcended to, there was zfwdlow larger than 
the otte I faw before. . I could make no 
difcovery as to its depth, cither hy line 
or found ; nor did my lead touch any 
water. On the ^Hoping way from the.firft. 
chafm in day to the gulph, were feveral 
lateral chambers, that defcended one yard 
in fix : but though the bottom was hard, 
the horrors of the places hindered me from 
going far. I went to the end, of the firft, 
which was 6y yards, aod having looked 
into the fecond, to which a narrow fliort 
pafs leads the inquirer,- I made what 
hafte I could back ; for the opening dif- 
covered a fpace fo vaft, difinal, and fright- 
ful, that it ftrikes one to the heart. The 
bottom, as far as my light could enable me 
to diftinguifli, was a continuance of ftonc ; 
but neither top nor fides were to be fecn. 
It is a horrible place. 

40. Leaving 
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40, Leaving this bottom, » 

we mounted another very high -^« amazing 
and dangerous hill, and from ^""'^ ^^^/ f' 
the top of u delcended mto a delightful 
twenty acres of as rich and f pot of ground. 
beautiful ground as my eyes had 
ever feen. It was covered with flowers and 
aromatic herbs ; and had, in the center erf" 
it, a little grove of beautiful trees ; among 
which were fruits of feveral kinds. A flow- 
ing fpring of the pureft water .was in the 
middle of this fweet little wood, and ran in 
pretty windings over the ground. It re- 
ireih^ and adorned the field, and it was 
beautiful to fee the deer from the hills, 
and the goats come down from the clifi^s, 
to drink at theie ftreams. The whole 
^was furrounded with precipices that at 
,cended above the clouds, and through 
one of thefe rocky mountains there was 
an opening- that had a ftupendous ap* 
pearance. 

It was a vaft amazing arch^ that had 
fome reiemblance of the gothic ifle of a 
large cathedral church, and terminated in a 
view of rocks hanging over rocks in a man- 
ner frightful to behold. It meafured an 
hundred yards in length, forty in breadth, 
and I judged it to be fifty yards high. Tlie 
pending rocks in view inclofed a (pace 
L^ of 
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of four acres, as it appeared to me, and the 
bottom was fo very deep that it looked like 
night below. What line I had could not 
reach it, nor could I make any thing of 
the depth by found. It feemed to me to 
be a vaft fwallow that went down to the 
abyfs. The whole was a fcene that har- 
rowed the foul with h6rror, 

41. By the fpring in the 
Jnextraor- y^^^\q grovc Thave mentioned, 

mQuntaHns. morning, to breakfaft on iome- 
thing that one of my iquires 
produced from his fbore, while die other 
was looking for a paffage or way onwards, 
between thofe vaft precipices that furround- 
^ us. Two hours he wafted m an en- 
quiry, and then returned to let me know, 
there was no paflage that he could find-: 
the inclofed rocks were one continued chain 
of unpaflable mountains. Here then I- 
thought was my ne plus ultra. As the man 
affirmed there was no getting beyond the 
vaft inclofing cliffs that walled in this 
charming fpot of earth, I imagined for 
fome time, that I muft of neceflity return, 
and give over all thoughts of getting to 
the borders of Cumberland or Bijhoprick that 
way. It feemed impoffible to proceed, and 
that was no fmall trouble to my mind. It 

w^s 
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"WSLS a great journey round, and if I did ride 
it, I knew not where to turn in on the 
confines of the country my friend lived 
on -, for I had loft his direftions, and had 
only a fmall remembrance of his dwell- 
ing fomewhere on the north edge of JVefir 
moreland or Torkjhtre, or on tte adjoining 
bonders of Cumberland^ or the county . of 
Durham. What to do I could not for 
fome time' tell : going back I did not at 
all like, and therefore, to avoid it if pof- 
fible, refolved to pafs the day in trying- 
if I could find any way out, without 
climbing the mountain again that I had 
lately come down. Round then I walkqd> 
lonce, and to na mannct ofpurpofe, far 
I did not fee any kind of pafs j, but the 
fecond time^ as I marched on obferving 
.the hill, I took notice of a large clump 
iDf great trees in an angle or deep cor^ 
ilier,' that feemed to ftapd very oddly, and 
dn the/ rhoun tain above thim there ap^ 
{jeared, as I thought, a diftance or fpacc 
that looked like an opening. I foon 
.ibund it was fo, and that at the back of 
this, little wood,, there lay a very narrow 
-way, only broad enough for two horfes 
a-breaft; that it extended due weft for 
•more that^ a mile, and then weft-north- 
. weft for a quarter of a mile, till it termi-^ 
: mated in a. j^lain that was feveral miles 
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in circumference, and indrely furroundcd 
with hills. This I Afcovered in walking 
the pafs by myfelf, and then returned to 
bring the horfes and men, through this 
amazing way. It was quite dark, mere 
night all along; and the bottom very 
bad. It w|fc| likewife veiy dangerous. 
It was eviOTnt from the ground, that 
Hones had fallen from the tops of the 
hills -, and ftiould any defc'end from fo vaft 
a height on us, tho' even fmall ones, they 
would without all peradvcnture be immedi- 
ate death. 

42- The plain ive came 
i7£foL%. into from the defile was above 
tion o/evety a mile over to the opfpolite 
wifif the mo- hills, and a-crofs it was a walk 
aunt it is ^ ^^ oaks, that feiemed ia 
^orm . ^^^j^ ^ place, as the avenue 

that leads to the fmry caftk of wijbes. If 
fuch beings there are, as Dr. Fawkr^ Bilhop 
of Gloucefiery hath in one of his books af- 
firmed, then here, I faid, in this fine ro* 
mantic region, where ail the charms of 
the field, the foreft, the water, and the 
mountains^ are united, may be their fa- 
vourite manfion, and perhaps they will 
admit me into their fairy cajile : then 
commences their friendfhip, and when 
they have all breathed on me, it is: but 

wiftiing 
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.viihing for the future, and the com- 
pletion of every defire is granted the lu'v- 
ment it is formed. Would not this be 
^compleat happinels I what do you. fay,, rcr- 
fledion?. 

No,, (reflection anlwered^s^ we rid up 
this avenue). Imagination %ay form fine 
pictures of felicity from an indulgence in 
every wilh: but, fo blind are mankind to 
their own real happinels, that it is oftner 
to the gratification than to the difappoint-- 
ment of their wilhes that alL their mife-- 
ry is owing^ We often chooie what i& 
not confonant to the welfare of our na- 
ture, and ftrive to avoid thofe incidents 
which are fated in the order of incon-- 
trolable events for our good- Frequently 
do we labour to llecure the things that de- 
bate us into (lavesy and overwhehn us. with 
calamity ; but feldom do we defire, rarely 
do we ftrive to obtain thofe objefts,, and 
acquire diat fl;ation, which are mftft Kkely 
to render humanity as perfedt as it caa be 
in this world, ratbnal and godlike, and 
thereby crown our lives with true ^ppi- 
nefs. Many a man has purfued a Fenus^ 
an eftate, an honour,, with much toil and 
wonderful aftivity, and when poffeffed of 
the fancied blefling, have been^ made very 
miferable mortals^ The wiftied for beautjr 
1>5 has 
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has often made even the htifband wretch- 
ed. An aching fear is often covered with 
the laurel : and in refpeft of envied great 
fortunes, gaudy is the thing without, and 
within very often is mere bittemefs. The 
wifdom is, as to this world, not to get from 
the fairies a power of enjoying ^1 that, 
fancy may defire, if that was poffibk; but, 
to aft well and wifdy, in the moft reafon- 
able, lovely, and fair manner, and propofe 
•nothing of ourfelves, but tvhb a referve 
' thzt fupreme wifdom permits it; wdcom- 
ing every event with chcarfulnefs and mag- 
nanimity, as beft upon the whole, becaufe 
ordained of infinite reafon ; and acqui- 
cfcing in every obftruftion, as ultimately 
refer V able to divine providence. Xhis (con- 
tinued refieilion)^ in relbeft of this life, were 
there no other, is prercrabfe to the ct^le of 
wijhesy if we could find it at the end of this 
avenue (17). 



(17) In the ziyohxmt of Familiar Letters between 
the charaAers in David Simple, the reader will find 
an excellent ftory in relation to imjhingy which the 
ingenious female writer calls a fragment of a Fairy 
Tale, p. 225 — 275 : and concludes i-t in the follow- 
ing feniible manner. — The good Fairy came often K> 
vint me,, and confirmed nle in my rdfolution, never 
again to be fo unreafonable, as to defife to have all 
my wiihe^ compleated ; for fhe convinced me, that 
the Ihort-fighted eyes of mortal* were not formed ta 



Bat if another life is takers ifitb tlie qtieJE^ 
mxiy the argument grows ftronger againft a: 
p6wer of enjoying all we couJd wilh for.— -^ 
As we are accountable creatures, and are: 
pouring fail out of time into eternityi, reli- 
gion undoubtedly ought to be the main bu* 

•finefs of mortals •, ^that religion, whicb. 

M a living principle, fpring, or root erf ac- 
ttoi% in the foul ; wrought there by the hand 
•of him that made us ; and which requireth 
tis to honour and fear God as the fupreme 
Lord, to efteem him as the chief good 5 and 
to exercife and exprefs that honour^ that 
•fear, and that efteem, by all the means^ 
and in all the ways, which reafon and reve- 
lation appoint for fuch exercife and exprel-- 
fion ; that we may gain the love of the Al- 
mighty, and obtain the eftabliflied feat of 
happinefs above : but fuch force hath the 
objedls of fenfe upon the mind,, that it is 
more than probable they would outweigh 
the diftant hopes of religion, if wifhes could 
bring in even a tenth part of what the va- 
nity of man and his fenfes would call for* 



fee, whether the event of ajiy of their own wiflie* 
would produce moft happinefs or mifery r and that 
our greatcil felicity, often arifes from the very difap* . 
pointment of thofe deiires, the gratification of which^ 
at the firft view, feems to be neceifary to oujt weU . 
fare. 

L6 It 
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It would be ib far from being an advan^ 
tage to mankind, if they could wifh aiid 
have vaft fortunes^ all the pleafures, the 
pomps and honours of the world, that they 
-would thereby be deprived of the rational 
joys of life, and be influenced ta think no 
more, of the excellency and beauty of relU 
gion, and the good consequences of ierving 
God truly. They would not even divide 
themfelves between this world and the 
other. The Idol Gods of this ftate would 
have all their fervice. The wijh then fhould 
be for daily hrtad^ and that the kingdom of 
God may: come — his will be done in our fouls. 
In thefe are comprifed the grcateft and moft 
valuable blelTmgs, and we are fure we can 
obtain them, if we will add to ajking an in^ 
dujiry and prudenee in acquiring^ ami take 
care by culture, to bring up the feeds of 
virtue and holinefs. This is enough to 
make us as happy here as reafon can defire. 
We have a fiifficiency to go through this 
world to that other where we are to be fta^ 
tioned for ever, and againft . the accidents 
of the way, we have' the fupports which 
innocence and virtue to the good adminifter. 
Peace and tranquillity of mind here, and 
hopes full erf* comfort with refpeft to here- 
after, are the ingredients of our happinefs ; 
a happinefs the greateift \ and we are cer- 
tain that he, upon whpfe mercy and goodr 

inefs 
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nefs we confefs we exift» will, in regard 
to our confidence and truft^ our faith and 
religion^ when this fleeting fcene is over,l. 
. make us glorious and ever bleffed in the 
kingdom he has prepared for thofe that leiy 
on the divine goodnefs, and do their beft to 
advance the ftate of true virtue in the 
world. Let us not regret, then, the want 
of a caftle of wifhes. Let us not have a de«^ 
. fire of that wealth, dominion, and fplendor 
. which lives in contempt of the prophets 
and riots in the heinous pleafures of ir« 
religion. 

Let our great Mafter's JViU be made the 
rule of all our aftions, and let his intereft 
be regarded, as our intereft. Let us con- 
fult his honour, as our . own honour \ and 
having food and raiment, be content, as we 
are hafting away with a never ceaiing pace 
to the realms qf eternity- and unmixed blifs. 
This is reafon and light. This only de- 
ferves our care. There is nothing worth 
wifhing for, but the happinefs of God's pre- 
fence in our hearts v and the more immedi- 
ate communications of his love and favour 
in the regions of day^ 

43. Thus did refleStion enter- . 

tain me, as I rid up this grand .f/ZlS 
ihady walkx which looked like . grguo in onm 

the 
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that live here, and our miftrcls, fupcrior 
and head, is a young woman. Her name 
is Azora. Yonder fhe comes, goodncfs it- 
fclf, and as it is now fevcn in the evening,. 
too late to proceed any farther in this part 
of the world, you had better walk up to 
her, and pay her your refpecls* Great was 
my furprize at what I heard, A little female 
republic among thofe hills was news indeed: 
and when I came near Azoray my aflonifh.- 
mcnt incrcafed. 

She was attended by ten young women, 

ftraight, clean, handfome girls, and furpafied^ 

them in tallnefs. Her countenance was maf- 

culine, but not auftere; hec 

J^Azlfrr ^^^ ^^^ ^y^^ difcovered an 
^ * excellence of temper, while 
they Ihewed the penetration of her mind^ 
Her hair was brown, bright and charming ; 
^iid nature had ftamped upon her cheeks a 
colour that exceeded the moft beautiful red 
of the fineft flower. It was continually as. 
the maiden blufh of a modeft innocence* 
She was dreft in a fine woollen flulF, made 
m the' manner Ihcpherdefles are painted,, 
and on her head had a band or fillet like 
what the ladies now wear, with a bunch of 
artificial flowers in her hair. She had a very - 

finall fl:raw hat on. -In her hand, flie 

held a long and pretty crook : and as. her 

coats; 
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•irdlite were fliort, her feet were feen, in 
•black fitk Ihoes^ and the fiiieft white ftock- 
ings, and* appeared vaftly pretty. She 
ftruck me greatly. She was a charming^ 
and uncommon figure. When I came up to 
Jzoraj I could hardly forbear addreffing 
her, as the fon of Ufyjffes did the fupernal, 
■ ■ O vous, qui que vous foiez, mortelle 
ou deefle (quoiqu'a vous voir on nc puifle 
vous prendre que pour unc divinite) fericz- 
vous infenfible au malheur d'un fils, qui 
—Whoever you are, a mortal or a god- 
dpfs, though fure your alpedt ipeaks you 
all divine, can you, unmoved, behold a 
haplefs fon, by fate expelled, and urged 
by unrelenting rage, to wander through the 
world, expofed to winds and feas, and ail 
the ftrokes of adverfe fortune, till he ar- 
rived in this land of felicity and peace? 
B ut on better thoughts, I only faid, 
I im your moft humble fervant. Madam, 
and told her I believed I had loft my 
way, and knew not where to go : ■ To 
which ftie replied. You are welcome, Sir, 
to our hamlet^ and to the beft entertain- 
ment it affords: only tell me, flie added 
with a fmile, what could induce you to 
travel this unbeaten road — and how did 
you pafs the precipices and rivers you 
muft have met with in the way?— Cu- 
riofity. Madam, (1 anfwercd) was one 

caufei 
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caiife ; that I might fee a cduntry no iTi^ 
veller had been- in ; and my. next induce- 
ment, to find a valuable friend ;• who lives 
fomewhere,upon the northern border of 
this county, or Yorkfhire^ or on the adjoin- 
ing limits -of Cumberland or Durham ; but 
on which I know not ; and as I came from 
Burgh under Stanemore^ I judged it the fhort- 
eft way by a great many miles', and the 
likelieft to fucceed in my enquiry after my 
friend: — then as to hills and waters, many 
-dangerous ones I have gone ovier, land with 
.great toil and fitigue liaise got thus. far. — 
This (^yfe(?m faid) is a rational acQouht qf 
youcj6wmey, andas-dwrctrc «J^ny diiR- 
cukics ftill before you,: you are wekome fo 
reftiWth US till you are itfteihed» and albie 
to proceed, 

. By this tiipe, we reached the grotto door, 

.and upon entering the flrfl: apartment, I fa^ 

another lady, dreftia the fame tnanncr, and 

feemed to be t>f the fame age, that is, about 

iix-atid-twenty, as' I was told* This was 

•A%ord% -companion aaid friend. She was a 

very pretty woman, tlio' inferior to Azora 

in charms : but her mind was equally lu- 

' minous and good. Neither (he nor Azora 

• were learned women, that is, they under- 

ftaod no «ther language than the Englijb 

tongue, and in that they had but a fmall 

colledioa 
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•coifedion of the beft books ; but thofe few 
they had read well, jind they had capaciries 
to think. In reafon, philofophy, and ma- 
thematics, they were exccHent, and in the 
xnoft agreeable manner, difcovered in con- 
verfation the fineft conceptions of the moft 
excellent things. Aztfra^ of the two, was 
by much the beft ^eaker. Her voice was 
delightful, and her pronunciatioii juft, ftrong, 
<:lear, and various. With unfpeakable plea- 
fure did I liften to her, during three days 
that I happily pafled with her and her com- 
panion, and received fiom both many va- 
luable informatiofts. I thought I vmder- 
ftood algebra vcty well, but I Was their 
inferior, and they inftrufted me ; and on 
the fundamential points of religion, tbey 
not only out-talked me, but out-reafoned 
inc. It is very ftrange, I confefs. It is very 
trufe, however* 

Azora^ ;n particular, had un anbaing 
coUedtion of the moft rational phiiofophicdl 
ideas, and Ihe delivered them in the moft 
pleafing drefs, with as -much eafe as flie 
breathed. She aiked me, after I had feafted 
on an excellent fupper, how religion werit 
• on in the world ; and what was the condi- 
tion of that which came from fupernatural 
communication, as (he phrafed it ? and when 
I told hery that our excellent divides did all 

that 
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that was poillble for men to do, to turn the 
world from fuperftition, of every kind to that 
txprefs revelation which reftores the dictates 
01 uncorrupted reafon to xbdr force and autho- 
rity ; which teaches the knowledge of one 
fupreme Spirit or God^ and the nature of that 
worjbip which is due to a Being not confin- 
ed to, or depending upon, particular places, 
or circumftances ; but always and every 
where prefcnt with us: ihe anfwered, that 
fuch clergymen are glorious, and cannot 
-be enough admired; and great is the 
.^nreaibnablenefs of the men who oppofed 
them, and forced them into the field of difpu- 
tation, from their holy labour of inftrud^g 
the people in penitential piety and fan£ti$ca- 
cidn : I mean the it^b and the bigots. 

What can be more unjuft and impious^ 
(Azora continued) than for men to declaim 
againft a revelation which difplays the pa-* 
ternal regard of God for his creatures, by 
doing more than was ftridlly neceffary for 
.their happinefs, as they had his original law 
oireafon before he gave thpm the gofpel\ 
and which enables us to extend our know- 
ledge even as to thofe things which we are 
by nature capable of knowing; which 
awakens us to duty, and advifes us how to 
walk in the ways of prudence and fafety. 
To rgeS fuch an extraordioary method of 

faving; 
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faving us, is fenfclefs and culpable indeed. 
Surely, when fuperftition and enthuftafm has 
led mankind into errors^ we ought to adore, 
the divine goodnefs for retommunicating a 
knowledge of true religion ; of duty in. this 
life, and of what we are to exped in that 
which- is to come. We can never be. 
thankful enough for a revelationy that has 
a tendency to protpote the happinefs of 
mankind both here and hereafter. The 
oppofition, in . my opinion, is without ex- 
cxife ; as the external evidence of hiftory, 
miracles, and prophecy, for the gofpel, 
is inconteftably ftrong, when fairly exa- 
mined ; muft appear with force to a mo- 
deft, candid, impartial inquirer ; and as the 
internal evidence for the facred letters, 
their ufefulnets and excellence, muft be. 
obvious to every attentive capacity, that de- 
lights in the purfuit of religion and virtue.. 
Truth and candour, then, thofe infidels are: 
ftrangers to. They are not fair reafoners.. 
They are haughty, over-bearing declaimers.) 

Nor can I think much bet- Azora'/ no- 
ter (Azora faid ) of thofe s reat ^'^* °f*^' i"' 
and reverend men, who preach yie, and the 
and write to prove the weaknefs ianu ofrea- 
oi human reafon, and that the >«• 
'pvimt law oi owT creation^ the law of na- 
tur€^ is imp^fe&y infuffidtnty and obfcure\ 

and 
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and tixetdortft^enkitural commwUcatiom was 
abfolutefy neceffary% who add to this^ things 
inconceivable aml.contradidoiy, and infift 
upon our believing articles too hard for ra- 
tional beings. This is niiirq)reienting ra- 
tionals, if we believe the fcriptures, and is fo 
face from being of iervice to the caufe of chrif- 
tianit^, (as in charity we mull fuppc^ thoie 
great men by fuch writing and preaching do 
intend) that it does, on the contrary; very 
gready hurt revealed religion. It is to fuch 
wfong de&nces of revelation that andchrif- 
tian Deifm owes its chief ftrength. Our holy 
religion wants not any evidence that can be 
defired by the modeft, candid, and impar- 
daL ; but if great and learned men will deny 
the perfeftion of the primary law of God, 
and fubftitute in the place of recommunicated 
Tuiture^ an invented go/pel^ that fwells with ufe- 
lefs nr^Jieries^ and harddoSrines^ great damage 
muft fall upon the true gofpel. An unintel- 
ligible religion is no religion. It can be of no 
concern, with regard to rational creatures \ 
and ftrong minds will laugh at its pieties. 

But exclufive of inveqtsd 
Ohjeatons. ^yji^i^^^ (I faid) which are, to 

be fure, fad IttifF in the works of thofe 
great men, and deplorably corrupt the 
fimplicity of the gofpel, to me it is not fo 
plain, that mankind could by reafon acquire 

2 juft 
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jxift aftd 4d(eqi»ffi^:itfci».:df the /e»aftfen(:e and 
nature of the. SuprfyEM Being, or know that 
they had immortal fovik> and wQi#ld expofe 
themfelYCs to eternal urftvoidabl0 mifery in 
a' future ftatn^ ia /piroportioa.to. the demerit 
of tiiciir thoughts and aSiojasin this world;, 
but jDightrfccureeyeriafttn^ feHcify bjit:W!Qr-i 
fkipping otmQ:&vpmn%: ru^w^erfel, ' ecimipK>* ; 
tent, eternal, omniprefent, ;ind intcUigefit* 
Spirit, and doing all the good we have an" 
c^portunity and power to do in this^life. I 
queftion it reafon can make uS clear and* 
contain ojathefe. articles. Tbs reafon of tbS 
bulk of; mankind cannot do it^, I think. >h 
Therefore' the @)fp&l was . abfoiutely vftecet ^ 
fary for the faivation of niea» 

- Jzora to this replied^ that 
faith, in Cbrifty and. all his own ^^nttnuatkn 
itftituHons, were of high value- tvZyno^ 
indeed \ and beaxjtiful his re- : tions, 
ligion appears,, when it is fairly 
reprefehted, as an inftitutioa that has no. 
other end than morality^ the moft noble 
end, and the moft worthy of God ; and that 
declares the ^^^/r^ of all the moral offices 
to be fi^erior to any iim^ard accomplifli- 
merit, ovi outward Chriftian inJiitution:x but. 
Ihe could not^ allow, that Chriftianity was 
abfolutely neccffary; for the common, rea- 
/(moi men^ .without. launching out into* 

the • 
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the unfathomable ocean of metaph'yfical fub- " 
tilties, appears upon trial to be able to dif. 
cover the fundamental points of religion ; 
and from the things that * arc made, from 
Our moral capacities and powers, and from 
our relations to one another, to know the 
fupreme Being, his attributes and perfec- 
tions, and that we are accountable to our 
great Creator. 

If men will think, they muft perceive 
(without the reafon of a Newton or Clarke) 
the exift^nce of a fpiritual infiuma in all 
the parts of inanimated matter^ and the 
exigence of their own fpirits or fouls. To 
which ever part bf matter we look, we. 
fee a fpirit employed. An influencing 
Being, endued with the . faculties of per- 
ception, aftivity, and volition, is plain. 
The accidental qualities of matter^ called. 
aUrailion^ repulfion^ and conmunication of mo- 
tion, evince that material and vegetable na- 
ture^ and all the parts of inanimated mat-- 
ter^ are actuated by one fupreme and «»/- • 
verfal fpirit : I fay One Spirit^ becaufe it 
is evident froim famenefs of volition^ that 
is from one and the fame faculty of voli^ 
tim^ manifeft throughout all nature, that 
there are not feveral diftinft, independent 
fpirits. In attraSlion^ repuljion^ and communi- 
cation of motion^ there, appears no different 

faculty 
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Yaculty of volition, but a different exercife of 
xhQ fame faculty of volition ; which, for wife 
reafons, makes fome parts of matter cohere 
ftrongly, as ftone and metal,— ^fome weak- 
ly, as earth, ^c. fome repel, while others 
attraft ; fome elaftic, and others non-elaftic. 
In all thefe cafes, one fpirit only is the^^^^r ; 
that Being who holds iall perfedtioln in him- 
felf, and by an abfolute command over . all 
parts of matter, forms and manages it as 
his wifdoni fees beft ; juft as his adora- 
ble providence governs us, apd difpofes of 
us, by fuch laws as reafon (confulting the 
good of the whole fociety) declares it to be 
beft for us to obey : betl:, moft furely, as it 
is the glory of the Almighty to be conftantly 
and without any deviation^ governed by the 
eternal and immutable laws of good and 
right, juft and equ^l. All is the operation 
of one and ^t fame univ'erfalfpirit. Identity 
is vifible. The various kinds of attradtion, 
repulfion, etc. only Ihew . th^ unlimited 
power of the Deity, in actuating matter as 
ni's eftablifhed rules require. Were feveral 
arbitrary, fupreme fpirits to aft over 
matter, the confequence would be a 
breach of regularity, uniformity, and con- 
ftancy, in the laws of nature, and that con- 
Fufion would appear inftead of beauty and 
order. 

Vol. I. M ^ Thus 
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Thus common reaibn con* 
Cminuatitm fgffts that there is one infinitCy 
tu^'^L umverfaU fuprme ffiriU wlio 
tibns. alluates and governs the uni- 

. verfc; and from the heavens, 
the earth, and burfelves, we are as certain 
that there is a Creator and Lord of all the 
worlds, who direHs every atom of it, and 
animates every material form^ as we are of 
any thing demonftrated to us. And as he 
is not only the Creator but the Manager and 
Preferver of every being, there can be no 
power equal to him. He muft be omnipo- 
tent. He muft likewife be eternal and 
bmniprefent; for there was no fuperior 
power to receive cxiftence from, nor h 
there a fuperior power to confine it. As to 
his infinite intelligence, his being the Au- 
thor and preferver of all things demon- 
ftrates it. 

In refpefl: of the human foul (Azora con- 
tinued) it is impoflible iox perception to pro- 
ceed from the body^ or from zny motion or 
modification of parts of the body ; and there- 
fore, there muft be a mind in which our 
ideas muft be produced and exift. If the 
ideas oifenfation may be fuppofed to be oc- 
cafioned by the different motions of the 
conftitucnt parts of the brain, yet they can- 
not 
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/not be thofe motions. The motions can 
lonly enable a fpiritual percipient , to note 
ithem, remember them,- etc. : and as to re- 
*fle^ion^ the other part of the perceptive fa- 
culty, attention and contemplation^ it is not 
poflible they can proceed from the different 
motions into which the parts of the brain 
are put ; becaufe they are employed folely 
'^bout perceptions which were only ih the 
imind. The cafe is the fame as to many 
other qualities or faculties-, — in the defigning 
quality, the inventing quality, the judging 
quality, the reafoning quality, the com- 
funding quality, the abftrafting quality, 
the difcernmg quality, the recolleftive qua- 
lity, the retentive quality, the freedom of 
will, the faculty of volition, and ^Ipecially 
the forefeeing faculty : thefe cannot be the 
faculties of matter. Such qualities muft 
exift ultimately and folely in mind. .Can 
ibrefight, for example, be the work of 
matter, when it is employed about things and 
aftions wWch have not yet happened, and 
for that reafon cannot be the objefts of the 
fcnfes ? No (urely. It muft be the fpiritual 
part of the compound . that afts ifpon the 
occafion : in all the intelligent faculties which 
we comprehend under the conlplex 4dea 
of underjiandingj ffirit only can 'be tlie/^^r- 
former. 
\ M2 There 
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There h^fiul or mind then 
Continuation \^ 1^3^, and that it is immortal 
fe/Jousphi^ ^^ accountable, is as evident 
lo/ofhy. as that the reiemve faculty^ 

that is, retaining ideas received 
by reflexion, does not pertain to body, but 
is a natural quality of the foul only, and 
does not proceed from its union with the 
body : for, as perception and retention prove 
the human mind to be a diftin<5l being, and 
that it has qualities which cannot proceed 
from body, therefore it muft ftill continue 
a Spirit, unlefs annihilated by its Creator, 
and muft, after its Reparation,' be endued 
with the qualities which are the facul- 
ties of foul only. The reafon is pjain. 
Thcfe qualities cannot be deftroyed without 
a caufe, but feparation is jio caufe, as the 
quality or qualities did not proceed from, or 
depend on union, therefore the foul, is im- 
' mortal, unlefs we fuppofe what cannot be 
fuppofed, that its Creator puts an end to its 
being. We muft know, after death, that 
we exift. We muft remember a paft exift- 
ence, and call to mind every idea we had 
formed in this life by refleSion. 

Continuation As to o^r b^ing account- 
'%j^^7f' able hereafter for the deeds we 

1 . ... exiftence. 
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e^iftence, thrs can= admit of nofpeculation ; 
for as we have received from our Creator the 
eternal law of reafon^ which enables us to 
diftinguilh right and wrong, and to govern 
the inferior powers and paflions, appetites 
and fenfes, if we pleafc ; — as we are endued 
with an underilanding which can acquire' 
large moral dominion, and may, it we 
oppole not, fit as queen upon the throne 
over the whole corporeal fyftcm ; fince the 
noble faculty of reifon was given to rec- 
tify the foul, and purify it from earthly af- 
fedtions \ to elevate it above the objedts of 
fenfe, to purge in from pride and vanity, 
felfifhnefs and hypocrify, and render it jull, 

pious and good ; of confequence, God 

has a right to call usnOD&i^Gpunt for ouct 
conduft in this firft JtatCy^fl^ will reward 
or punilh, in a moft extraordinary manner : 
as the principles and adlions of man have 
been righteous ; or, his life and charafter 
ftained by unjufl: difpofitions and filthy 
deeds. This is plain to common reafon. 
Every underftanding muft fee this, how 
wrong foever they wilfully aft. As God 
by his nature muft abhor iniquity, and 
love what is honcft, pure, and gobd ; he 
muft reward the piety and worthy beha- 
viour of thofe, who aft according to reafon 
in this life, alid with views beyond the 
bounds of time, endeavour to proceed each 
M 3 day 
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day to more exalted ideas of virtue: birtV' 
the mortals who deviate from reftitude 
and goodnefe, and wilfully live workers of 
iniquity, muft expeft that God, the Father 
cf fpirits, the Lover of truth, and the Pa- 
tron of righteoufnefs and virtue, will pro- 
portion future puniihments to prefent vices, 
jand ^anifh them to the regions of eternal 
darknefs. From the natural lights of ouc 
underftanding, we have the higheft reafon 
to conclude ihis will be the cafe. The 
truths are as evident to a refleftion, as that 
this world, and we who inhabit it, could: 
not have i^ eternal exiftence, nor be firft. 
formed by any natural catife;^ but mufb 
have been oiiginaily produced, as we are 
now conftantijDqprefapecd^ by die fopicme 
and univcrfal Spirit. This is the excellent 
law of reafon and nature. There is a light 
fufficient in every human breaft, to con.- 
du6t the foul to perfeff d^y if men will 
follow it ri^t onwards, . and not turn . 
into the paths that lead to the dark mgbt of 
tell . ^ 

yizora*s religious notions 
Remarhoft amazed me, and the more, as 
tcur/e/ ^^^Y w^^^ uttered with a flu- 

ency and eafe beyond every 
thing I had ever heard before. In the ibf t- 
eft, fwcetcft voice, flbe exprefled herfdfi. 

and 
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aiid without the.leaft appearance of la- 
bour, her ideas feemed to flow from a vaft 
fountain. She was a matter indeed in the 
dodrine of ideas. Her notion of them 
and their formation was juft as pofiible^ 
and in a few minutes ifhe fettled every thing 
relating to them. Her ideas of activity, 
and pallivity, afforded me much inftruc- 
tion, as did her notions of Ipace, matter, 
and fpirit : and what is ftill more extraor- 
dinary, fhe had a fine conception of an elec- 
trical fluids which is thought to be a difco- 
very made very lately, and made ufe of it 
to prove, not that it is the ultimate caufe of 
cffe6ts, but that every thing is caufed an4 
directed by an immaterial Jpiri£. An imma^ 
terial Jfirit was her favoiirite article,. and it 
was to me a fine entertainment to hear her 
on that fubjedt ; from the one fiipreme Spi- 
pt, down to the fpirit of brute animals.—^ 
But to conclude our converlation on reli- 
gion ; . I bbferved ;to Azora^ that • if things 
were fo, and the law of reafon was fo per-* 
fe6t and fufficient, then I could not fee 
that there was any want at ail of the 
religion of favour^ fince that of nature 
was enough to confirni us in reftitud'e and 
hoiinefs, if we would obey its direftions j 
and to Ihew us the way to the manjions of 
(ingels. Why the law of grace at fo great 
^n expence— — — if the rule of reafon can 
M 4 make 
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make us good here, and for ever happy 
hereafter ? 

Azora replied, that (he had be- 
Azora'/ no- fore anfwered this qiieftion by 
tionofthe obfervino;, that excellent as the 
JcelUnceof pnmary law of the creation 
chrift^anity. was, yet, revclation was of the 
greateft ufe, as it enables us to 
extend our knowledge even as to the 
things which we ar^ by nature capable 
of knowing; and as it reftored to the 
world the law of reafon, that is, true 
religion, when fuperftition and enthufiafin 
had eftablifhed falfe religion. This renders 
chriftianity 'glorious, were there nothing 
mere to be faid for it : But this is not all 
Ave can fay. 

The beft of mortals are 
Azora'/ dif-^ weak, and the moft of them 
four/eontie ^re fo fuUy employed about 
uiefulnefs of things temporal, that it is im- 
chriftianity. poffible fo much good fhould 
proceed from mere human rea- 
fon, as from a plain eafy gpfpel, that de- 
lineates duty in the moft intelligible man- 
ner, and contains the abfolute command of 
the great God, to renounce vicious habits, 
impure defires, worldly tempers, and frame 
our fouls to purity, fincerity, and devotion ; 

as 
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as the only means that can fecure his felici- 
tating prefence, and gain us admiflion to 
the -delightful feats of feparate fouls made 
perfedt. ■ In/thi? thp gofpel is far preferable 
to reafon, 

Befide, as wilful difobedience 
ftrikes at the being and govern- Continuatjon 
ment of God, .and devotednefs ^^^^^^ ^ 
to the Lord of all the worlds, in 
iruft and refignation, is the perfeftion of 
religion, the example of the Son of God in 
his humiliation, his crofs, his death, make an 
inftance of refignation fo confummate and 
inftruftive, that we not only learn from it 
what reafon cannot half fo well inftruft us 
in •, I mean the amiablenels of virtue, the ex- 
cellency of holinefs, and the merit of ab- 
folute and unreierved obedience ; but, we 
are roufed to an imitation of this grand 
charafterj both on accdvint of its beau- 
ty^ and the promife of our fitting down with 
.Chrift in his throne, if, according to our 
meafure, we ,work all righteoufnefs, and 
overcome our prefent temptations and 
trials, even as he ^alfo overcame^, and is fet 
down with his Father in his throne. Rea- 
son is nothing compared to this. The gof- 
pel-difpenfation by this means is fitted to 
.'render us virtuous, holy, and thoroughly 
M 5 good. 
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good, in a method the law of nature could 
never do. • 

Continuation ^^ ^^^ ^^^ *^^ ' "^fhtn 

e/AzoraV* the God of heaven' faw hid 
difcourfe on creaturcs and children every 

the excellence where gOtng WTOflgf withoUt 

6fchrtftiani^ any help amongft thcmfclves, 
"^' and therefore fcnt his Son xofet, 

them right 5 to fet before them the unchange- 
able rule of eyerlafting righteoufhefs in its 
original purity and perfection, and not only 
explain and enforce it by the moft powerful 
confiderations, but apply the commands of 
fupreme reafon to the government of the 
thoughts and paflions of the hearty that 
duty and virtue in the principle, and habit 
of univerfal redlitude towards both God 
and man, might be the praftice of all the 
earth, and mankind become a people holy 
to the Lord > He, the Univerfal Father, the 
better to efFeft this bleffed puppofe, added 
two things to religion^ which have a power 
that reafon wants, to make us conform to 
God, and the eternal law^ of righteoufnefs, 
in principle, temper and life. One is, Chrift's 
appearing to put away Jin by the facrifice of 
himfelf^ by his becoming ^Jin'Offmng. The 
other is, the affiftance of the Spirit of God. 
The oblation of the Son^ and xht^^ce of thfe 

^Tutber^ 
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Fai^hetj have efitdts in religion, in changing 
and fanifi/yingj that reafon is an utter ftran« 
> ger to.. , 

' The fum of the whole is, ^ , ^ 
the go/pel, that word of truth t^^iff'jf 
and power, enters the hearts, cofir/e on the 
and breaks the power of iin in excellence of 
the foul; The holy liffi QfChrift ^J^/^^'' 
fets US' m example^ that we ^^*^^^' 
GiQivXd\WAlk i^ bisft,epSy and obey the will 
of the infinite wife Creator ; that, like hin), 
we Ihould accord by obedience with the 
harmony of God*3 moral government, and 
rather die than break or obftrud: it by any 
wilful fin> And- by his being z fin-offerings 
he not; only put an end to zWfin-offeringSy 
(which both Jews and Gentiles were wont 
tp offer;) (19.) but, by his being the 



(19.) When apla|;ue afflidcd the MafftUen/esy they, 
{e6. a poor man deliaoufly, and adorned him with fa- 
cred veftments ; then lea him- through the city, and 
facrificed hini> by throwing him headlong down from a 
fiecp rock, after the people had poured their execra- 
tions upon him, and prayed that all the calamities of 
taeir city might fall upon him. — — Such prac- 
tice fhews'that Chrift being offered for tlie fins of the 
whole world, was in conformity to the ideas of man- 
kind. The Je^vs had their devoted animal :■ 
and the- Gentiks had their facrificed poor man, and 
other ways. 

M 6 moll 
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moft precious one in the univerfe, flicwod 
God's great difpleafure againft fin, and m 
his obedience to the Father, even unto 
, death, that we ought to ceafe from evil, 
and by a righteous obedience render our*^ 
felves worthy of God the Father's love. 
That we may do fo, we have the promifc 
of the Spirit to enable us to turn from fin 
and Satan to the living God, that by the 
,a6ting principle of fanftification, wrought 
within us by the hand of him that made us, 
(without the leaft force on our will,) we 
m^Y perfeli our fouls in purity and holinefsj 
exercife a£ls of love and benevolence^ and 
worfhij^the one true God^ in /md thro* the 
'one true Mediator. — — Reafon alone? ex- 
cellent as it is, cannot produce any thing 
like this. 

The religion of favour in thefe felpedts 
furpaffes the law of nature. By th&firft law 
.of the creation^ reafon^ we may acquire that 
right eoufnefs^ which is an habitual reftitude 
of foul, and right anions flowing from it : 
but fanSfification^ that influencing principle^ 
which adds holinefs to righteoufnefs^ belongs, 
as I take it, to the law of grace. It is given 
to thofe who afk it, not for the fake of, but 
through Cbrift. 

Ohjeaicns to AH this (I anfwered) is juft 

^cuJt '^^" ^^d fi«^> ^d I ^^^^ ^"^y ^ 

requefl:. 
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rtqueft, for my farther inflruftion, that you 
will be pleafed. Madam, to explain yourfelf 
a little -more on the articles of a fm-offering 
.2iid grace. \ for I have always thought thc^f 
was a darknefs fat upon thefe parts of 
revealed religion, and have often wiflied for* 
what I have not yet found, a head capable 
of giving me intire fatisfadion on thofe 
-points : hut, from what I have heard ypu 
lay, I niuft now fuppofe that all my doubt% 
: relative to the two fubjefts, you have the 
power to,remove.— — My power (Azora re- 
turned) is no more than a plain underftand- 
ing, that in this ilill and peacefvd region, has 
.been at liberty to think, without bei/ig cor- 
erupted by fophiftry, fchool-nonfenie, or au- 
ithority, and, as to giving fatisfaftion oil 
the heads you mention, or any other, it 
is not what I pretend to : but my opi- 
nion you Ihall have fince you alk itj 
and in the following manner Azora pro- 
ceeded. 

. As to our Lor^f^ becoming 
.^Jin-offerings I concei v e, in the Azora'/ ac^ 
-firft place, that God ordained ^^r'X^^ 
it, becaufe he faw it needful, afin^aff^nig. 
and neceffary to anfwer mar^ and 
great ends. It muft be right, and what in 
the reafon and nature of things ought to be, 
though we were not able to comprehend 

the 
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the reafons that made it needftil. It muft 
have been the propereft way to. make 
up the breach between hcavea and 
e^th, fince infinite wifdom appointed it. 

In the next place, as the deatb of ^his great 
perfm not only gave the hjgheft atteftation to 
the truth of his do<5krine, and confirmed 
every word he had preached 5 to the en- 
couragement of finners to repent, and tte 
great confolation of faints ; but has affi^ided 
lis foch a noble j>^^/tfr^ of ohdience^ as. nnifk 
have aa influence on intelligent beings, and 
excite them to praSfife obedience to all, the 
commands of God, and perfcft refignation 
to his will in every cafe ; which are fome 
excellent reafons for Chrift's dyings fo. did 
Almighty God make his farther ufe of ic, 
liiat he appointed the bhod of Cbriji (which 
was fhed to produce the ejfence of fanSHfica^ 
tiofk in the foulj to wit, dffvotednefs^ trutb^ 
and refignation to the Almighty Father of 
the univerfe} to be, the blood- of a new cover 
nant^ fhed for many for the remiffion of fins. 
This feems to me to take in the whole cafe. 
Chrift by obedience to the death (which hap- 
pened in the natural courfe of things) is 
held out to the world a pattern of felf-facri'- 
fice in the caufe of truth znd virtue-^^dL fampk 
of that perfeSl religio n " ^j ■ n ot my willy but 

tbhte 
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thine he done: the glorious gofpel is thereby 
confirmed : and our redenvption is effe^ed 
by the Movd of the Son of God. As Mofe^^ 
the Mediator between God and Ifrael^ re^ 
peated^to the people the laws and judg* 
ments of God, and received their confent 
to the divine commands -, entered this co^- 
venant in his book, offered facrifices of 
praife and friendfliip, and then confirmed 
the covenant in the moft folemn manner; 
by dividing the blood, of the lacrifices into 
parts : one part of which hcfprinkled on the 
altary to ratify God's part of the covenant : 
and with the bther part fprinkhd the people j 
that is, the twelve princes, the heads, or 
the twelve piilarSj^ which reprcfented the 
twelve tribes, and then awfully cried out 

with a ftrong voice Behold the blood of 

the covenant Jehovah has made with you : lb 
did the Lord Jefas Chrijty the Mediator be*- 
tweeji God and all mankind, teach the peo^ 
pie by his gofpel to reflif^ their notions^ to 
regulate their affelfions^ to direff their wor^ 
jhip ; with the judgments that were to be the 
confequence of difobedience, the rewards 
prepared for thofe who obey ; and then de- 
clared, in relation to his death, ^his is my 
hlood of the new covenant. The hhod- 1 muft 
Ihed on the erofs willfeal, ratify, and cori- 
firm a pardoning covenant, and by vimre 
thereof, upon repentance and converfion, the 
I world 
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world is wajhed clean tbrtf the blood of the 
hamb. This, I think for myfelf, renders 
the thing very plain and eafy. .The death 
of the Son of God was. taken into the plan 
of redemption, not to pacify God's anger \ for 
God could be no ,otherwife pleafed or de- 
lighted with the bl(^ of his Son^ than as his 
fhedding icTwas an adt of the higheft obedi- 
ence, and a noble pattern to all the rational 
creation ; but his blood was made ihtfeal of 
a pardoning and jujiifying covenant ; and by 
•the death of Chrift^ (the moft powerful 
means to prevent fm, and to draw finners 
to obey the commands of heaven,) God de- 
monftrated his love and mercy to mankind. I 
fancy I am clear. In this view of the matter, 
I can fee no difficulty in being juftified/r^^^ 
by the grace of God^ through the redemption 
.which is in Chriji Jefus. God is the fole 
original and fountain of redemption. The 
.5(?», and his gofpelj are the great inftruments. 
Lo! I come to do thy %vilh my God^ the 
,Son declares : and the Blood he Jhedy the 
better to bring the human race to wifdom, 
reftitude, and happinefs, is appointed by 
.our merciful, good, and gracious Father, 
. to be the feal and ratification of a new co- 
venant. Moloch might want a cruel and 
.^bloody facrifice to pacify him; but the 
.Father of the univerfe fent his Chriji to 
deliver his commands^ and made the; death, 

which 
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ivliich he forefaw would happen by his 
fon*s delivering fuch commands to impious 
men, to be a covenant between Jehovah and 
thii people^ that Jefus fliould be confidered 
as a propitiation for our fins,, and his death 
be an eternal memorial of the Ahiiighty^s 
love, and abhorrence of* iniquity. There 
can be no. objection lie againft this. To 
me this appears the moft rational and beau* 
tiful fcheme that infinite wifdom could con- 
trive. Moft glorious and good is our God. 
Moft happy may mortals be, if they pleale. 
The virtuous obedience of our Lord hath 
bbtained from God a right and power to 
abolifli death. His blood hath confirmed the 
Covenant of grace, and his golpd hathi 
brought life immortal into light. 

As to the influence of the 
Spirit^ C^fetfr^^ continued) that Asora'jtf^ 
there is fuch a living principle '"^grllef 
in the human foul, cannot I 
think be denied, if revelation is to be be- 
lieved ; but the mode of influencing is not 
perhaps to be explained otherwife than by 
laying, that our gracious and good Fkthei* 
makes now and thenfome friendly impreC 
lions upon our minds, and by reprefcntin^ 
in feveral lights' the terrors and promifes of 
the gofpel, excites our hopes and fears. As • 

I apprehend, we can go very little further* ^ \ 
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It is cafy I think to prove from the fcrip-* 
tures, that as the extraordinary afliftance of 
the Holy Ghoft was neceffary for planting 
Chriftianiiy at firft; fo is a fupernatural 
afliftance of the Holy Ghoft, tho* not in 
fo illuftrious a manner, ftill neceffary to 
enable us to perform the conditions of the 
gofpel Tho* God has recalled the more 
vifible figns of his prcfence, yet, to be fure, 
he continues to influence fome way or other* 
I cannot fuppofe the Holy Ghoft has wholly 
withdrawn himfelf from the church. The 
renewing of the Holy Ghoft (St. Peter fays) 
yfas.a promife made to tbm and to their cbild^^ 
ret^^and to tbofe that were afar off^ even as 
ifMfPf as God ftfould call\ and as human na- 
ture has the fame weaknefs and paffions^ 
and extravagances of former ages, there is 
as much need of a divine afliftance now as 
ift the tinie of the apoftles -, nay more need^ 
1 think, at prefent, as miracles are ceafed. 
There muft be a weight of fupernatural 
power to prefs within, as there are now no 
flaftiings from the flcy, or extraordinary ap-p 
pearances without, to prove the certainty 
of our religion, and make iis confider its 
promifcs, threatenings, and rules : but the 
way this fupernatural principle a6ts, as be^ 
fone obferved, is hard to determine, any 
snore than what I have faid \ and inftead of 
3vafting our time in enqiairies how the thing; 

is 
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IS done, our bufmefs is to render ourielves*. 
capable of fo great a blefling, by not griev^ 
ing this holy fpirit, left he depart from w\ 
and reiblving with the pfahnift, to walk with 
a perfeSi hearty and to Jet no wicked thing be^ 
fore our eyes. We muft ftrive to improve 
religious thoughts; we itiuft labour hard; 
to obey the written rules : God will then^ 
give us the^r^c^ fufficient for us. To our 
confiderable talent of natural power to do 
good, our Father will add the advantages 
of his fpirit. If we defire to be good, he. 
will make us good in conjundion with our; 
own appliwtion awi pains ; by a ^aduafc 
proceft, and humi^n njethods. If nature givct> 
her u^ofi aStings^ the author of nature wiD:> 
move^ and direft and alfift her where Ihe \^ 
weak. Both the grace and the providencci 
of God may be likened to a little fpring? 
concealed within a great machine ; to the 
known given powers of the machine, th«: 
operations of it. are afcribed, and all k$: 
events imputed ; yet it is the fmall fecret^: 
fpring that direfts, drnws, diecks, and gives, 
movement, to every weight and wheel. The) 
cafe cannot be exiSlly alike, as a compound . 
of matter and fpirit is diflferent from a man 
chine: but it may fuggeft, I imagine, fpme. 
imperfe&i idea Q<5«he Sfair:. a very im|)er- 
fed one, I confefs j for if we were thinking 
cycr &i long of the matter^ grace^ after all, 

would 
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Would be what the apoftle calls it, an un-^ 
ffeakable gifl-^^A gift furmounting our ap- 
prehenfions, as well as it does our merit. 
I'he theory of it may be perhaps too excel- 
lent for us, and our part is, not to deter- 
ifiine how, but with honeft hearts to pray, 
that a ray from heaven may open, and fliine 
upon our underftanding, clear it from pre- 
judices and impoftures, and render it teach- 
able, confidtrative and firm; may infpire 
good thoughts, excite good purpofes, and 
luggeft wholefome counlels and expedients. 
This the divine power may eafily do, with- 
out depriving us of free-will, or Icflening 
our own moral agency. That power may 
cactinguifli an imagination we ftrive to grc 
rid of: may remove an impediment we la- 
bour to be freed from : may foil a tempta- 
tion we do our bert to refift. If we' do all 
we can, and implore the divine aid, there 
is no doubt but the Almighty may give his 
free creatures fuch powers and difpofitions^ 
as will carry them innocently and fafely 
thro* the trials of this firft ftate. On fuch 
conditions, God, the Father of fpirits, the : 
friend of men, the patron of righteoufnefs • 
and all virtue, will, without alt peradven- 
ture, diltribute his grace to every mortal in - 
proportion to tlje meafurcs of neceflary: 
duty. ' - 

Here 
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' Here J^ra ^ndcd, and I fat 
for.fome ittinutes after in ^ great ■ -^^^P^^i^ 
admiration. Her fancy fur- ^ifiourfi. ' 
.niftied icjeas fo very faft, and > 

fpeaking was fo very cafy to her, without one 
pang jini the delivery, or the leaft hefita- 
tation iqt hours, as fhe could, if fhe ple^fed^ 
fo long difcourfe v her judgment was fp 
ftrong^ and her words fo proper and well 
placed, that fhe appeared to me a prodigy iii 
Ipeaking; and I could have liftened to her 
.with delight and amazement the whole night. 
But exaftly at ten o'clock, the old woman 
I mentioned before^ who firft bid me wel- 
come to fiurcoi Lodgd came into the cham- 
ber with candles, and yizora told me, that 
if I would follow Gladufe^ fhe 
• would light me to bed. I did Gladufe,^/^* 
immediately, after williing the ^^"^ ^oman, 

.11- 1 • 1 J 1 co?tduSfs me t9 

ladies good niglit, and my „ hid in her 
guide brought me to her own cottage. , 
cott^, which was next door 
to the grotto. She Ihewed me into a fmall 
clean room, neatly and . prettily furnilhcd, 
and there I found a good bed. Down I 
lay as foon as I could, being much fatigued, 
and as the fun was rifmg, got up again, to 
write what I Qoukl remember to have heard 
Azora fay. My memory from my child- 
hood has been very extraordinary. I be- 
lieve there are few living exceed me in this 

refped. 
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Tefpeft. The greateft part of what I read 
and hear, remains with fne, nsf if the book 
was ftill before me, or the fpeaker going on. 
This enables me to write down, with much 
l^adbneis, what I care to note, and I can do it 
forthemdl part in the relater's or talker's 
own words, if I minute it in my fhort hand 
within twenty-four hours after reading or dit 
courfing. Upon this account, I can fay, that I 
loft very little of all that jizora was pleafed 
to let me hear, or of the difcourfes I hii with 
her ingenious companion, Antema FUtcher. 

When I had done writing, 

S'begardenM \ ^^^i^. ^y^ ^^ ^^it Upon the 

%od^T^ ladies, and found them in their 
fine gardens, bufily employed 
'in the ufeful and innocent diverfion which 
the cultivation of fome of the greateft beau- 
ties of the creation affords. Th^ had every 
kind of fruit tree in their ground, every 
plant and flower that grows, and fuch a 
variety of exotic rarities from the hotter 
climates, as engaged my admiration, and 
finely entertained me for many an hour, 
during my flay in this place. They both 
tinderiftood gardening to perfeftion, and con»- 
tinually lent their helping hands to the pro- 
pagation of every thing. The digging and 
laborious work was performed by many 
young women, who did it with great a6th- 

vity 
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Vity and underftanding, and the nicer parti 
thefe ladies executed. I was aftonMhed a»l 
delighted with their operations of various 
icinds. It was beautiful to fee with what 
cxquifite fkill they ufed the knife, managed 
graflS; and cyons, diredled the branches and 
twigs in pofture on efpaliers, a^d raifed 
flowers. They had every thing in perfec- 
tion in their kitchen garden and phyfic gar- 
den. Their fruits, roots, and herbs for 
the table, were moft excellent ; their 
coUeftion of herbs for medicine the moft 
valuable : and as the whole contrivance 
of the gardens was nearnature^ and beau- 
tiful in grafsy gravely and variety of 
ev&'greens^ I was led with delight thro* 
the whole, till I came into the green-houfe. 
There I faw Aztrra and Antonia at work^ 
and paid them the compliments they de^ 
ferved. 

Immediately aifter my arri- 
val, b'reakfaft was brought in ^fi^thef 
there, chocolate and toafts, a^o^;'-^ . 
and the ladies were extremely 
pleafantover it. Theyafked me a great 
many queftions about the world, and werefo 
facetious in their remarks, and pleafed with 
my odd account of things, that they laugh-- 
ed as heartily as I did, and that was at no 
ifmall rate. This being done, wc walked 

over 
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over every part of the gardens, and Azsrei 
did me the honour not only to fhew me all 
1 the curiofities and improvements flie ha4 
made, in the management of feeds, flowers, 
plants, and trees; 'but lectured on various 
fine objefts that appeared in our way, 
with a volubility of tongue, and a know- 
ledge of the fubjedts, that was amazing 
indeed. Were I to fet down what (he 
faid even on fallads, cucumbers, coUifiow- 
crs, melons, afparagus, early cabbages, 
ftrajvberries, rafberries, x:urrants, goolber- 
ries, apples, pears, plums, cherries, apri- 
cots, 6?r. and efpecially her propagation 
of muftirooriis, champignons, ajid buttons, 
this, exclufive of exotics and flowers, would 
make, I believe, an odavo : and in relation 
to exotics and flowers, I am fure fl>e talked 
^wice as much, and of every, thing extreme- 
ly well- I never did hear any thing like her. 
The difcourfe coft her no more than the 
breath of her jiofl:rils^ ., •....- 

/ . , But at laft we . came to a 

^mdV fifli-ppnd, that was an acre of 

.: V .. water^ and I aflure you, read- 

er, that in half an hour's time the illufl:rious . 
Azora not only talked more pf fifli and 
ponds than the ingenbus and honourable 
Roger Norths of Rougbam in Norfolk^ hath 
written on thelc fubjeds in his Excellent dif- 
courfe. 



I 
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,'COurfe, printed in 1713; but mentioned 
many ufeful things relative to them, which 
Mr. North was a llranger to. She told me, 
among other matters, that there was only 
pike sind perch in her pond, and that the 
Ireafon of it was, becaufe Ihe loved pike 
above all fifh; and as the jacks v/evefjb of 
^reyy no fifh but tlie perch could live with 
them: the perch^ on account of the thorny 
fins on its back, efcapes the pikers voracious 
appetite. She farther informed me, that 
the jacks in her pmd were the fineft in the 
world, as I would fee at diflner, and that 
the reafon of.it was owing to the high feed- 
ing Ihe took care they had every day : befide 
the entrails of what fpwl and fheep her peo- 
ple killed for her table and themfelves, the" 
pike had blood and bran mixed in plenty, 
and all the frogs flie could get from a 
neighbouring fen ; for of them the jacks are 
moft fond. This made the fifh extraordi- 
nary ; and ^s the, water was current through 
the pond, and the bottom of various depths^ 
from ow foot, and two feet, to fix feet, 
that the fpawn may have ihallow water to 
lie ittj and the fiy fhallow water to fwim in^ 
^^ they both required, this was the reafon, 
that one ^cre of water in fqch a manner 
j»:oduced double the quantity of fifli to 
what a pond of ftill watex, and a bottom 
^1 of one depth, could have.- See (Azora 
Vol. I. N coi^inued) 
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continued) what multitudes there are.* 
They know me, as I feed them n>yfelf 
every day, and tamely come up, cruel 
tyrants as they are, to get their meat. 
Here Ihe called jack^ jack^ and throwing 
in a balket of unfortunate frogs, it was 
wonderful to fee how thofe devouring mon« 
fters appeared, and voracioufly fwallowed 
the poor things. 

Azor^ was going to proceed 
Jn account to another pond of carp and 
i/S/*i^^ tench, which (he had at- the 
Furco/ ^^ other end of her gardens, and 
Lodge. let me know how that was 

ordered, fo as to produce the 
largefl: and fineft fi(h: but a bell rung 
for morning prayers, at ten o'clock, and 
flie immediately turned towards the chapel. 
She aiked me if I would attend divine 
fervice, and upon my anfwering, with plea^ 
fure, defired me to come on. In the 
church I faw every foul of the commu- 
nity aflembled; and while I chofe to fit 
on one of the benches among the people, at 
fome diftance, that I might the better ob- 
ferve every thing done, the ladies afcended - 
by a few fteps into a reading-delk, and Assa* 
ra began with great devotion to pray in the 
following manner: 

O Chriftt 
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' O Chrift, our bleffed me- 
diator, pray for* us that our ^*J"/*^ 
faith fail not, and through ^^^^^' 
thy merits and interceflion, Lord Jefus, 
kt our prayer be fet forth in the fight 
of Almighty God as incenfe, and the 
lifting up of our hands as a miorning fa- 
crifice. 

Almighty and everlafting God, thou pure 
and infinite Spirit, who art the great caufe 
and author of nature, and hafl: eftablifhed 
the work! by thy wiidom, and ftretched out 
the heavens by thy difcretion \ upon whom 
depends the exiftence of all things, and by 
whole providence we have been preferved to 
this moment, and enjoyed many bleflings 
attd undeferved advantages ; gracioufly ac- 
cept, we befeech thee, our grateful fenfe 
and acknowledgements of all thy benefi- 
cence toward* us ; accept, O Lord, our 
mofthearty and unfeigned thanks for all the 
.inftances of thy favour which we have ex- 
perienced ; that we have the ufe of our rea- 
Ibn and underftanding, in which many fail, 
and have had refrefhing fleep and quiet the 
paft night ;. for delivering us from evil, and 
gi^in^ ufiTour daily bread 5— for all the ne- 
ceH&fies, convcniencies, and comforts, which 
thy liberal hand hath provided for us, to 
r fweeten htanan life, and render it hiore 
' ^ N 2 agreeable 
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agreeable than otherwife it woulfi be in 
this day of our exercife, probation a^d trial. 
While we live, we will praife and mag- 
nify thy awful name, and join in afcribing 
with the glorious and innumerable heavenly 
hofl:, honour, power, and thankfgiving to 
the eternal God, who fits on the throne 
of fupremacy unrivalled in majefty. and 
power. 

But efpecially, O great and blefled God, 
adored be thy goodnefs for fo loving the 
world, as to give thy only begotten Son, 
to the end, that all who believe in him, 
fliould not perifti, but have everlafting life ; 
for his humbling himfelf even to the death 
upon the crofs, and Ibedding his blood 
for the remiffion of our fins. Great and 
marvellous are thy works of mercy, O 
Lord God Almighty ! who can utter all 
thy praife? Praife our God, all ye his 
fervants, and ye that fear (lim, fmall and 
great. Amen : allelujah. Blefilng and ho- 
nour, and glory, and power be unto him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and to the 
L^mb for ever and ever. '^ 

- O God and Father of our Lord Jdfus 
Chrift, have mercy on us dull and fin^ 
weaknefs and impcrfeftion, a^nd enter not 
into ilrid judgment with us» tlnne unrighter 

ous 
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ons and unworthy fervants. We cyfefs 
with fhame and gnef, that we have viSbted 
thine holy laws, and abufed thy tender 
mercies : that we have followed too much 
the devices and defires of our own hearts, 
and in numberlefs inftances have offended 
againft a moft righteous governor, a moft 
tender and compaffionate Father, and a 
moft kind and bounteous benefaftor. In 
thought, word, and deed, many have been 
our offences : and many are ftilLour imper- 
feftions. We have finned againft Heaven^ 
and before thee, and have thereby deferved 
thy juft difpleafure. But our hope and 
confidence is in thine infinite mercy, O 
God, and that according to thy promifcs 
declared unto mankind in Cbrift Jefus, our 
Lord, thou wilt fpare them who confefs their 
faults, and reftore them that are penitent. 
We do earneftly repent, and are heartily 
forry for all our mifdoings. Through faith 
we offer up the I^amb that was flain, to 
the eternal God for the redemption of oar 
fouls ; believing the worthinefs _of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift to be a full,pe fed, and fufficienc 
facrifice, oblation and atonement fjr the lins 
of a repenting world, and therefore refolvinc;, 
with all. our ftrength, to imitate his fpoclefs 
virtue, and perfeft obedience. Pardon us^ 
then, we beleech thee, and blot out our 
iniquities. Deliver us, we pray, in the 
N 3 . . name 
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nanie of the Lord Jefus, from the evil con- 
fequences of ail our tranfgreffions and fol- 
lies, and give us fuch powers and difpofi- 
tions as will carry us innocently and fafely 
througli all future trials. 

Create in us, O God, pure hearts, and 
renew right fpirits within us. Caft thy 
bright beams of light upon our fouls,, and 
irradiate our underftanding with the rays of 
that wifdom which fitteth on the right hand 
of thy throne. Let thy holy fpirit enable 
us to acl up to the dignity of our reafon- 
able nature, and fuitably to the high charac- 
ter, and glorious hopes of chriftians : that 
we may fubordinate tlie affairs and tranfac- 
tions^ of time to ferve the intereft of our 
fouls in eternity : that we may fhake off 
this vain world, and breathe after immor- 
tality and glory : that we may live in per- 
fedl reconciliation with the law of everlaft- 
ing righreoufnefs, truth, and goodnefs ; and 
fo comply with thy nature, mind, and will, 
O eternal and fovereign fpirit, thou God 
mod wonderful in all perfeftions, that we 
may fiilly anfwcr the relation we ftand in 
to thee. Relieve and eafe our confciences, 
O bleffed God, by the blood of fprinkling, 
according to our feveral conditions of body 
and mind; and fupply us with fuitable 
grace and ftrength. 

Wc 
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We befeech thee, in the next place,. Al- 
mighty Lord, to take us into thy protection 
this day, and fufFer no Being to injure us, 
no misfortune to befal us, nor us to hurt 
ourfelves by any error or.mifcondvift of 
our own. Give us, O God, a clear 
conception of things, and in all dangers 
and diftrefles, ftretch forth the right 
hand of thy Majefty to help and defend 
us. From ficknefs and pain, and from all 
evil and mifchief, good Lord deliver us this 
day, and be propitious unto us, we befeech 
thee. 

And while we remain in this world, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, fecure 
us from every thing that is terrible and 
hurtful, and keep us in peace and fafety. 
From all fad accidents and calamitous 
events, from all tormenting pains and 
grievous difeafes, good Lord deliver us; 
and blefs us with fo much health and 
profperity, as will enable us to pafs 
our time here in contentment and tranquil- 
lity. 

And when the time of our diflblutioa 
Cometh, by the appointment of thy adora- 
ble wifdom, O Father of mercies and the 
God of all comforts, grant us a decent 
and happy exitj without diftradtion of 
. N 4 mind 
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mmd or torments of body : let thy fervants 
depart in peace, and fuddenly die in the* 
Lord. 

We pray, likewife, for the happinefs of 
all mankind : that they may all know^ and 
obey, and worfliip thee, O Father, in fpirit 
and in truth, and that all who name the 
name of Chrift, may depart from iniquity, 
and live as becomes his holy gofpel. Vv e 
befeech thee to help and comfort al who are 
in danger, necefiity, ficknefs, and trlbula> 
tion : that it may pleafe thee to fandify 
their afflidtions, and in thy good time ta 
deliver them put of all their diftrefles. If 
we have any enemies, O Lord forgive them^ 
and turn their hearts^ 

Our Father, etc. 

When this extraordinary prayer was done,, 
(which was prayed with a very uncommon 
devotion, fuch as I never had fcen before) 
they all ftood up, and Azora faid, Let us 
fing the nineteenth pfalm to the praife and 
glory of the moft high God^ and immediate- 
ly raifed it. Then all the people joined, 
' and a pfalm was fung to perfeftion indeed. 
Azora and Antonia had delightful voices, 
and aa they underftood mufic very well, 
they had taught this congregatioa fo much 

church 
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cHurch harmony, as enabled them to per-- 
form beyond any thing I have ever heard in 
any affembly of people. — The whole fcene 
was a ftrange and pieafing thing. They 
met again at four ir\ the afternoon -, and 
this is the work of their every day. At ten 
and four they go to prayers, and after it fing 
a pfalm ; concluding always in the fallowing 
way: — May the grace of oiir Lord Jefus 
Chrift procure us the love of God^ that the 
Almighty Father of the univerfe may blefs. 

, us with the heavenly alfillance of the Holy 

. Ghoft^ 

As to the evening office of 
devotion at this place, it was, . ^^^^nins^ ; 
cxclufive of the firft addrefs, So7^ ' 
iand the concluding Lord's Lodge. 
prayer, quite different from that 
.of the njorning ; and becaufe fbme readers 
m^y be pleafed with a fight of another of 
Azorah religious compofitions,. I here fet it 
down. , 

O Chrift, our blefTed mediator, pray 
for us, that our faith fail not, and 
through thy merits and interceflion, Lord 
Jefus, Ice our prayer be fet forth in the 
. fight of Almighty God as inceftfe, and the 
.lifting up of our hands as- an evening- 
facrifice. 

N 5 O God, 
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O God, who art the Father and Lord of 
all Beings, and the eternal and inexhauftible 
fountain of mercy, we befeech thee to be 
merciful unto us, and to blot out all our 
tranfgreffions ; for we truly repent of our 
wilful imperfedbions, our failings and neg- 
Icds, in every inftance of thy law, and 
our duty : and through faith we offer 
up to thee the Lamb that was iOain for 
the redemption of our fouk ; believing the 
worthinefe of our Lord Jefus to be a full, 
perfed:, and fufficient facrifice, oblation and 
atonement for the fins of a repenting world, 
and therefore refolving with all our ftrength, 
to imitate his ipotlefs virtue and peiieft- 
obedience. 

Remember not^ then, O Lord, our ini- 
quities, neither take thou vengeance for our 
fins ; but as we fincerely believe thy holy 
gofpel, and are truly penitent, as we en- 
tirely and willii^ly forgive all, who have, in 
any inftance or in any degree, offended, or 
injured us, and are truly difpofed and ready 
to make all poffible reparation, if we have 
injured any one, have mercy upon us mife- 
rable finners, and as thou haft promifed by 
thy Son, pardon and forgive us all our 
fins, and reftore us again to thy favour. 
Hear in heaven, thy dwelling place, and 
when thou heareft, accept us to my mercy. 

p fpai^ 
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O fpare us whom thou haft redeemed 
hy thy Son*s moft precious blood, and 
make us partakers of that falvation which 
thou haft appointed in Chrift Jefus our 
Lord, and our fouls fhall blefs thee to 
eternity. 

And that we may no more offend thee, 
. or trahfgrefs the rule of virtue or true re- 
ligion, but may hereafter truly pleafe thee 
both in will and deed, and faithfully obferve 
the right ftatutes, and all thy precepts, en- ^ 
due us, O Lord, with the grace of thy holy 
fpirit, that we may amend our lives accord- 
% . ing to thy holy word. Vouchfafe, we be- 
feech thee, to direct, fandify, and govern 
both our hearts and bodies in the ways of 
thy laws, and in the works of thy command- 
ments; and fo teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wifdom, and mind thofe things which are 
in conjunction with our everlafting welfare. 
— O let us be always under thy communi- 
cation and influence, and give that light to 
our minds, that life to our fouls, that will 
raife us to a nearer refemblance of thee, and 
enable us to afcend ftill higher, towards the 
* perfedion of our nature. Let us be tranf- 
tormed by the working of thy grace and fpi- 
rit into the image of thy Son. Conform us to 
his likenefsj O blcfl^d God, and make us, 

body 
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body and foul, an habitation for thyfelf ; 
that in our hearts we may continually offer 
up to thee, holy, fublime, and fpiritual fa- 

crifices. 

From all evil and milchief, good God 
deliver us, and defend us, we befeech 
thee, from every thing terrible and hurt- 
ful. • Take us under thy protedion the 
remaining part of this day, and grant 
us a night of peace, thro* Jefus Chrift oiar 
Lord. 

And forafmuch as our earthly houfe of 
this tabernacle fhall be diflblved, and that • 
in a few years at fartheft, it may be in a iew 
minutes, we muft defcend to the bed of 
darknefs, and acknowledge corruption to be 
our father, and the worms our fifter and mo- 
ther, grant, O everlafting God, that we 
may depart in peace, and by an improved 
principle of divine life, under the influence 
of the gofpel, be tranllated to that eternal 
world, where God dwells, where Chrift lives, 
and fanftified fouls enjoy endlefs life and the 
pureft pleafures, for evermore. 

That it may pleafe thee, moft gracious 
and good God, to have mercy on the whole 
race of mankind, and to blefs them with all 
things pertaining to life and godlinefs : let 

th& 
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the light of thy glorious gofpel Ihine iipon 
the nations darkened by fuperftitidn, that 
they may worfhip thee who art God from 
everlafting to everlafting, and cultivate and 
eftablilh in their minds the moll pure, be- > 

nevolent, and godlike difpofttion'^. We 

tefeech thee for all chriftian churches 5 that 
their behaviour may, by the influence of 
thy blefled fpirit, be fuitable to their holy 
profeflion, and their converfation upright 
and unblameable. Where any have de- 
parted from the purity and fimplicity of 
the gofpel, lead them, O God, to the right 
praftice and knowledge of their holy reli- 
gion; and grant that they may feel the 
' comfortable and fanftifying effedts of it^ 
' and in their lives fliew forth its praife to 
others. — We farther pray, inofl: merciful 
Father, for all that are deftitute and affljfted^ 
either in body, mind, or eflrate ; t)iat from 
Heaven, the habitation of thy glory and 
goodnefs, thou mayeft fend them relief, 
and, if it be poffible, put an end to 
their prefent calamities and troubles. O 
thou Father of mercies, and God of all 
confolation, bind up the broken in heart, 
and comfort thofe that mourn. We have 
a real fenfe of the miferies of the diftrefled 
part of mankind, and offer up for them 
our prayers to thee, thro' Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

A 
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A THANKSGIVING. 

O God, the author of all good, and 
fountain of all happinefs, we offer up our 
thankfgivings and praifes unto thee, for thy 
great goodnefs to us, and to all mankind. 
We praife and magnify thy holy name for 
all thy mercies; for our exiftence,- and the 
ufe of our reafoning powers and faculties ; 
for the health and ftrength we enjoy, and 
for all the comforts and conveniencies of 
life : for thefe thy gifts we adore thee, O 
munificent parent of good, and pray, that a 
deep and efficacious fcnfe of thy goodnefs 
may remain upon our hearts, and be a prin- , 
ciplc of conftant and chearful obedience to 
thy holy laws. 

But efpecially wc offer up the acknois^ 
ledgments of our hearts and mouths for all 
that thy Son Jefus Chrift did, and taught, 
and fuffered in this world, to fave us from 
our fins, and to conduct us to true and 
cverlafl:ing happinefs. We blefs thee for 
the glorious gofpel, and for bringing us 
more effeftually, by revelation, to the know- 
ledge of thee, and the practice of our duty. 
For this merciful appointment, and for all 
thy mercies, which refpedl another and a 
better life than the prefent ; for every in- 
ftance of thy tender regards to us, aqd for 

the 
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the manifold exjperiences which we have had 
of thy loving kindnefs-; we offer up the tri- 
bute of unfeigned thanks. Our fouls do 
magnify thee, O Lord God mod excellent 
and good, and all the powers within us 
praife thy holy name. To thee be glory 
in the church by Chrift Jefus, throughout 
all ages, world without end. To thee, O 
thou God of love, be rendered by all beings 
endued with reafon, all honour and obedi- 
ence, both now, and for ever. 

Almighty and everlafting God, who haft 
promifed to hear the petitions of them that 
pray unto thee in thy Son's name, we be- 
feech thee of thy great mercy, to accept the 
facrifice of prayer and praife, which we have 
this evening offered up to thy Divine Ma- 
jefly ; and for the relief of our wants, and 
the manifeftation of thy power and glory^ 
grant us thofe things which we haye requeft- 
ed, if thou feeft it confiftent with our chief 
and eternal good. In the name of thy Son 
Jefus Chrift, and as his difciples, we pray, 
and in his words conclude the fcrvices of 
this day. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, etc. 

After this, they all ftood up, and as in 
the morning, Azora faid, I-,et us fmg to the 

praife 
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praife and glory of God the 148th pfalm. 
She fung the firft verfe alone, and at the 
fecond they all joined, and went through 
the whole in a fine and heavenly manner. 
Then the fervice concluded with this bene-^ 
diftion." ' 

The BENEDICTION. 

May the God of grace and peace 
be with us. and blefs us. May his holy 
fpirit keep us from falling, and preferve 
us blamelefs, unto the coming of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 

A na^ Thus ended the evening and 

4>n^^lreU^ moming offices of worlhip at 

gion and piety BuTcot-Lodgf^j and as I cannot 

of the inhabi' fufRciently praife, fo I could not 

tantsof^xxt^ enough admire the religion and 

cot Hamlet. . ^ /• , . ^ -^ t-l 
piety of this congregation. The 

. purity of their worftiip was charming : and 
in the ladies and their people a devotioa 
was manifeft, that looked more like that of 
heavenly {pirits, than of beings in an ani- 
mal frame ; who are warped with the cuf- 
toms of the world, ami perplexed with dif- 
ficulties which arife from lenfible obje<5te. 
They appeared in high admiration of God, 
endeared to his righteous government, 
devoted to his holy laws, and powerfully 

drawa 



